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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, September 4, 2022 

ON THIS DAY, THE TWELFTH SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW, THE 

CHURCH COMMEMORATES Babylas the Holy Martyr; Moses the 

Prophet & Godseer; Our Righteous Father Anthimus of Coroucle in 

Cephallenia; Anthimos the New Ascetic; and Hermione the Martyr, 

daughter of St. Philip the Deacon. Through their holy intercessions, O 

God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen.  

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and 

we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. 

According to new CDC guidelines, indoor mask mandates are being relaxed 

for those areas of the US where hospitals are not greatly impacted by COVID-

19 cases. In response, His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios on March 2nd 

wrote to the Metropolis of Atlanta faithful offering His guidance. Please read 

it by clicking here.  

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022


As before, those who continue to wear masks have every right to do so, 

whether or not our parish falls into a low or medium risk area. Whether others 

continue to wear masks for the sake of their friends or family, or even out of 

caution for their own health, their decisions should be respected as 

demonstrations of Christ-like love. May our collective intercessions to our 

Creator help to bring a spirit of healing and peace to our world. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 

canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited 

to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the 

conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 
 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Third Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.106-109): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be 

glad, for the Lord has shown the mighty power of His arm. He has trampled 

down death by death, becoming the firstborn of the dead. He has delivered us 

from the depths of hell and has granted to all the world His great mercy. 

 

3. Hymn for Babylas the Holy Martyr  – (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Becoming a partner with the Apostles in way of 

life and successor to their thrones, O God-inspired Saint, in the active life 

you found an entrance to contemplation. Hence you rightly expounded the 

word of truth, and you shed your blood in struggling for the faith, O 

Hieromartyr Babylas. Intercede with Christ our God, beseeching Him to save 

our souls.. 

 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by 

your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 



5. Kontakion for the Nativity of the Theotokos – (Hymnal-pp.228-231): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Your holy birth delivered Joachim and Anna 

from the reproach of childlessness and liberated Adam and Eve from death’s 

corruption, O Pure One. Thus free from the stain of sin, we, your people, 

honor your birth, crying out to you: A woman thought barren brings forth the 

Theotokos who nourishes Christ our life.  

 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, 

but that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (1 Cor. 15:1-11) 

1Cor. 15:1   Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the 

good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in 

which also you stand,   2 through which also you are being saved, if 

you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you — unless 

you have come to believe in vain.   3 For I handed on to you as of 

first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for 

our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,   4 and that He was 

buried, and that He was raised on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures,   5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve.   6 Then He appeared to more than five hundred brothers 

and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 

have died.   7 Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles.   

8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared also to me.   9 

For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God.   10 But by the grace of 

God I am what I am, and His grace toward me has not been in vain. 

On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them — though it was 

not I, but the grace of God that is with me.   11 Whether then it was 

I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 



Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matthew 19:16-26) 

Matt. 19:16   Then someone came to Him and said, “Teacher, what 

good deed must I do to have eternal life?”   17 And He said to him, 

“Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only One Who is 

good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.”   18 

He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not 

murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You 

shall not bear false witness;   19 Honor your father and mother; 

also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”   20 The young 

man said to Him, “I have kept all these; what do I still lack?”   21 

Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 

possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven; then come, follow Me.”   22 When the young 

man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many 

possessions.   23 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I tell you, 

it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven.   24 

Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”   

25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and 

said, “Then who can be saved?”   26 But Jesus looked at them and 

said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are 

possible.”  
 

 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE 
(TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY):   

“I treasure Your word in my heart, so that I may not 

sin against You.”                    (Psalm 119:11) 
 

 



PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

This past Thursday, September 1st, we began a new ecclesiastical year. I share the 

pastoral encouragement of the Prophet Isaiah in 58:6-14 can help direct us in the 

coming year:  

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 

thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor 

into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide 

yourself from your own kin?  

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 

spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD 

shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you 

shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from 

among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your 

food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light 

shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The LORD will 

guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make 

your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of 

water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you 

shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the 

repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.  

If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, from pursuing your own 

interests on my holy day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day 

of the LORD honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, serving 

your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs; then you shall take 

delight in the LORD, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; I 

will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of the 

LORD has spoken. 



The Prophet Isaiah’s words call us to genuine worship - to align ourselves with God’s 

plans set for us from the beginning. We are called to promote justice, righteousness 

and fairness – which draw us to the blessings of our Lord.  

Let us remain hope-filled in all things. Let us seek new means to offer both physical 

and spiritual food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted. Let us share 

our love for others which indeed reflects our love for God. Let us find this love deep 

within our hearts and nurture it daily with God’s help. And may we demonstrate it 

through fruitful works to glorify God and thank Him.  

Our response to the events and conditions of our world continues to be to share the 

Good News of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and His teachings with humility, 

compassion, and forgiveness, remaining vigilant until His Second and Glorious 

Coming! Amen!  

 



 

 

 

https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/parish-ministries


Today is “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”  
 

… the custom of offering the Five Loaves monthly 

reminds us of the generosity and multiplication of 

the gifts of fish and bread that our Lord multiplied 

and shared with all present. Through this Orthodox 

Service, we return thanksgiving to God for 

multiplying our own gifts and hence, the icon of 

this miracle has been selected as our logo for 

“Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”… the first Sunday of every month (except this 

month)! 

 

On this “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday,” Faye Georgeo is 

offering the five Artos (loaves of bread) in thanksgiving 

for the health and welfare of our parish family and 

God’s blessings in her life this month…  

 

Likewise, today we thank God and celebrate Name 

Days, Birthdays, Wedding Anniversaries, and other special occasions that occurred 

recently or will occur during the month of September. Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating their special events today and thanks to all who offered our parish 

their gifts for God to use and multiply. 

 
 

"Follow" & Like" our Facebook page. Check for updates and photos.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640


On this the 921st Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each 
of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, 
women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia, area for the glory of God! 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

  Sunday, September 4 (12th Sunday of St. Matthew): 

 9:00 am Divine Liturgy, Blessing of Five Loaves & September Commemorations 
 

 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
 

 



Today we celebrate the memory of St. Hermione, who is featured on the cover of today’s 
bulletin. It is reprinted from https://sthhome.com. She is the patron saint of a new 
ministry named after her in Charlotte, NC, overseen by my brother, Fr. Paul Tsahakis, 
MD. Please read the highlights below and support this critical ministry. 

+Fr. George Tsahakis 
 

St. Hermione was a first century Saint and a daughter of St. Phillip the 

Deacon. After perfecting the art of medical healing, St. Hermione devoted 

herself to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and prayer, offering healing of the 

“whole person”. She eventually established a home in Ephesus that 

included a medical clinic. There, she offered spiritual and physical 

healing as well as housing for the poor and homeless. 

The St. Hermione Home of Charlotte, NC is committed to the example 

and person of St. Hermione, who shows both the foundation and method 

for the healing of the whole person. Providing a safe and supportive home 

for homeless women to give birth and spiritually develop and nurture the 

mother and child bond. Access to food, clothing, and medical and mental health services 

and training to learn parenting, personal, and professional skills, thereby enabling self-

sufficiency, leaving homelessness, and living a quality life as a family. 

 

https://sthhome.com/

