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ON THIS DAY, THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW, THE CHURCH 

COMMEMORATES the Forefeast of the Precious Cross, Dionysios the 

Righteous Martyr of Vatopaidi; Joseph the Righteous of Arimathea; and 

Eudokimos the Righteous of Cappadocia. Through their holy intercessions, 

O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 
 

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and 

we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. 

According to new CDC guidelines, indoor mask mandates are being relaxed 

for those areas of the US where hospitals are not greatly impacted by 

COVID-19 cases. In response, His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios on March 

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


2nd wrote to the Metropolis of Atlanta faithful offering His guidance. Please 

read it by clicking here.  

 

As before, those who continue to wear masks have every right to do so, 

whether or not our parish falls into a low or medium risk area. Whether 

others continue to wear masks for the sake of their friends or family, or even 

out of caution for their own health, their decisions should be respected as 

demonstrations of Christ-like love. May our collective intercessions to our 

Creator help to bring a spirit of healing and peace to our world. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 

canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited 

to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the 

conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the 2nd Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.118-121): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The angelic powers appeared at Your 

tomb, the soldiers guarding it became as dead men, and Mary stood at Your 

grave seeking Your most pure body. But You made hell a captive; You were 

untouched by its might. You came to the Virgin and granted life. O Lord, 

Who rose from the dead, glory to You. 
 

3. Hymn Commemorating St. Eudokimos – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. The Master who called you to eternal mansions on 

high preserves incorrupt your body even after you died, O holy Evdokimos; 

for you had led a lifestyle of self-restraint and decorum, never staining your 

flesh; and therefore truly you are blessed. With confidence intercede with 

Christ to save our souls. 
 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022


chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 

intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

5. Kontakion for 8/6 Feast of Transfiguration – (Hymnal-pp.284-287): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. You were transfigured on the mountain, O 

Christ our God, showing Your disciples as much of Your glory as they 

could bear, so that when they see You crucified they will know that You 

suffer freely, and they will tell all the world that You are truly the 

radiance of the Father. 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 

that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 

 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:1-10) 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 

from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 

laid Him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward 

the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter 

came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 

lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then 

the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 

saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that 

He must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their 

homes.  

 



Epistle Reading (Romans 15:1-7) 

15We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and 

not to please ourselves. 2Each of us must please our neighbor for the 

good purpose of building up the neighbor. 3For Christ did not please 

Himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you have 

fallen on Me.” 4For whatever was written in former days was written for 

our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Gospel Reading (Matthew 9:27-35) 
27As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying 

loudly, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 28When He entered the 

house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you 

believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 
29Then He touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it 

be done to you.” 30And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly 

ordered them, “See that no one knows of this.” 31But they went away 

and spread the news about Him throughout that district. 32After they 

had gone away, a demoniac who was mute was brought to Him. 33And 

when the demon had been cast out, the one who had been mute spoke; 

and the crowds were amazed and said, “Never has anything like this 

been seen in Israel.” 34But the Pharisees said, “By the ruler of the 

demons He casts out the demons.” 35Then Jesus went about all the 

cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 

sickness.  

 



 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO 

MEMORY): 
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern 

what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable 

and perfect.”       (Romans 12:2)     

 
 

Pastoral Reflection from Fr. George 
for Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday 

 

 



 



                            

Soldiers Angels – May NO Soldier Go Unloved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• While Soldiers Angels supports our active-duty personnel, we also 

heavily support our veterans! Soldiers Angels offers incredible 

opportunities for volunteers to serve our veterans both in person and 

from home. If you’re feeling isolated and need to finally get involved, 

look no further! 

• Every month in Atlanta, Soldiers Angels provides food to over 200 

needy veterans through the Mobile Food Drive. Are you a member of 

a group who would like to come and volunteer your team and 

perhaps sponsor the food for that month? 

• If you are interested in supporting our troops through other teams, 

check these out: Letter Writing, Ladies of Liberty (supporting our 

female troops), Angel Bakers, Cards Plus, Baby Brigade, Women of 

Valor (supporting our care givers to wounded veterans), Adopting a 

family and so much more! 

• Check out these teams at www.soldiersangels.org and if you’re 

interested, contact Faye Georgeo at fgeorgeo@soldiersangels.org.  

http://www.soldiersangels.org/
mailto:fgeorgeo@soldiersangels.org


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Follow" & Like" our Facebook page. Check for updates and photos.  

On this the 916th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each of 
you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, 
women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will 
experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build 
His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia, area for the glory of God! 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

Sunday, July 31 (Seventh Sunday of St. Matthew):  

          7:45 a.m.     Orthros Service 

  9:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy & Special Presentation Supporting Prison 

      Ministry Awareness Sunday 

11:15 am Let’s EAT! - Join us at Broadway Diner, 535 S. Glynn St., Suite 1009,  
Fayetteville, GA 30214. It’s easy – no reservations, Dutch Treat, and open to all…!   

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640


The following reflection was written by Fr. John Brown and is reprinted from https://theocpm.org in 
support of “Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday 2022”.         +Fr. George Tsahakis 

 
“Bring my soul out of prison that I 
may give thanks to Your Name.” 

These words are familiar to most Orthodox 
Christians. They come from Psalm 142, are chanted at 
every Great Vespers, and they can teach those of us 
with a heart for inmates and prison ministry. 

The psalmist is describing his own experience of 
prison. It may have been an actual, physical prison, or 
it may have been an emotional, spiritual prison. The 
latter can be just as painful as the former. Every 
person, including Orthodox Christians, has 
experienced what John of the Cross called, “The dark 
night of the soul.” In such times, a person feels the 
darkness, the fear, and above all, the intense 
loneliness of life in prison, even if that person is not actually living behind bars. 

Volunteers who enter prison can fall into this category. As they drive into the parking lot of a prison, to lead a 
service, or teach a class, or counsel an inmate, they are often feeling the burdens of life just like everybody else. 
They ask themselves, “Am I going to lose my job over this coronavirus? My father is in a nursing home and I 
cannot visit him. Is he okay? I really don’t like the guy my daughter is dating.” Some prison volunteers’ bodies may 
be free, but when they enter the facility, go through security, pick up their badges, and walk with their escorts 
towards the Chapel, they are carrying their own personal prison inside them. In such a situation, that is a good 
time to pray, “Bring my soul out of prison that I may give thanks to Your Name,” as a request. 

But then they enter the Chapel and meet with their usual inmates for the usual service, class, or counseling 
session. There, they encounter a special inmate. He is serving an extremely long sentence. Some of his loved ones 
have died, and he was unable to attend the funeral. The inmate may even be in the Special Housing Unit, and 
therefore only leaves his cell to exercise and see the sky one hour a day. But despite his dark situation, that 
inmate is always smiling. He addresses the volunteer with kindness and gentleness, without the profanity or 
bravado the way most inmates talk. He eagerly receives the Word of God from the volunteer with a completely 
receptive heart. Instead of complaining, he talks about how God is blessing him, even in his stark surroundings. 

Such an inmate is the opposite of the weary volunteer, whose body is free but whose spirit is in prison. Such an 
inmate’s body is in prison, but his soul is free, at peace, resting in God, routinely rejoicing in His divine 
companionship. That inmate could say, “Bring my soul out of prison that I may give thanks to Your Name” more 
as a present experience than a request. Often, when the weary volunteer and the deified inmate meet, a 
beautiful thing happens: The weary volunteer leaves the facility with their prayer “Bring my soul out of prison 
that I may give thanks to Your Name,” requested while entering, now answered while leaving. 

Many of us went into prison ministry to be used by God to save the souls of inmates. But over time, we have 
learned that God has used the example of faithful inmates to save us. 

https://theocpm.org/


 


