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“For You are the resurrection, the life, and the repose of Your departed servant, 

Nicholas, Christ our God, and to You we offer glory, with Your eternal Father 

who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now 

and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.” With these words, Fr. George ended 

the Memorial service  on Sunday, January 30th for our beloved Nicholas 

Christodoulopoulos, Stella’s beloved husband of blessed memory. Nick lovingly 

built our Bishop’s Throne, Chantors Stand, Stasidia and frame for our Epitaphios. 

Whenever I see his handiwork, assisted by his stepson, George Skouteris, I give 

thanks to God for their precious gifts that are used in every service. In turn, it gives 

me pause that every precious gift, while initially coming from God, passes through 

the hands and encouragement of those He created that are part of our parish 

family. That leads me to thank our readers today for what you are doing and for 

the time and talents you share to ensure we not only maintain but thrive. Sunday’s 

Gospel spoke it best: “…let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in Heaven.” (Mt. 5:16) I give 

thanks to God and to all of you for sharing and shining His light each day. Amen. 
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Related to Sunday’s commemoration of The Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great, 

Gregory the Theologian, & John Chrysostom, I sought to demonstrate their love 

for God’s people by imitating what they did: 1) witness the truth, love, and mercy 

of God from His words from His Sermon on the Mount (just quoted above) and 2) 

share gifts from three of our parishioners and myself that were intended to remind 

everyone of God’s presence amidst whatever situation we confront. St. Basil, St. 

Gregory, and St. John Chrysostom gave their earthly possessions to those in need, 

and by need, we should not limit our interpretation to food, clothing, and shelter. 

Today, just like when these three saints lived in the fourth century, people often 

are overlooked… no, not intentionally, but due to the many demands we face 

from demands from work and families. Without noticing what others are 

confronting, we inadvertently forget or notice we have many opportunities to 

remind others that they matter. While not starving or living on the street, there 

are brothers and sisters in Christ that are separated from us by long distances that 

isolate them; we forget we have them as friends. We have stopped talking and 

sharing time together… behavior that affirms their value and respect for them. 

Perhaps they live alone or are suffering a health issue and must isolate during the 

pandemic. In these situations, it’s easy for them to endure their pain and suffering 

without the benefit of our encouragement and support. They may feel we no 

longer care for them. With all these situations and many more, one of the aims 

from my sermon and gifts yesterday was to lift up the opportunities we have 

every day to provide unexpected and random words and gifts of kindness… to 

those in need of being affirmed as worthy of our friendship and love, of our 

pastoral support and presence, and our respect that they matter... whether they 

are a widow or widower, are seeking to build up their home, family, and business, 

are serving others as Godparents, are sharing possessions that go unused and 

even forgotten, are reminding our young families that they have courage and are 

commended for building their homes within the Body of Christ, or simply 

surprising a child with a treasured toy. While someone likened me to playing 

Santa Claus, my true aim was to witness and demonstrate the lives and 

philanthropy of the three “pillars of faith”, Saints Basil, Gregory, and John. They 

knew the truth of Christ; they shared it through their speech and actions, and they 

helped transform countless others in the centuries since their death. In response, 

I received a beautiful note of encouragement and thank its sender for taking 

time to reinforce my own faith that God’s Word overcomes all obstacles: 
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Glory to God! 
Glory to God! 
Glory to God! 
 
Today’s service was glorious! 
The sermon was outstanding! 
The Memorial and remarks about the donations by the family, so very 
special. 
 
Anyone watching had to feel Christ, His love, the love of our parish 
members and their commitment to His Holy Church and one another. 
 
May His light shine always in our lives and thru us for His glory. 
 
Thank you for such a warm and informative, beautiful offering. 
Today was just more wonderful than I can express. So appreciative! 
 
The choir sang with the angels beautifully. 
Our next practice will be Thursday at 5:30. 
 
Giving glory to our God that [my family] is on the mend and praying for 
[those who are sick]. We continue to stay separated and pray for 
complete healing for them. 
 
Love to all, 
Alexandra 
 
Faithfully, 
Jeanie Ellinas 

***When we spoke, Jeanie added that for those watching the service 

who were not Orthodox, she felt it would make them want to become 

Orthodox. Likewise, for those who were Orthodox that were not coming, 

it would draw them in as well. Thank you, Jeanie, for taking time to share 

and give your surprise words of kindness and support in response to 

Christ’s divine light and love for all! “What goes around, comes around!” 
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Yesterday, I offered two separate commemorative coins. I end with the Scriptural 

verses they witness as reminders of the strength of God and His desire for us to 

apply His armor and strength as we put into practice His teachings to help the lives 

of others He places in our everyday paths. 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole 

armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For 

our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the whole 

armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having 
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done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the 

belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 

righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will 

make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of 

these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to 

quench all the flaming arrows of the evil 

one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. Pray in the Spirit at all times in every 

prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 

persevere in supplication for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:10-18)  

“do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your 

God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with 

my victorious right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) 

Prayer of St. Ephraim 
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This past Sunday, after the Memorial Luncheon that Stella Christodoulopoulos and her 

family provided to our parish family, Presbytera Marinda took this photo of me with our 

grandchildren. When she shared it with me, a tear came to my eye… the very furniture 

that Nick Christodoulopoulos and George Skouteris had built was considered a special 

place to sit by my young grandson, also named Nicholas and his sister, Evie. Future 

chantors… perhaps! But what better place for kids to feel welcome and special. “What 

goes around, comes around!” May Nicholas’ memory be eternal! Amen! 


