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A message about the Liturgical Arts Academy 

Dear Father George, 

This year my husband Bill and I went to the Liturgical Arts Academy retreat 

in Salem South Carolina. I did take an iconography class with Father 

Anthony and Bill was part of the Liturgical Chanting Class at the Academy. 

Never before had I contemplated the idea of drawing an icon but when the 

bulletin announced the retreat back in February I was decided to sign up for 

the class. I was very nervous for never had I drawn an icon before, nor was I 

an artist in any mean. During my conversion to Greek Orthodoxy, the icon 

was somehow a spiritual vehicle for me to connect with the faith. Back in 

2005, I was fortunate to visit The Guggenheim Museum in New York. A 

fantastic exhibition featured the history of Russia but more specifically the 

history of art in Russia. Many Russian icons where displayed. Not only was I 

completely fascinated by the beauty of the pieces that I was contemplating, 

but the spiritual connection with those images was real. I did like the feeling 

while looking at those icons and they did trigger curiosity and a sense of 

holiness. By signing up for the iconography class I thought that it would be 

the perfect opportunity not only to extend my knowledge about iconography, 

but also to learn the technique behind those holy pictures.  

Bill and I were very excited about the retreat. He had never been to the 

retreat center, and I only had been there for the inauguration of the chapel.  

We were both very impressed by the beauty of the setting. The property’s 

location in the forest, the pond, the vineyards, the fruit and vegetable garden 

and the magnificent Chapel made it a beautiful and peaceful setting 

secluded from the world.  



Every single day was marked at the beginning by the Matin-service followed 

by class during the day and the Vesper service in the evening. Certain days 

we attended the Divine Liturgy. Our iconography class was on the lower 

level of the Panaia Chapel. It was magnificent! The walls were ornate with 

beautiful iconography featuring not only the Greek Orthodox Faith but also 

the legacy of many Greek thinkers.  

The days at the Diakonia- Retreat Center started around 5:00 AM to be on 

time for the Matin Service and would extend into the early evening when the 

last liturgical service was over. We did socialize during lunch and dinner time 

and during our classes, but someone could say that there was not a lot of 

downtime during the week. I did enjoy this regimen and sometimes I thought 

that the routine of the monastics would resemble to this: The day’s rhythm 

being dictated by work and prayers in community. I loved it! Not only for all 

the instruction I was receiving but for deepening my orthodox faith and also 

making me feel closer to God.  

Many factors contributed to this feeling: the beauty of the chapel, the lack of 

distraction, the focused work and painting, the prayers, the positive 

encouragement and instructions from Father Anthony’s and the Byzantine 

chants just conferred to those days what I would call Spiritual Majesty. It felt 

like Pascha!  

By the end of the week, I had completed an icon and even if it was not the 

most beautiful icon compared to the other Academy candidates, I felt a 

sense of pride for accomplishing something that I would never have thought 

would have been possible before. 



 When I look at my icon of Saint Demetrios, I can see all the progress that I 

have accomplished during the week for I am now able to see everything I 

would do differently if I could we redo the work. But when I look at my icon 

that it has now been blessed by father Anthony and Father Andreas and is 

hanging in my room at home, I also see my a reminder of discipline and 

prayers.  

What was also amazing is that all of us had very different icons even if we 

started with the same drawing. The experience together in the class helped 

me realize how different we are in terms of our respective talents and 

strength; some students were very talented but had very little patience, 

others were less talented but had a very positive attitude while drawing and 

even others just had fun learning something new. To summarize we all came 

with different objectives on what we would be gaining from this experience. 

Some of the students wanted to become iconographers and do it for a living, 

others had already painted icons before and wanted to improve their painting 

skills. I wanted to learn to draw an icon but the lesson that I have learned 

through the class goes far beyond the icon itself.  

Discipline, prayers, community and joy while doing something beautiful in the 

name of our Lord is the spiritual lesson that I have wanted to take home. 

When we left the Diakonia Center, it felt like we were leaving behind a world 

of peace filled with God’s presence and beauty to go back to the world we 

know beautiful too but filled with commotions and distractions. I told Bill that I 

was sad to leave but that I felt really blessed to have been able to attend 

such a beautiful experience.  



Since we came back I have tried to focus on the goals that I have set for 

myself since then: to be more disciplined with my prayer life and fasting and 

practicing drawing while reading about the life of the Saints.  

This retreat was not only a wonderful learning experience, but it had also a 

profound impact on my spiritual life. I would love to be sponsoring someone 

from our parish to be able to attend this Liturgical Art sharing the joy of 

learning.  

   

Sincerely yours,   

Isabelle Wiley  

   

 

 

 

 



    

   

This Saturday is our Greece on the Go fundraiser, and we need 

your help! The venue has moved to Fayetteville on at the future 

location of Broadway Diner at 705 West Lanier Road, Fayetteville, 

GA 30214, next to AutoZone.   

   

Please use the link below to sign up for shift times. We need the help 

so if you can stay all day, we would very much appreciate your time. 

Tell your friends to come join us for some awesome traditional Greek 

food!  

   

Please contact Tom Farmakis at (404) 428-7006 if you have any 

questions.   

    

Click here to sign up to volunteer for Greece on the GO!  
  

    

 

  
  

Hello St. Christopher Family,   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-volunteer1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-volunteer1


 
    

 
  



 

  

 
  



 

  

  

        

 

  

Click Here or the image to sign up to Volunteer!    
   

  

 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-lend
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-lend
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-lend


 



 

  

 

 

  



 

   Click here to download the PDF of the Pastry Order Form.   

  

 

https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/6897bc17-b13f-b681-2518-3c6b71b63964/PASTRY_ORDER_SALE_FORM_2022.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/6897bc17-b13f-b681-2518-3c6b71b63964/PASTRY_ORDER_SALE_FORM_2022.pdf
https://my-business-104643.square.site/


 
    

 

https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/product/hands-of-love/57?cs=true&cst=custom


   
 



 

  

 
  



 

 
 

 

  

  
 



  

  

   

https://www.atlmetropolis.org/winter-youth-rally


  

  

  
  

https://www.hellenicdancefestival.com/mission-and-values
https://www.atlmetropolis.org/young-adult


 

          

   
  

 

  

  

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E354616&id=1
https://theocpm.org/2022/09/28/i-look-at-the-rays-of-the-sun-and-i-see-christ-a-reflection-from-roy-azar/


  
  

  
  

 
  

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/sost/interview_with_niko_petrogeorge_orthodox_christian_prison_ministry


 
 

 

https://www.panhellenicsf.org/apply


 

 

  

 

https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/84020-Pan-Hellenic-Scholarship-Foundation


      

 
  



 

 

 

  
 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022


 

   

  

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES  

  

    

CLICK HERE TO VIEW PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERVICES   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/07a68e08-9440-a624-db88-aa82e463a6d2
https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/07a68e08-9440-a624-db88-aa82e463a6d2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos


 

  

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org  

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.  

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions  

   

 

  

 

 
 

 

  

Click Image for Online Givin g     

https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3


 

   Click image to view our parish calendar   
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