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“To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 

and glory forever and ever. Amen.” St. Paul praised God with these 

words from Sunday’s Epistle lesson from 1st Timothy 1:15-17. He 

preached that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners of whom 

he was the foremost. Yet God poured His mercy on him to “display the 

utmost patience, making [St. Paul] an example to those who would come 

to believe in Him for eternal life.”  



 

 

 

  

In Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 18:35-43), Jesus, on His way to Jerusalem, met 

a man who became blind after birth. Jesus restored his sight, giving him 

His light as He miraculously enabled him to regain his sight. In turn, the 

healed man followed Jesus, glorifying God; all the people upon seeing it 

praised God as well.  

  

In response, the challenge for us is choosing to live our lives illumined 

by the light of Christ Jesus. Let us beware of the darkness that lurks 

to diminish His light when we let our guards down. In confronting 

sinful and difficult choices, we can fall prey to spiritual blindness. 

Through active participation in the sacramental life of the  

Body of Christ, we can regain our sight and be healed with Christ’s 

saving grace in our life.    

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



Thanks to Cynthia Cromartie and our volunteers at Philoptochos’ January  

Random Acts of Kindness at the Midwest Georgia Food Bank on 

Wednesday, January 19th.  As a faith-based organization, it is the mission 

of Midwest Food Bank to share the love of Christ by alleviating hunger 

and malnutrition locally and throughout the world and providing disaster 

relief; all without discrimination. Its vision is to provide industry-leading 

food relief to those in need while feeding them spiritually.  

   

  

  

 



As adults, let us enable our children to learn and preserve the precious 

gift of God’s Good News today and in the future. Please do your part. I 

commend you for doing so! Our teachers offer classes whether one 

student or everyone is present. They prepare faithfully and sacrifice for 

each of us. I commend them for this gift of their time and talents and are 

very thankful for their commitment to the youth of our parish family.  

   

 



   

St. John Chrysostom offered the following consideration on acts of charity: 
Imagine a carpenter with the crudest of tools. It takes him many days to 
make a simple table; and its quality is so low that the price he obtains for it 
is poor. He has a choice: either he can spend all the money he earns on 
food and drink, or he can set some money aside, even if it means going 
hungry, in order to buy better tools. If he does the latter, then he will soon 
be making good tables much more quickly, and so his earnings will quickly 
rise.  
  

This choice is analogous to a spiritual choice that each of us must make. 

Either we can spend for our own pleasure all the wealth we possess, or 

we can set aside part of our wealth to give to others. If we do the latter, 

then we may sacrifice a few immediate, earthly pleasures; but the joy we 

earn for ourselves in Heaven far, far surpasses the pleasure we have lost 

on earth. Every act of charity on earth is an investment in Heaven.    

 

[The Keres Family…our parishioners in LaGrange, GA]  

   



  

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxw15awP0lgm2dW-TMuTIa1U8tOEjP0W7LTpthiDjn0e_HRw/viewform


 

   
 



  

 
   

 Dear Saint Christopher Faithful,  

   

Happy New Year! I hope everyone has fully transitioned into 2022 and 

feeling better for those that experienced the holiday Covid wave. During 

the holidays with many traveling, hosting or quarantined; it was reaffirmed 

to the Parish Council that we can benefit from and would like to 

encourage additional reserves of coverage for our usher and video 

ministries. Weekday services are an area of specific need.   

  

If you are retired, have a flexible schedule, or would just like to participate; 

please consider serving as an alternate on one of these two very 

important positions within our parish. Contact me directly so I can add 

your name to our sign up list that is optional and flexible based on your 

availability. I'll be offering a refresher meeting after church or by zoom in 

the coming weeks for the current volunteers based on availability. Again, 

please contact me directly at stsarantis@gmail.com to add your name to 

the list!  

   

Faithfully,  

Steve Sarantis  

Parish Council President  

  



 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 

no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth.  

   

  

RESCHEDULED!   

🥮  Our Vasilopita Luncheon will be held February 6 after church 

services. Your Philoptochos Society will be providing the main dish and we 

are asking you to bring a side dish to share. There will be 12  

Vasilopitas to bid on to benefit St. Basil’s Academy.  

Thank you for your flexibility!  

   

Reminder: Our bookstore has Vasilopita Coins on sale for $8 if you are 

interested!  

   

Save the Date!!  

♥️🍷🧀    Mark your calendars! The Ladies of Philoptochos will be 

hosting an evening for fellowship: Wine and Cheese Tasting event, 

February 24, 7pm.  

 

      

 

  



   

 
    

https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/product/hands-of-love/3?cs=true&cst=custom


 

  



 

Stewardship Drive 2022  

   

As we are entering the New Year, I ask you to renew your pledge offering 

of your time, talents, and treasures for 2022. Your 2022 stewardship 

pledge enables us to build up and nurture each other’s spiritual lives.  

   

St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church offers many opportunities to 

grow in our faith with the combined help of one another. As a parish 

family, we worship God, we learn about His love and mercy, we witness 

these to each other, and we have opportunities to help those in need.  

   

Looking around our parish, I notice there are many ways to serve God 

and His Holy Church. Some of us enjoy singing in the choir or with the 

chantors. How nice to see people we know greet us upon arrival in the 

narthex and usher guests and visitors. What would we do without those 

helping in the kitchen as well as those keeping the church tidy after 

services? Our youth love Religious Education as do the dedicated 

teachers and helpers. Both parishioners and non-parishioners are 

committing to our Building Fundraising efforts through Greece on the Go, 

GreekFest, and our Golf Classic. Our Philoptochos and Parish Council 

need our help volunteering for ministries, and together with Fr. George, 

we welcome all parishioners to feel ownership and help out.  

   

Today, I ask you prayerfully to consider the tremendous impact of these 

activities; please recognize that without your collective support, we 

achieve much less than God desires. On His behalf, our parishioners 

 



welcome you and your family and ask you to be involved in our parish 

stewardship, i.e., giving of your time, talents, and financial support.  

   

Our treasures are sometimes the hardest to offer. I can confirm to you my 

own struggles with this years ago. What a blessing it was to realize that in 

giving more of myself, God gave me the peace of mind to let go of 

depending on myself and instead I could rely on Him and His will for my 

family.   

   

My brothers and sisters, we are transformed every day from our mutual 

prayers and support. Our parish family benefits from your generous 

blessings to build up God’s Body by us giving freely of our treasures. He 

has been patient and merciful to me and my husband; many of you have 

shared the same with me and others in our parish family. For all these 

blessings, we are most thankful. God is with us now and always.  

   

Don’t delay… with prayers and thanksgiving I ask you to consider giving in 

ALL areas of stewardship… your time, your talents and your financial 

support.  

   

I thank you in advance for your generosity and faithfulness to our Great 

God and Savior, Jesus Christ and His Holy Church.  

   

Sincerely,    

Jeanie/Lydia McGee     

Thank you for your 2021 pledge amount of _____________.    

Click here to make your 2022 Stewardship Offering. Many thanks!   

https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=bc31e1cbed&e=54f1bd311e
https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=bc31e1cbed&e=54f1bd311e


 

 
 

  
 

https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=39dcd5e55c&e=54f1bd311e
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rce2hrDMqHdaXKs3Gh4mrBLpKf03Dor4y


 

 

 

  

 

  

https://www.panhellenicsf.org/


 

 

 

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES  

  

    

CLICK HERE TO VIEW PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERVICES   
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We welcome you to join us in person for church services.   
    

 

 

Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home 

to recover and rest. We strongly encourage all parishioners who 

visit to resume wearing masks to slow the spread of the Delta 

variant in response to His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios' request to our 

Clergy and Parish Councils to do so.  

  

  
Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an injury or death of an 

individual entering these premises if such injury or death results from the 

inherent risks of contracting COVID-19. You are assuming this risk by 

entering these premises.  
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Click Image for Online Giving   

  

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org  

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.  

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions  
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   Click image to view our parish calendar  
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