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“To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 

forever and ever. Amen.” St. Paul praised God with these words from Sunday’s 

Epistle lesson from 1st Timothy 1:15-17. He preached that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners of whom he was the foremost. Yet God poured His 

mercy on him to “display the utmost patience, making [St. Paul] an example to 

those who would come to believe in Him for eternal life.”  

In Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 18:35-43), Jesus, on His way to Jerusalem, met a man 

who became blind after birth. Jesus restored his sight, giving him His light as He 

miraculously enabled him to regain his sight. In turn, the healed man followed 

Jesus, glorifying God; all the people upon seeing it praised God as well. 

In response, the challenge for us is choosing to live our lives illumined by the 

light of Christ Jesus. Let us beware of the darkness that lurks to diminish His light 

when we let our guards down. In confronting sinful and difficult choices, we can 

fall prey to spiritual blindness. Through active participation in the sacramental 

life of the Body of Christ, we can regain our sight and be healed with Christ’s 

saving grace in our life.  
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Thanks to Cynthia Cromartie and our volunteers at Philoptochos’ January Random 

Acts of Kindness at the Midwest Georgia Food Bank on Wednesday, January 19th.  

As a faith-based organization, it is the mission of Midwest Food Bank to share the 

love of Christ by alleviating hunger and malnutrition locally and throughout the 

world and providing disaster relief; all without discrimination. Its vision is to 

provide industry-leading food relief to those in need while feeding them 

spiritually. 
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As adults, let us enable our children to learn and preserve the precious 

gift of God’s Good News today and in the future. Please do your part. I 

commend you for doing so! Our teachers offer classes whether one 

student or everyone is present. They prepare faithfully and sacrifice for 

each of us. I commend them for this gift of their time and talents and are 

very thankful for their commitment to the youth of our parish family. 
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St. John Chrysostom offered the following consideration on acts of charity: Imagine a 

carpenter with the crudest of tools. It takes him many days to make a simple table; and 

its quality is so low that the price he obtains for it is poor. He has a choice: either he can 

spend all the money he earns on food and drink, or he can set some money aside, even 

if it means going hungry, in order to buy better tools. If he does the latter, then he will 

soon be making good tables much more quickly, and so his earnings will quickly rise.  

This choice is analogous to a spiritual choice that each of us must make. Either we can 

spend for our own pleasure all the wealth we possess, or we can set aside part of our 

wealth to give to others. If we do the latter, then we may sacrifice a few immediate, 

earthly pleasures; but the joy we earn for ourselves in Heaven far, far surpasses the 

pleasure we have lost on earth. Every act of charity on earth is an investment in Heaven. 
 

 

[The Keres Family…our parishioners in LaGrange, GA] 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxw15awP0lgm2dW-TMuTIa1U8tOEjP0W7LTpthiDjn0e_HRw/viewform
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