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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, January 30, 2022 
 

ON THIS DAY, WE REMEMBER the Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs: Basil 

the Great, Gregory the Theologian, & John Chrysostom; Hippolytos, 

Pope of Rome; and Athanasia the Martyr & her 3 daughters. Through 

their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen.  

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and we 

also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us 

comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your 

kind understanding in following them. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to you 

and all who are assisting during worship services.  

 

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover 

and rest. We strongly encourage all parishioners who visit to resume wearing 

masks to slow the spread of the Omicron variant in response to His Eminence 

Metropolitan Alexios' request to our Clergy and Parish Councils to do so. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 

canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to 

partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of 

today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Grave Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.122-125): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: By Your Cross, O Lord, You destroyed 

death; to the thief You opened paradise. The myrrhbearers’ sorrow You 

transformed into joy, and You sent Your apostles forth to proclaim that You 

had risen from the dead, Christ our God, bestowing on all the world Your 

great mercy. 
 

3. Hymn of the Three Hierarchs – (not in Hymnal): 

This hymn is sung after the Small Entrance: Those three magnificent luminaries of the 

tri-solar Godhead, who lit up the whole world with rays of divine doctrines; 

those mellifluent rivers of wisdom, who irrigated all creation with the waters 

of the knowledge of God; Basil the Great, and Gregory the Theologian, and 

the illustrious John, whose tongue produced golden words! Let all of us who 

are enamored of their words come together and sing hymns to honor them. For 

they are ever interceding with the Trinity on our behalf. 

 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you chant, 

singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 

intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19


 

5. Kontakion of the Presentation of the Lord – (Hymnal-pp.250-253): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: For our salvation You took flesh and You 

sanctified the Virgin’s womb; You blessed the aged Simeon as You lay 

resting in his arms; and having come to save us all, O Christ our God, to 

these troubled times, bring Your lasting peace. Give strong and undaunted 

faith to all Your people, O only lover of mankind. 

 

6. Communion Hymn – (not in Hymnal): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of “Aineite” or “Praise the 

Lord”: Their proclamation went forth into all the earth, and their words to the 

ends of the world. Alleluia. 

 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 

that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 21:1-14) 

After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 

Tiberias; and He showed Himself in this way. Gathered there together were 

Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples. Simon Peter said to them, 

"I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out 

and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after 

daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They 

answered Him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the 

boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to 

haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved 

said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, 

he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the 

other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were 

not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they had gone 

ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said 

to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter 



went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-

three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus 

said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to 

ask Him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came 

and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This 

was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after He was 

raised from the dead. 

 

Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Hebrews 13:7-16) 

7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 

the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and for ever. 9Do not be carried away by all kinds 

of strange teachings; for it is well for the heart to be strengthened by grace, 

not by regulations about food, which have not benefited those who observe 

them. 10We have an altar from which those who officiate in the tent have no 

right to eat. 11For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the 

sanctuary by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the 

camp. 12Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the city gate in order to sanctify 

the people by His own blood. 13Let us then go to Him outside the camp and 

bear the abuse He endured. 14For here we have no lasting city, but we are 

looking for the city that is to come. 15Through Him, then, let us continually 

offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess His 

name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God.  

 

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matthew 5:14-19) 

14 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15No 

one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 

to your Father in Heaven. 17 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the 

law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell 



you, until Heaven and earth pass away, not one letter,not one stroke of a 

letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever 

breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 

same, will be called least in the kingdom of Heaven; but whoever does them 

and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of Heaven.  

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

Today, we commemorate the Feast of the Three Hierarchs. The Three 

Hierarchs are known as the Fathers of Orthodox Education and Literacy. They 

were St. Basil The Great, St. Gregory the Theologian, and St. John 

Chrysostom.  

They all helped to strengthen Christianity by promoting the teaching of love. 

From around the year 1100, the 30th of January has been celebrated as a day 

for Greek and Christian education, writings, and teaching.  

These three saints lived in Byzantium and were great teachers of the Holy 

Word. They fought the opponents of their day and won. St. Basil created the 

first Philanthropic Society. Through his inspiration, his faithful built 

orphanages for abandoned children. They looked after widows and the poor. 

They built old people’s homes. They looked after and helped the imprisoned. 

They created a fund to buy back the freedom of prisoners. They built hospitals 

and sanctuaries for lepers. They believed that the Church's wealth should be 

used for the benefit of the poor and those in need. St. John Chrysostom built 



hospitals in Constantinople. St. Gregory left all his money to the Church in his 

diocese for the benefit of the poor.  

St. John Chrysostom said that if you had nothing you were not poor. Rather, 

you were poor if you desired much. He taught you were not rich if you had a 

lot. Instead, you were rich if you desired nothing. St. Basil believed that if you 

gained something through a bad deed, you had married unhappiness. All three 

saints believed that God had made the soul for work, and that all occupations 

should be respected. St. John believed that money was good if it was used to 

satisfy the hunger of your fellow man. Kindness and generosity were at the 

heart of their teaching. We celebrate their day collectively on January 30th 

each year, but each of these saints has his own individual day on which we 

celebrate his life and works. St. Basil is remembered on January 1st, St. 

Gregory on January 25th and St. John Chrysostom on January 27th. 

 

MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 

“Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your Name; 

deliver us, and forgive our sins, for Your Name’s sake.”   (Ps. 79:9) 
 

 

Join us THIS Wednesday, February 2 

Feast of The Meeting of Our Lord in The Temple 

9:00 am - Divine Liturgy (No chantors volunteered today so we 

will NOT offer Orthros this morning. We will finish by 10:00 a.m.) 



  

 

_____________________________________________ 



 
 

_____________________________________________ 



 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for 
updates and photos. 

 

On this the 892nd Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we 
continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may 
seem like we are just a handful of men, women, and children, if we commit 
ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the 
miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia, area for the glory of God! 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

Sunday, January 30 (Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great, Gregory 

   the Theologian, & John Chrysostom): 

 7:45 am    Orthros Service 

 9:00 am    Divine Liturgy, Memorial Service & Reception - Nick  

  Christodoulopoulos 

     11:00 am    Religious Education Classes 

     12:00 pm    Let’s EAT! [Join us at Broadway Diner, 535 S. Glynn St., Suite 1009,  

   Fayetteville, GA 30214. It’s easy – no reservations, Dutch Treat, and open to all.] 

  

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640


 
 

His Eminence's Message for Today  
My Beloved Ones, 

This Sunday, our Church remembers those great Fathers of the Church through the Feast of the 
Three Hierarchs, St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory the Theologian, and St. John Chrysostom. These 
three Saints lived at the same time, and indeed, St. Basil & St. Gregory were schoolmates and very 
close friends, before each became Bishops. Their work on behalf of our Lord’s Holy Church was so 
respected that, after they fell asleep in the Lord, there were arguments about which of them was 
the greatest. Much as modern individuals join political parties to express their beliefs, the Basilians 
felt that St. Basil was the greatest for his monastic example; the Johannites, because of St. John’s 
abilities to move people to repentance through his words; and the Gregorians, because of the 
Theologian’s defense against the heresy of Arius. 

The fighting grew so strong, that the Three Hierarchs eventually appeared to St. John Mauropous 
(who was then a monk) in a vision, explaining that each was equal in the eyes of God, “There are no 
divisions among us, and no opposition to one another.” This vision inspired St. John Mauropous to 
compose a common service for the three Saints, to proclaim their brotherhood in Christ. Since each 
of these Saints is commemorated individually earlier in the month of January (St. Basil on the 1st, St. 
Gregory on the 25th, and the finding of St. John’s relics on the 27th) it was decided that this 
celebration of all three should follow, on January 30th. Since each of the Three Hierarchs were 
writers and scholars, we are also blessed to mark January 30th as a day to honor and reflect upon the 
importance of the Greek Letters, for these Saints succeeded in creating a bridge between the 
Ancient pagan philosophy and the Christian faith. 

My brothers and sisters, we live in a time when our country and our society are deeply divided. How 
I wish that we could say, “There are no divisions among us, and no opposition to one another.” This 
is not possible in a world full of strife and sin, but it is possible for the Christian who puts his faith in 
the Lord and follows the examples of three righteous Hierarchs, who supported and uplifted one 
another, and never lost sight of their brotherly affection for one another. We are called to exhibit 
the humility of St. Basil the Great, to witness our faith with the zeal of St. Gregory the Theologian, as 
well as the passion of St. John Chrysostom. 

Indeed, to tie together the celebrations of the Three Hierarchs and Greek Letters Day, a closed 
mind, one that is unwilling to learn or hear, can create suspicion, mistrust, and division—but it is 
when our minds and our hearts our open to our neighbors and brothers, that true dialogue can 
begin. Only then may we be able to say, “There are no divisions among us, and no opposition to one 
another.” 

+ALEXIOS    
Metropolitan of Atlanta 


