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Message from Fr. George for Friday, September 3, 2021 
 

Recently, the Midwest National Parks released a riddle on its Facebook 

page in an effort to help its supporters identify the vast array of wildlife 

that exists on the park trails. What animals can you identify in the 

picture below?  

 

 

My parents of blessed memory taught me the joy and beauty of taking 

nature walks. In turn, Presbytera Marinda and I taught our children to 

appreciate God’s creation by using family vacations to camp and hike in 

the wilderness. What joy we experienced when we spotted unexpected 

wildlife in our treks and discussed how animals live and survive.  
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The photo above reminds me how challenging it can be to “see” 

everything around us. When we view life solely from our personal 

perspective, we may overlook opportunities and miss out on God’s 

blessings. To demonstrate, compare your answer on the number of 

animals with another family member and see if either of you missed 

any. God created us to serve as stewards of His creation, to live in 

peace and harmony, and to grow in His likeness. We do this together. 

 

The correct answer according to the Parks Service is twelve animals. In 

the graphic below, they are revealed along with interesting historical 

facts on each of the animals shown.  
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Among the U.S. National Park system, there are countless animals and 

plants to be spotted, ranging from the small (woodchucks, squirrels, 

chipmunks, and the like) to the massive (buffaloes, grizzly bears, and 

moose). Indeed, North America is teeming with wildlife. There are over 

450 species of mammals, over 900 species of birds, over 650 reptiles, 

more than 300 amphibians and at least 4,000 known arachnids (spider 

family) in North America, and with so much left to explore there may 

well be plenty of undiscovered species out there as well. 

 

 

 

Yesterday, after Religious Education classes, our youth played on the 

church playground. After worshipping God with our church family 

during the Divine Liturgy, we learned about His teachings and how His 
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saints lived in our Sunday School classes. Afterwards, the teachers 

wisely taught another important lesson largely unseen by most of our 

faithful present yesterday… we have opportunities to play and enjoy 

fellowship with our peers both inside church and outside its walls.  

 

Looking at the fullness of God’s Church, He gives us numerous 

opportunities to worship together, to partake of His Body and Blood as 

a spiritual family, to witness His love and mercy and offer His blessings 

to those we encounter. Mother Maria of Paris expressed it this way:  

 

 

 

In our adult religious education classes underway, we are learning how 

Mother Maria was considered extreme and unconventional in her life 
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by giving up everything, including her own life, for others. Yet, she was 

canonized a saint by act of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate on January 16, 2004… less than three months after we 

organized and began our St. Christopher parish. At that time, how easy 

it was for her glorification to go unnoticed amidst the many local and 

world events taking place in our lives. Yet today, we are benefitting 

from taking time to study her life and martyrdom that live beyond her 

earthly life. We are growing spiritually by letting go of our unessential 

worldly cares and in turn learn how Mother Maria overcame the 

physical, emotional, and spiritual obstacles in her life to ensure she is 

now in God’s heavenly household. She is praying for all of us. 

 

God calls us to serve Him by carrying our personal cross and sacrifice in 

His behalf so that we can save others. As brothers and sisters in Christ, 

we have distinct personalities, personal viewpoints, and priorities. God 

calls us to work together and use them as members of His Holy Body. 

As your Priest, I thank you for your commitment to Him. I commend 

your efforts to build up and maintain His Holy Vineyard as we serve 

together as His co-workers. 

 

As we begin a new church year on September 1st, let us reflect and 

pray for God to guide us as we confront our daily routines. Perhaps a 
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start would be to ask ourselves the question my 7th Grade Sunday 

School teacher of blessed memory asked each of her students: “If being 

a Christian were considered a crime, is there enough evidence to convict 

you?” Let us remember, we are not to judge one another. We can only 

assess our own spiritual condition in concert with God and seek to grow 

closer with Him. I believe in you and am here to help; let me know how.  

 

This past Sunday, we prayed for those in need throughout our world. 

With so much suffering, I share the following image as encouragement: 

 

 


