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Pastoral Message from Fr. George for July 9, 2021 

 

Today, our world is thirsting for love, and Christian households are called to 

help God restore humanity by offering it in His behalf. Fr. George used this 

message from the Archdiocese Center for Family Care in his remarks following 

the marriage of Stephanie Zavlanos to William Roche at Annunciation 

Cathedral on July 3rd. He challenged Stephanie and William to build the 

foundation of their new household with God’s love; to offer it freely to the 

youth they teach each day and the world at large. We congratulate them and 

their parents, George and Catherine Zavlanos and William and Susan Roche, 

and their Koubara, Christina Zavlanos. We pray God bless them. 
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Just two days before on July 1st, our parish youth (Hope & Joy) enjoyed an 

afternoon outing at Starlite Family Fun Center. We roller skated, had fun at its 

play gym, enjoyed laser tag, and ate lunch together. While we were waiting 

for everyone to gather, Fr. George learned some basic “American Sign 

Language” from the Johns family’s children. As additional youth arrived, Fr. 

George shared some of it with them. Several hours later, when asked to take 

a group photo with him, without any prompt from Fr. George or our adults, 

one of the children pictured below is expressing the word “love” using ASL. 

Can you spot it? [Answer: It is the child crossing his arms over his chest.] 
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Was it simply coincidence that one of our students would do this? No, it is part 

of God’s grace… it reflects the Word of God’s power in our lives and the 

importance we have as families to instruct and anchor ourselves in trusting 

God and living according to His teachings. The child learned that “sign” at a 

Church outing and now he will never forget it. It reminds him of the love with 

which God calls us to embrace the world. He has and he will! Let us reinforce 

his understanding by modeling that in our adult lives every day! 

For a child to “sign” the word “love” spontaneously reflects his trust in God 

and the teachings his family and Church are promoting. Yes, “God is love” as 

the Apostle John stated in the first image above. By teaching it to our youth 
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from infancy, we reinforce it when we share it with those we encounter 

without prejudice or hatred. As the newlyweds are building their new 

household using God’s love, we pray God bless them with happy and healthy 

children like those pictured above who know God and trust in His Word!  

May all of us share God’s love in our daily encounters; let us put it into practice 

often so that we produce the genuine fruit for God’s harvest of humanity’s 

salvation. As St. Paul shared in our Epistle Lesson yesterday (Rom. 2:10): “glory 

and honor and peace for everyone who does good.” Amen! 

 

“Let the little children come to Me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these 

that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” (Matthew 19:14) 


