
Message from Fr. George for July 30, 2021 

 

 

Paraklesis Services Begin Monday, August 2nd at 6:00 p.m. 
 

I often have observed that there are times of 

great need in our lives… and during our struggles 

we may feel expressing a quick prayer will not 

do…  

 

During these times there is one powerfully 

effective service of prayer to which I have 

resorted time and again – the Paraklesis Service 

to the Mother of God. The very term “paraklesis” gives an idea of its 

purpose: “para” is a Greek prefix that means “alongside of” and the 

verb “kaleo” means “to call out.” Hence “paraklesis” means “to call 



out alongside of” or to invoke the intercessory prayers of the one 

being addressed, in this case the Theotokos – the Mother of God. 

The hymnology of the service itself is breathtaking in its beauty. The 

service, once learned, almost sings itself… so lilting and spiritually 

moving is the experience as the music weaves through the texts of 

the prayers. 

And many times, at home, I have “sought refuge” (to quote from one 

of the stanzas), in the comfort of these prayers as I’ve stood in front 

of our family altar invoking the protection of the Theotokos for an 

urgent need. 

We will offer the Paraklesis Service as a parish family at St. 

Christopher Church on the evenings of August 2nd, 4th, 11th, and 13th. 

This long-standing tradition of our Church affords us the opportunity 

to provide the names of our loved ones for whom we wish to 

fervently pray for to the Priest before the service begins. Their names 

will be lifted up to God in the litanies that occur within the service. 

Click here to offer your names online now.  

In closing, I ask you to consider that the timing of these prayer 

services couldn’t be any better as we begin in August to send our 

youth back to school for another school year. What better way to 

fortify them for the trials and challenges they will face in the year 

ahead? I hope you and your family and friends will join us at least 

once and feel welcome at all four services. 

Faithfully yours, +Fr. George Tsahakis 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgyoXwXL7kD64rJy4yQsxKkrCiyLU72PzDxlmKepYw_Pw-Uw/viewform

