
 
 

 

Fr. George’s Reflection for Memorial Day, May 31, 2021 

 
The last Monday of May is a federal holiday in the United States. It is a day 

for honoring and mourning military personnel who have died while serving 

their military duties. On this day, we can visit cemeteries and memorials to 

honor and mourn those who died while serving in the military. Volunteers 

often place an American flag on the graves of military personnel in national 

cemeteries. The photo below was taken at Georgia National Cemetery in 

Canton, GA. 



Our Archbishop, His Eminence Elpidophoros observed, “On this day in the 

USA, we remember those who never came home from war. We pray as 

President Lincoln that for their sacrifice, ‘our Heavenly Father may assuage 

the anguish of bereavement and leave only the cherished memory of the 

loved and lost.’ Eternal memory.” 

 
My Brother Priest, Fr. Elias Villis shared a beautiful prayer for today. Let us 

pray: 

 
“Lord our God, we thank you for the brave men and women who have 

sacrificed their lives and continue to sacrifice their lives so 

courageously and selflessly for our nation. We ask for Your blessing 

over them and their families. We pray that You would be gracious and 

bless them with Your peace. We pray for Your great favor and 

goodness to be evident in their lives giving them hope in Your 

Resurrection. Please be with all those who wear the uniform, who 

serve our communities and nation every single day. We ask that You 

provide Your protection over them. We ask that You draw them to 

Yourself amidst the dangers they face in a dark world, for You are the 

Resurrection, the Truth, the Way and the Light and to You do we give 

glory, honor, and worship to the ages of ages. Amen.” 

 
Yesterday, I was moved deeply as His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios, 

joined by many clergy and faithful at Annunciation Cathedral offered a 

Memorial Service in commemoration of The Ten Martyrs of Crete who 

perished in 250. My father would witness about the bravery of our martyrs 

and he and my mother taught us to do likewise. Yesterday, as we prayed for 

the memory of these soldiers for Christ, I was reminded that our U.S. military 

inspires all of us to be courageous; should not we, in turn, sacrifice to 

support and defend our country like them, and especially for our religious 

faith. With their martyrdom remembered yesterday, and the memory of our 



soldiers who offered their lives for us remembered today, I believe we could 

benefit from asking ourselves, “What can I do to protect our nation?” 

Similarly, “What can I do to put God first… to serve as His soldier 

protecting His Holy Body, the Church?” 

 

For Orthodox Christians, Memorial Day reminds us it is a duty to mourn the 

fallen heroes of our country. Likewise, every day in the Orthodox Church, we 

remember the lives of men, women, and children who perished in defense of 

our Risen Lord. Their sacrifices ensured we are motivated to do likewise. 

The following reflection on The Ten martyrs of Crete is reprinted from 

https://www.goarch.org. 

 

“These Saints, who were all from Crete, contested for piety's sake during the 

reign of Decius, in the year 250. Theodulus, Saturninus, Euporus, Gelasius, 

and Eunician were from Gortynia, the capital; Zoticus was from Knossos; 

Agathopus, from the port city of Panormus; Basilides, from Cydonia; 

Evarestus and Pompey, from Heraklion. Forced before the Governor as 

Christians, they were subjected to torments for thirty days, being scourged, 

racked, dragged upon the ground through dung heaps, stoned, and spit 

upon. They were questioned again, but their constancy roused the Governor 

to greater fury. After subjecting them to torments more bitter still, he had 

them beheaded. 

https://www.goarch.org/


 

 
 

 

Festal Hymn of The 10 Martyrs of Crete: Let us now honor Crete, that land 

most marvelous, which sprouted forth the ten flowers revered by all, those 

goodly pearls of Christ our God, those verdant boughs of the Martyrs; for 

although they were but ten, the most blessed men put to shame the ten 

thousand armored host of the wicked demonic ranks. And hence, they have 

received crowns of glory as stout-hearted Martyrs of Christ Savior. 

 
Another Hymn for The 10 Martyrs of Crete: Shining like a morning star, the 

Martyrs' contest, worthy of all reverence, hath shown beforehand unto us 

Him that was born in a lowly cave, and Whom the Virgin conceived without 

seed of man. 

 
On this Memorial Day let us be grateful for the sacrifices of our military. Like 

President Lincoln, let us pray that “our Heavenly Father may assuage the 

anguish of bereavement and leave only the cherished memory of the loved 

and lost.” May we all seek God’s strength to be brave like The 10 Martyrs of 

Crete and so many others throughout the ages. May their memory be 

eternal. Amen. 

 
 



 
 

Ready for Summer? The South Atlanta Golf Classic is ON! August 23, 2021 at Flat Creek Golf 

Club 

 

The 2021 South Atlanta Golf Classic sponsored by St. Christopher Outreach Ministry is gearing up 

for another successful year! This is our 3rd year hosting the golf classic and if you haven't 

experienced the excitement, here's what you can expect to see: 

 

• Volunteers spending a leisurely day outdoors! 

• Family and friends hanging out at the golf course (hint: you don't have to be a golfer to 

hang out) 

• Golfers in friendly competition supporting scholarships for children in our community at 

The Bedford School - http://www.thebedfordschool.org and Joseph Sams School - 

https://www.josephsamsschool.org 

• Tom and Maria driving a golf cart with limited skills 

• Father George hit a golf ball! 

• Team Broadway Diner supporting us with food for volunteers and golfers. 

• Exciting competition where skill and luck can turn into great prizes for golfers 

including a trip to Sonoma Valley! 

• Golfers competing for up to $1,000,000 to hit their golf ball into the hole on a single shot! 

• Hundreds of golf balls drop from a helicopter onto the golf course for a prize! 

 

Check out our Event Web Site - South Atlanta Golf Classic (perfectgolfevent.com) - please consider 

sponsoring a hole! 

 

Check out our Helicopter Ball Drop Site - 2021 South Atlanta Golf Classic Helicopter Ball Drop | 

Monday, August 23, 2021 (charityvalet.com) 

 

Be on the lookout for our Volunteer web site that will be active in the next couple of weeks. The work is 

easy and fun! 

 

http://www.thebedfordschool.org/
https://josephsamsschool.org/
https://south-atlanta-golf-classic.perfectgolfevent.com/?_ga=2.214982295.1051961645.1595614238-1065287119.1595614238
https://www.charityvalet.com/southatlantagolfclassicballdrop/index.asp
https://www.charityvalet.com/southatlantagolfclassicballdrop/index.asp
https://www.charityvalet.com/southatlantagolfclassicballdrop/index.asp


 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on 

your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, 

and he will make your paths straight. ~Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

 

General Philoptochos meeting will be June 13, Please plan to attend! We 

would love to have a “full house”. We have a robust agenda to share with 

you all. 

 
Membership: It is not too late to join the Fabulous women and men of 

Philoptochos! Simply click on the link, or bring a donation to church. 

(see DeDee Panayis) 

 
Father’s Day Brunch: Join us June 20 for a beautiful Father’s Day 

Celebration Brunch. There will be some tasty menu items and of course the 

fellowship of our church family. (No cost-) 

 
Random Acts of Kindness: A new initiative of our National Philoptochos, 

our St. Christopher chapter will need all hands on deck! Come to the June 

13th meeting to hear more about our plans! 

 
Your sister in Christ, 

Helen Psihountas 

President 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/530052948/10f3b677b9
https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/product/stewardship-donation/8?cs=true&cst=custom


 

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES 
 

 
 
 

We now have a new streaming service the link is above. Please email 

Costas Soulakos at costas@soulakos.org or call him at (770)-757-3859. 

Please let him know even if it is during service if there is an issue with the live stream. 

if you are having any technical issues or experienced any since we have started the 

new service please let him know. Thank you for your help in this process Costas has 

been working hard to make sure we are able to stream all our church services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/e6deea9b-629b-6ef4-82b0-0a19e559932c
mailto:costas@soulakos.org


 

We welcome you to join us in person for church services. 

 

Parishioners and visitors are no longer required to take temperature 

checks, but of course those who are sick are asked to remain at home 

to recover and rest. In addition, we no longer require sign-up for 

services in advance (unless deemed necessary for a special event). 

 
Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an injury or death of an 

individual entering these premises if such injury or death results from 

the inherent risks of contracting COVID-19. You are assuming this risk 

by entering these premises. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
   

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Click Image for Online Giving  
 

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org 

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729. 
 

Click here for Online Giving Instructions 
 
 
 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q%3D&ver=3
mailto:communications@saintchristopherhoc.org
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf


 
 

Click image to view our parish calendar 
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