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ON THIS DAY WE COMMEMORATE THE Memory of the 

Holy, Glorious, All-Lauded Preeminent Apostles Peter and 

Paul. Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy 

on us and save us. Amen. 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today 

and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming 

at home. Let us comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. 

We appreciate your kind understanding in following them. Fr. George is 

deeply appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship 

services.  

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians 

in canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are 

invited to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at 

the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./3./4. Hymn for Saints Peter and Paul – (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung at the end of Orthros and before and after the Small Entrance. Preeminent 

Apostles and teachers of the universe, intercede with the Master of all, to 

grant peace to the whole world and great mercy to our souls. 

 

2. Hymn for Second Antiphon – (Hymnal-pp.28): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, we sing the following hymn instead of the regular Soson 

imas, “Save us, O Son of God”: “Save us, O Son of God, among the saints 

glorified, as we sing to You, Alleluia.” 
 

5. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 

intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

6. Kontakion – (Hymnal-pp.224-227): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: O unfailing protection of Christians, and our 

faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not ignore our 

entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to you 

in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, 

O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor you. 
 

 

7. Communion Hymn – (not in Hymnal): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of “Aineite” or “Praise the 

Lord”: “Their proclamation has gone out to all the earth, their words to the 

limits of the universe. (Psalm 18[19]) Alleluia. (3) ” 
 



SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, 

but that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Epistle Reading (2nd Corinthians 11:21-33; 12:1-9) 

To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that! But whatever anyone 

dares to boast of — I am speaking as a fool — I also dare to boast of that. 

Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they 

descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ? I am talking 

like a madman — I am a better one: with far greater labors, far more 

imprisonments, with countless floggings, and often near death. Five times I 

have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was 

beaten with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three times I was shipwrecked; 

for a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger 

from rivers, danger from bandits, danger from my own people, danger from 

Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger 

from false brothers and sisters; in toil and hardship, through many a 

sleepless night, hungry and thirsty, often without food, cold and naked. And, 

besides other things, I am under daily pressure because of my anxiety for all 

the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and 

I am not indignant? If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my 

weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus (blessed be He forever!) 

knows that I do not lie. In Damascus, the governor under King Aretas 

guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a 

basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands. It is 

necessary to boast; nothing is to be gained by it, but I will go on to visions 

and revelations of the Lord. I know a person in Christ who fourteen years 

ago was caught up to the third heaven — whether in the body or out of the 

body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such a person — whether 

in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows — was caught up 

into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is 

permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own 

behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will 

not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no 



one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even 

considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep 

me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of 

Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I 

appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but He said to me, 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, 

I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 

may dwell in me. 

 

Gospel Reading (Matthew 16:13-19) 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, 

“Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 

and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell 

you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

 
On this the eighteenth Feast of Saints Peter & Paul of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we 

continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are 

just a handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into 

His service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of 

God! 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 

 Tuesday, June 29 (Feast of Ss. Peter & Paul, Holy Apostles):  

7:45 am Orthros Service  

        9:00 am Divine Liturgy (Morning) 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 


