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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, February 28, 2021 
FR. GEORGE WELCOMES AND THANKS  

FR. KEN ANTHONY FOR BEING OUR GUEST LITURGIST TODAY! 
ON THIS DAY, THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE TRIODION PERIOD, THE 
17TH SUNDAY OF ST. LUKE, WE REMEMBER OUR LORD’S PARABLE OF 
THE PRODIGAL SON, TAKEN FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 
ON THIS DAY, WE ALSO COMMEMORATE Basil the Confessor; 
Kyranna the New Martyr of Thessaloniki; Jonah the Righteous 
Martyr of Lerios. Through their holy intercessions, O God, have 
mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services in 
person today and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video 
streaming at home. Let us comply with the guidelines we have provided 



everyone. We appreciate your kind understanding that our church is beginning 
phase one of the re-opening of our doors. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to 
you and all who are assisting during worship services.  
 
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 
canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited 
to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion 
of today’s Divine Liturgy. 
 
SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the First Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.114-117): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: To the Word, co-eternal with the Father 
and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation, let us, the faithful, give 
praise and worship. For He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to 
endure death and raise the dead by His glorious resurrection. 

 
3. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
4. Kontakion for Sunday of the Prodigal Son– (Hymnal-pp.256-259): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: From my Father’s glory, I have foolishly turned 
away. By my sins, I squandered all the riches He gave me. Therefore, like the 
prodigal, I cry out to Him: I have sinned before You, compassionate Father. 
Accept my repentance, and take me back again as one of Your hired servants. 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS/DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.                       – St. John Chrysostom 
 



Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Luke 24:12-35) 
But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen 
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. Now on 
that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself came near and 
went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing Him. And He said to 
them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?" They stood 
still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered Him, "Are 
You the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?" He asked them, "What things?" They replied, "The 
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed Him over to 
be condemned to death and crucified Him. But we had hoped that He was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find His body there, they came back 
and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive. 
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said; but they did not see Him." Then He said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into His 
glory?" Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, He interpreted to them the 
things about Himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which 
they were going, He walked ahead as if He were going on. But they urged Him 
strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 
nearly over." So He went in to stay with them. When He was at the table with them, 
He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. They said to 
each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was talking to us on 
the road, while He was opening the Scriptures to us?" That same hour they got up 
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and He has 
appeared to Simon!" Then they told what had happened on the road, and how He 
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
 



Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (1 Cor. 6:12-20) 
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the 
stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. 
The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 
And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that 
your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ 
and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is 
united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 
one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Shun 
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator 
sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 
For you were bought with a price; therefore, glorify God in your body. 
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 15:11-32) 
Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to 
his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he 
divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all 
he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in 
dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 
He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no 
one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my 
father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me like one of your hired hands."' So he set off and went to his father. 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he 
ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.' But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe—the best 
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the 
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate. "Now his 
elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 



music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He 
replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because 
he has got him back safe and sound.' Then he became angry and refused to go in. 
His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, 
'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so 
that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who 
has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 
Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead 
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'"      
 

 

MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 

“Sing to the LORD, all the earth. Tell of His salvation from day 
to day. Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous 
works among all the peoples.”            (1 Chronicles 16.23-24) 

 
 
 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
The  boy watched  his  father  cutting  an  expensive  furnace  tile.  “Let me  try 
that,” he said. 

“No,” said the father, “a wrong cut will ruin the expensive tile.” 

“Then  I’ll watch.” He  saw his  father draw  the  line  in black  chalk, place  the 
chisel carefully on  the  line and  repeatedly  tap his blows. First  lightly, as he 
circled the tile slowly, and then heavier blows were made. 

“It  looks  to me,”  said  the boy,  “like  you are  getting nowhere. You haven’t 
begun to cut through.” 

“Watch,” said  the  father. After several blows carefully  repeated,  the  father 
gave one hard blow and the tile separated with a perfect cut. 

“Why didn’t you hit it that hard in the first place?” asked the boy. 



“It would have  ruined  the  tile and made  it worthless,”  said  the  father. “All 
those earlier blows set the pattern for the final one.” 

There are many things in life that seem repetitious and sometimes worthless, 
but they set the stage for the truly important decisions in life. Every year, we 
approach Great Lent by remembering in advance the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son.  

Likewise,  the  Prodigal  Son’s  return  to  his  father 
inspires us to seek to reconcile with God and one 
another.  Its everlasting  reminder summons us  to 
seek  the  forgiveness  of God  and  those we  have 
betrayed.  If we  respond, we  grow  closer  to God 
and  cling  to Him  as  the  source of  authentic  and 
lasting healing and restoration. 

Our Heavenly Father sees our sorrow and failings. 
He  offers  in  exchange  for  our  faith  and 
repentance His  peace,  strength,  and  eternal  joy. 
God rejoices in the growth of each human soul.  

No matter where we have strayed in the past, this year’s lenten journey will 
bring us back home…  if we dare  to  come  forward and  live with  the Source 
and Sustainer of our lives.  

Yes, we  have  done  this  before,  but  in  our  earthly  life, God  never  tires  of 
loving us; He patiently waits for us to live forever with Him. Let us restore our 
relationships  by  seeking  His  forgiveness  and  reconcile  with  Him  and  one 
another. In so doing, St. Paul assures us of the prize that awaits… 

“Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the 

work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in 

vain.” (I Corinthians 15:58)  

 



 



  

 

  

  
 

  

 

 

  

Helping Our US Neighbors in Need 
  

As we’re watching unfolding crises in Texas—from a deep freeze to power loss and now a 
growing water crisis—IOCC is in touch with partners and local Orthodox dioceses. We 
stand ready to help as needs become clear. 
  
Give a gift today to US programs so we can respond quickly and effectively to people 
facing great need. 
  

 

 

 

 

  

 



Tom Farmakis reports that we have made great progress with our 
volunteer sign‐up list. He appeals to everyone that we still need to 
fill several slots! Please click here to sign up now! 

 

 
 
 

 
 



"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for    
updates and photos. 
 

On  this  the  845th  Sunday  of  our  St.  Christopher’s  parish  community,  we 
continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may 
seem  like we are  just a handful of men, women, and children,  if we commit 
ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the 
miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others  into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 Sunday, February 28 (Sunday of the Prodigal Son) 
   7:45 a.m.  Orthros Service  
   9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 
 10:15 a.m.  Greece on the Go Final Update Meeting  
 11:30 a.m.  Let’s EAT! Join us at Broadway Diner, 535 S. Glynn St., Suite 1009, Fayetteville,  
        GA 30214. It’s easy – no reservations, Dutch Treat, and open to all…! 

 
[Note: Adult Religious Education Class will be doing an online lesson 
at home – see last page of bulletin for link to download resource to study.] 
 
Youth Religious Education Class Reminder: This afternoon, 
we encourage our parents to share the digital religious education 
lessons their teachers emailed. Next Sunday, students and 
parents in each class will join their teachers in a Virtual 
Religious Education Lesson as we did last Sunday. Thanks for 
helping us teach our Orthodox faith to our youth. 
 

Your continued support and mutual 

encouragement are essential and appreciated! 



Sunday,  February  28,  2021  –  Sunday  of  the  Prodigal  Son 
The Sunday after the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is the Sunday of the Prodigal 
Son. This parable of God’s  forgiveness calls us  to “come  to ourselves” as did  the prodigal 
son, to see ourselves as being “in a far country” far from the Father’s house, and to make 
the journey of return to God. We are given every assurance by the Master that our heavenly 
Father will receive us with  joy and gladness. We must only “arise and go,” confessing our 
self‐inflicted and sinful separation from that “home” where we truly belong (Luke 15:11‐24). 
(from oca.org) 
In  today’s Orthros, we hear  the  following  Lenten hymns on  these  Sundays  leading us  to 
Great Lent. They reinforce the theme of exile in today’s Gospel: 

Open to me the gates of repentance, O Giver of Life, for early  in the morning my 
spirit hastens to Your holy temple, bringing the temple of my body all defiled. But 
as One compassionate, cleanse me, I pray, by Your loving‐kindness and mercy. 

Guide me in the paths of salvation, O Theotokos, for I have befouled my soul with 
shameful  sins  and  I  heedlessly  squandered  all  of  my  life's  resources.  By  your 
intercession deliver me from every uncleanness. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according  to Your great mercy; and according  to  the 
abundance of Your compassion, blot out my  transgression. When  I ponder  in my 
wretchedness  on  the many  terrible  things  that  I  have  done,  I  tremble  for  that 
fearful day, the Day of Judgment. But trusting in the mercy of Your compassion, like 
David I cry to You, "Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your great mercy." 

 

Today, our Adult Religious Education will be “an 
online at home  lesson”. Download  for  free  the 
Study Guide for the Lenten book pictured at  left 
and  do  Lesson  1.  We  will  continue  its  review 
when we gather in person for our next class.  

Click to download the Study Guide 
 
 
 


