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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, February 21, 2021 
 

ON THIS DAY, THE 16TH SUNDAY OF ST. LUKE, THE PERIOD KNOWN AS 
TRIODION BEGINS, WITH THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE PARABLE OF THE 
PUBLICAN (TAX COLLECTOR) AND THE PHARISEE TAKEN FROM THE 
HOLY GOSPEL OF SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST. ON THIS DAY, WE 
ALSO COMMEMORATE Timothy the Righteous; John III, Patriarch of 
Constantinople; Eustathius, Bishop of Antioch; and Zachariah, 
Patriarch of Jerusalem. Through their holy intercessions, O God, 
have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services in 
person today and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video 
streaming at home. Let us comply with the guidelines we have provided 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


everyone. We appreciate your kind understanding that our church is beginning 
phase one of the re-opening of our doors. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to 
you and all who are assisting during worship services.  
 
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 
canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited 
to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion 
of today’s Divine Liturgy. 
 
SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Fourth Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.110-113): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The joyful news of Your resurrection 
was proclaimed by the angel to the women disciples. Having thrown off the 
curse that fell on Adam, they ran elatedly to tell the apostles: Death has been 
vanquished; Christ our God is risen from the dead, blessing all the world 
with His great mercy. 
 
3. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and 
earth, O famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the 
Martyrs you chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome 
praises. Thus, by your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
4. Kontakion for Sunday of the Publican & Pharisee– (see handout5): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Let us flee the Pharisee's exalted parlance; let 
us learn the Publican's humble demeanor, and with sighs unto the Savior 
cry out and say, To us be gracious, O only forgiving Lord. 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.                   – St. John Chrysostom 
 



Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Luke 24:1-12) 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While 
they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how He told you, while 
He was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to 
sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they 
remembered His words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to 
the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 
the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not 
believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking 
in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at 
what had happened. 

 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (2 Tim. 3:10-15) 
Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, 
my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions and suffering the 
things that happened to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. What 
persecutions I endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. Indeed, 
all who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. But 
wicked people and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving others 
and being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and how from 
childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 18:10-14) 
"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 'God, I 



thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my 
income.' But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to 
heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the 
other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 
themselves will be exalted."       
 

 

MEMORY VERSE  (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 

“Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; 

whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so 

that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To Him 

belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.” (1 Peter 4:11) 

 

How to help Texas: Where to donate to help people without 
power, heat, and water as extreme cold batters the South  
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The severe weather gripping much of the U.S. has left at least 59 

people dead throughout the South and millions in Texas without 



heat, safe drinking water or electricity. Beyond the dire need for 

food and shelter, people will need assistance for months to come as 

they recover from homes flooded by frozen pipes and other side 

effects of the deep freeze. 

Long-term needs will include rebuilding not only individual 

homes, but infrastructure such as roads, bridges, and water mains, 

according to the Center for Disaster Philanthropy. People with 

medical conditions, especially those who use oxygen machines and 

other electricity-powered equipment, and people who do not speak 

English are particularly vulnerable, the Center noted on its website. 

“As with most disasters, disaster experts recommend cash 

donations as they allow for on-the-ground agencies to direct funds 

to the greatest area of need,” the Center wrote in its guide to 

responding to the winter storms.  

The charity-rating site Charity Navigator has compiled a list of 

vetted national charities providing winter storm relief in Texas and 

across the South, and will continue to update the list. 

- From https://www.msn.com 

https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=8555
https://www.msn.com/


PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
-  

-  
-  
- Fr. George is reprising the above image and text. With it, he gives a 

“loud shout out” to our parishioners who are going above and beyond 
by spending time this week and next to study online and fulfill the 
Archdiocese requirements to ensure the safety and protection of our 
parish youth as we serve as teachers and advisors for Religious 
Education, Joy, Hope, and Goya. In addition to being background 
checked, they must undergo a 90–120-minute online course and pass 
three quizzes to ensure they are up to date with their training. On 
Sunday, March 14th, I will update you on our progress at achieving 
100 percent compliance for 2021. 



-  
-  

- While every parish in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese is 
encouraged to organize a local oratorical festival, sadly, many are 
not. With that reality, Fr. George is extremely grateful to Katie 
Wilson, our Religious Education Chair and Co-Teacher of our Middle 
& High School Class with Charles Costas for inspiring three of their 
students to participate in this year’s festival immediately following 
today’s Divine Liturgy.  

-  

- We commend our three students for offering their Orthodox 
witness – Stella Moraitis, Peyton Panos, and Paige Panos. We 
thank their parents for their support and encouragement.  

-  
- Special thanks to our local judges, Becky Butler, Anastasia (Julie) 

Torres, and Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis. Katie Wilson will serve as 
timekeeper.  

-  
- We wish our students well not only today but as they each go 

forward to the next level of the Metropolis of Atlanta Oratorical 
Festival. May God bless them and all our youth and their families. 
 



 
 

 
Tom Farmakis reports that we have made great progress 
with our volunteer sign-up list. He appeals to everyone 
that we still need to fill several slots for the 1600 shift!  

Please click here to sign up now! 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-alternate


 
 
 

 
 



 
 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for    
updates and photos. 
 

On this the 844th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank 
each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful 
of men, women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His 
service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of 
God! 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 

 
  Sunday, February 21 (Triodion Begins – Sunday of the Publican & the Pharisee) 

(This is a Fast Free Week – February 17 – February 23) 
   7:45 a.m.  Orthros Service  
   9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy/Parish St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival 
 11:00 a.m.  Greece on the Go Update, followed by Parish Council Meeting 

             1:30 pm   Virtual Religious Education Lesson for 3 years - 2nd grade  
             2:00 pm   Virtual Religious Education Lesson for 3rd - 5th Grades 
             2:30 pm   Virtual Religious Education Lesson for Middle/High School 
 

 
Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
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The following reflection, “The Parable of the Publican and the Pharisee” is written by St. Nikolai 
Velimirovich and is reprinted from www.johnsanidopoulos.com.         +Fr. George Tsahakis  

Imagine now that we are patients in this hospital of the world. The sickness that every one 
of us is suffering from has the same name – unrighteousness. The word includes all the 
passions, all lust, all sins – all the weakness and enervation of our souls, our hearts, and 
our minds. 
 
The sick are one thing at the beginning of their illness, another at its peak and yet another 
in its healing. But such are the characteristics of these illnesses of the inner man that only 
those who are healed are aware of the terrible sickness from which they had been 
suffering. 
 
The sickest are the least aware of their illness. In physical illness, a man with a high fever 
is unaware of himself or his illness. Neither does a madman say of himself that he is mad. 
Beginners in unrighteousness feel ashamed of their sickness for a while, but repeated 
sinning swiftly leads to the habit of sin, and this to the inebriation and delirium of 
unrighteousness in a state in which the soul has no longer any sense of itself or its 
sickness. 
 
And just imagine a doctor going into a hospital and asking: "What is wrong with you?" 
Those whose illness is in the early stages are ashamed to admit they are sick but will say: 
"Nothing!" Those whose illness has reached its peak will be angered by such a question 
and will not only say: "Nothing's the matter with us!" but will begin to boast of their 
health. 
 
Only those who are on the way to healing will sigh and reply to the doctor: "Everything is 
wrong with us! Have mercy on us and help us!" Tertullian says, in a homily on repentance: 
"If you are afraid to confess your sins, look at the flames of hell that confession alone can 
extinguish." 
 
Ponder, then, on all this; listen to Christ's parable and decide for yourself how apt it is. If 
you say in amazement: "This parable does not apply to me", then this means that you are 
sickened in the illness known as unrighteousness. If you protest: "I am righteous; this 
applies to the sinners around me", then this means your sickness has reached its peak. If, 
though, you beat your breast in repentance and reply: "It's true; I'm sick and need a 
doctor", then this means you are on the way to healing. Do not be afraid then; you'll get 
well. 

 

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/
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