
 
         Message from Fr. George for Friday, December 10, 2021  

   
         

   

A special message from one of our youth: “My patron saint is St. Nicholas. 

Today is my Name Day. This afternoon (12/6), my Papou, Fr. George invites 

everyone with family celebrating their Name Day today to join us to decorate our 

parish Christmas Tree and decorate the church from 4:30 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. St. 

Nicholas is a beloved Orthodox saint; that means EVERYONE is invited to help us 

decorate and worship and thank God for him afterwards.”  



 For those who can stay for the one-hour Divine Liturgy, it starts at 5:45 p.m. We 

have a Lenten Community Dinner afterwards. I hope to see you there and share 

with each other stories of St. Nicholas and his love for all of us! Yesterday, some 

special helpers set up the tree and moved the decorations so we can finish in about 

an hour.  

   

 

 

 

 



Last Thursday during my sermon at Archangel Michael Chapel on the Feast 

of St. Porphyrios, I shared one of his spiritual gems:  

   

“When the garden of your soul is full of thistles, do not try to uproot them, 

for as long as you concern yourself with them you will always end up being 

injured and infected by germs. Concentrate all your energy on the flowers of 

your soul, water them and then the thistles will wither themselves. And the 

best flower of all is your love for Christ. If you water this and it grows, all the 

thistles will die off.”  

  

One way of nourishing the “flowers of our soul” is to spend time outside of 

worship services and religious education with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ. Yesterday, St. Paul taught us in the Epistle lesson to share the fruits 

of the Holy Spirit (of God) with everyone: “love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (Gal.  

5:22).  

  

In the following photos, we see parishioners “on the go” – unselfishly sharing 

their spiritual fruits to support and encourage each other… at church as well 

as traveling throughout our community and to other parishes. All of us are 

called to offer love to our neighbors, even to our enemies, and always 

within the context of loving God foremost!  

 

We pray everyone will consider future opportunities to witness and serve 

those around them… like tonight, when we lift up the memory of St. 

Nicholas the Wonderworker as we decorate our parish Christmas tree 

and the church building. Our Holy Orthodox Church has recognized him 

since the third century. Children love him as Santa Claus. 



 He is the patron of all travelers, and of seafarers in particular; he is one of 

the best known and best loved Saints of all time. Please join us. If you 

cannot, please teach your children the “meaning of the Christmas season”, 

which also includes our beloved St. Nicholas!  

    

  

 

  

 



  

 

  

 
  



 

  

 

  



 

                   
  

 



Stewardship  

  

 As we prepare for the Holy Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, I ask you to 

renew your pledge offering of your time, talents, and treasures for 2022. Your 

2022 stewardship pledge enables us to build up and nurture each other’s 

spiritual lives.  

   

St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church offers many opportunities to grow 

in our faith with the combined help of one another. As a parish family, we 

worship God, we learn about His love and mercy, we witness these to each 

other, and we have opportunities to help those in need.  

   

Looking around our parish, I notice there are many ways to serve God and  

His Holy Church. Some of us enjoy singing in the choir or with the chantors. 

How nice to see people we know greet us upon arrival in the narthex and 

usher guests and visitors. What would we do without those helping in the 

kitchen as well as those keeping the church tidy after services? Our youth 

love Religious Education as do the dedicated teachers and helpers. Both 

parishioners and non-parishioners are committing to our Building 

Fundraising efforts through Greece on the Go, GreekFest, and our Golf 

Classic. Our Philoptochos and Parish Council need our help volunteering for 

ministries, and together with Fr. George, we welcome all parishioners to feel 

ownership and help out.  

   

Today, I ask you prayerfully to consider the tremendous impact of these 

activities; please recognize that without your collective support, we achieve 

much less than God desires. On His behalf, our parishioners welcome you 



and your family and ask you to be involved in our parish stewardship, i.e., 

giving of your time, talents, and financial support.  

   

Our treasures are sometimes the hardest to offer. I can confirm to you my 

own struggles with this years ago. What a blessing it was to realize that in 

giving more of myself, God gave me the peace of mind to let go of 

depending on myself and instead I could rely on Him and His will for my 

family.   

   

My brothers and sisters, we are transformed every day from our mutual 

prayers and support. Our parish family benefits from your generous 

blessings to build up God’s Body by us giving freely of our treasures. He has 

been patient and merciful to me and my husband; many of you have shared 

the same with me and others in our parish family. For all these blessings, we 

are most thankful. God is with us now and always.  

   

Don’t delay… with prayers and thanksgiving I ask you to consider giving in  

ALL areas of stewardship… your time, your talents and your financial 

support.  

   

I thank you in advance for your generosity and faithfulness to our Great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ and His Holy Church.  

   

Sincerely,  

Jeanie/Lydia McGee    

   

Thank you for your 2021 pledge amount of _____________. Click here to 

make your 2022 Stewardship Offering. Many thanks!   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdih4tc2UNbKbjtofeXei7DUHRn-xlYm0dH-ipkgBg_lmF8mg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdih4tc2UNbKbjtofeXei7DUHRn-xlYm0dH-ipkgBg_lmF8mg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdih4tc2UNbKbjtofeXei7DUHRn-xlYm0dH-ipkgBg_lmF8mg/viewform


  

    

 
    



 
  



 

 



 
   

                       

NATIVITY CARD 2021  

  

Our Philoptochos chapter has been sending a parish nativity card to all of 

our families at St. Christopher’s for several years.This is a wonderful way to 

send greetings to our church family as well as collecting funds to help the 

poor in our midst and beyond. I invite everyone to participate in this 

endeavor. God has blessed us in mighty ways, and we are encouraged to 

help those in need.  

   

It will be very easy and convenient to donate and designate how you wish 

your name/names displayed on the card. Many thanks to Kirk and Dedee  

Panayis for their fine efforts on the donation site, which was initiated in 2020.    

   

The website is saintchristopherhoc.org, 1. Under ministries, you will find  

Ladies Philoptochos. 2. Click on “donate” and you will find the “Nativity Card” 

as a tab there. You can pay there and also write your family names in the 

box designated “donations note”.   

   

 

 

https://saintchristopherhoc.org/
https://saintchristopherhoc.org/
https://saintchristopherhoc.org/


If you do not wish to donate on line, you can do so by check or cash to  

Dedee Panayis or me. You will need to designate how you want your 

name/names displayed. You can write your names on paper or email them 

to Dedee or me.   

My email is mcgeejeanie47@gmail.com    

Dedee’s email is wreay@yahoo.com  

   

The deadline for getting this done will be December 20, 2021. I will mail the 

cards during the week of the Nativity.   

   

All the monies collected during this time will be given to the general 

Philoptochos fund and be used as needed.  

   

Thank you for your generosity in this endeavor. May God bless you richly.  

   

Sincerely,  

   

Jeanie/Lydia McGee          

                        
  

 



 
    



 

 
    

  



 

 
    

 

  



 

 

 

 

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES  

  

    

CLICK HERE TO VIEW PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERVICES   

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/07a68e08-9440-a624-db88-aa82e463a6d2
https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/07a68e08-9440-a624-db88-aa82e463a6d2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
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We welcome you to join us in person for church services.   
    

Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home to 

recover and rest. We strongly encourage all parishioners who visit to 

resume wearing masks to slow the spread of the Delta variant in 

response to His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios' request to our Clergy and 

Parish Councils to do so.  

  

  
Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an injury or death of an individual 

entering these premises if such injury or death results from the inherent 

risks of contracting COVID-19. You are assuming this risk by entering these 

premises.  

  

 

 

 
 

 

  

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
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Click Image for Online Giving   

  

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org  

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.  

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions  

  

  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf


 

   Click image to view our parish calendar   
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