
New Year’s Message from Fr. George 
 

 

As we begin 2022, let us pause to renew our hope and trust in God. Let us thank God for 

giving us life and fellowship with Him, with our families, with our friends, with our co-

workers in our workplaces and parish, and with those He places unexpectedly in our 

journey. Let us seek His peace, healing, and forgiveness. Let our faith and devotion to 

God enable us to place Him first; let us ask for His direction and will in the choices we 

will make. “… let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (Mt. 5:16)    

Early this year, let us gather our families and pray together: 

O Lord our God, Who have placed times and seasons under Your own 

authority, Who, in Your infinite compassion and goodness, have counted us 

worthy to enter a New Year of Your loving kindness, bless it and keep us in 

peace. 

Loose, remit and forgive any sins that we have committed during the year 

that is past and keep us free from sin in the New Year. Enlighten us with the 



light of Your truth and Your divine commandments. Establish in our souls 

Your holy will and guide us to every work that is good and pleasing to You. 

Guard well our Holy Church with Your divine grace. Remember, Lord, our 

nation; train up the youth; protect the elderly; encourage the faint-hearted; 

gather the scattered; bring back those who have gone astray and reunite 

them to Your Holy Church. Overshadow our Land with Your might and grant 

it gentle rain and abundance of the fruits of the earth. Speak of goodness in 

the hearts of our rulers; support and strengthen them, together with our 

armed forces by land, sea, and air. 

Let Your kingdom come upon us, O Lord; the kingdom of love, goodness, 

peace, and justice; and make us worthy to praise and glorify, with one 

mouth and one heart, Your most honorable and majestic name, of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

 

 



Let us join together on January 5-6 for the Feast of Holy Theophany – our Lord’s Holy 

Baptism, when as a parish family, we are called to think about and make known our 

Heavenly Father’s Beloved Son with Whom He publicly proclaimed He was well 

pleased. Likewise, let us reflect on the Spirit of God that appeared in the form of a 

dove, who lives in each of us baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians. 

As we do so, how glorious it is to recall Isaiah’s prophecy shared 

in 42:1-9 – I hope you will read it out loud with your family 

members in respect for such profound love from our God to 

each of us.  

42:1Here is My servant, Whom I uphold, My chosen, in 

Whom My soul delights; I have put My spirit upon Him; 

He will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up His voice 

or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed He will not break, and a 

dimly burning wick He will not quench; He will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be crushed until He has established justice in the 

earth; and the coastlands wait for His teaching. 5Thus says God, the LORD, 

Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the 

earth and what comes from it, Who gives breath to the people upon it and 

spirit to those Who walk in it: 6I am the LORD, I have called you in 

righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you 

as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that 

are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison 

those who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is My name; My glory I give 

to no other, nor My praise to idols. 9See, the former 

things have come to pass, and new things I now 

declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

With this magnificent reminder of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ’s presence among us, let us embrace the New 

Year with renewed faith, hope, and love. In so doing, we 

begin 2022 without uncertainty, as Christ encouraged His 

followers in John 15:16: “You did not choose Me but I 



chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 

Father will give you whatever you ask Him in My name.” 
 

May you and your family be blessed with a healthy and happy new year! 
 

 

T h e  H o l y  T h e o p h a n y  o f  O u r  L o r d  J e s u s  

C h r i s t ,  c e l e b r a t e d  J a n u a r y  6  
 

Wednesday, January 5 (Vigil of Theophany – Strict Fast): 

8:00 a.m.  Service of Great Hours 

9:30 a.m.  Vesperal Liturgy/Great Blessing of the Waters 

 

Thursday, January 6 (Holy Theophany of Christ): 

5:00 p.m.  Orthros/Great Blessing of the Waters 

6:00 p.m.  Divine Liturgy  

 

Friday, January 7 (Synaxis of St. John the Prophet, Baptist, & Forerunner): 

7:45 a.m.  Orthros 

9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 
 

Please join us for Holy Theophany services with your family and friends! 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 


