
Fr. George’s Pastoral Message for Friday, January 22, 2021 
Last August, one of the Sunday Gospel Readings was Matthew 14:22-34. It reflects the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ to guide us in the storms of our life. Recall how His 
Disciple, Peter, had asked the Lord to let him walk on water, and Jesus replied, “Come.” 
Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water but when the wind made him afraid, 
he began to sink. He begged, “Lord, save me.”  

 
Ever since, I have reflected on the life-changing influence of Jesus’ question to Peter: 
“O man of little faith, why did you doubt?” At the end of the Scripture reading, the 
Disciples worshiped Jesus, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.” He had saved their 
friend Peter and caused the ferocious winds to become calm. I have reflected on the 
potential impact the Body of Christ could offer to our troubled and divided world if 
likewise, we believed and witnessed to those in our midst, “Truly He is the Son of God.” 

Recall how initially, when the Disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they were 
terrified and thought He was a ghost. He immediately reassured them saying, “Take 
heart, it is I; have no fear.” Do we recognize the clear promise of Christ our Savior that 
in the unrest and violent eruptions of life and its obstacles and sorrows, God is with 
us? He assured us, “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)  
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This past Sunday, Katie Wilson taught our Adult Religious Education Class a remarkable 
lesson on “Religious Persecution Throughout History”, focusing especially on current 
oppression around the world. Her lesson was recorded during our YouTube live 
streaming session. If you missed it, I encourage you to click here and fast forward to 
2:58 (i.e., the 2 hours and 58 minutes spot in the archived video) to become aware of 
religious persecution and pray for those being victimized. As a class, we responded 
with our individual pledges of an important gift to our brethren throughout the world. 
We promised to offer our prayers and relief efforts as acts of love that God encourages 
us to give, no matter what religion or region of the world the oppressed live. 

Now, I wish to focus on the timely perception of an observer from the Netherlands of 
what is going on in the U.S. On Sunday afternoon, after Katie’s lesson, I read the 
insightful Facebook post from Jim Forest, an American writer, Orthodox Christian lay 
theologian, educator, and peace activist. He shared: 

I’m stunned by the fever of rage, hatred and violence that is currently 
gripping so many people and is so evident in social media, especially in the 
US, not least among Christians. One sign being carried to the White House 
eleven days ago read, “Jesus My Savior, Trump My President”! And I 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfV5cvkVrrA&feature=youtu.be
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noticed among anti-Trump protesters this sign: “Burn in Hell, Donald 
Trump”. 
 
We're sailing in stormy waters, tall waves of enmity on every side. Christ’s 
instruction to love our enemies seems to have been scissored out of a great 
many copies of the New Testament. How many of us even pray for our 
enemies?  
 
Yet clearly the topic is on some peoples’ minds. I take some encouragement 
from the frequent re-postings I've seen on Facebook in recent days of this 
passage from my book “Loving Our Enemies: Reflections on the Hardest 
Commandment": 
 
"If I cannot find the face of Jesus in the face of those whom I regard as 
enemies, if I cannot find him in the unbeautiful and damaged, if I cannot 
find him in those who have the ‘wrong ideas’, if I cannot find him in the 
poor and the defeated and damaged, then how will I find him in bread and 
wine or in the life after death? If I do not reach out in this world to those 
with whom he has identified himself, why do I imagine that I will want to 
be with him, and them, in heaven? Why would I want to be for all eternity 
in the company of those I avoided every day of my life?" 
 
I feel uncomfortable peddling my own writings, but may I be forgiven for 
saying this particular book might be a timely read? Check and see if your 
local library can get it for you. Or jump off the deep end and buy a copy. 
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“We're sailing in stormy waters, tall waves of enmity on every side.” I agree with 
Jim and have begun reading his book. In fact, after we complete our current Adult 
Religious Education series on religious persecution, Katie Wilson and I will be using 
his text for future lessons that will continue through our upcoming Lenten journey.  
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, yesterday I led our faithful in praying for peace and 
unity as we welcome our new President and Vice President of the United States on 
Wednesday, January 20th. Today, I opened my remarks with Jesus’ miracle of calming 
the stormy seas with His Disciples. I shared Katie’s focus of religious persecution out 
of control in our world today. I ended with Jim’s calling to mind that “We’re sailing in 
stormy waters, tall waves of enmity on every side.”  
 
Indeed, I feel God is giving us a new opportunity to seek to learn how to “love our 
enemies.” Jim said it is the hardest commandment of Christ Jesus. Indeed, consider 
the unimaginable potential in growing spiritually and helping improve our world by 
focusing serious study and effort on this aim: “To make peace with an enemy, one 
must work with that enemy, and that enemy becomes one’s partner.” (Nelson 
Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom). May it be God’s will and yours that you join our 
mutual endeavors and future class sessions to help us learn how. 

In closing, today is Monday, January 18. It is a federal holiday honoring civil rights 
activist, Martin Luther King, Jr. In his sermon at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church on 
November 17, 1957, he preached: 

Far from being the pious injunction of a utopian dreamer, this 
command [to love our enemies] is an absolute necessity for the survival 
of our civilization. Yes, it is love that will save our world and our 
civilization, love even for enemies. – Martin Luther King, Jr. 

May God bless our efforts to learn and put His love and truth into all our 
thoughts and actions. 

- Fr. George Tsahakis 
January 18, 2021 


