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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, September 27, 2020 
ON THIS DAY, THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ST. LUKE, THE CHURCH 
COMMEMORATES Callistratus the Martyr & his 49 Companions; 
Mark, Aristarchos, and Zenon, Apostles of the 70; Akylina the 
New Martyr of Thessaloniki; and Gideon the Righteous. Through 
their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. 
Amen. 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services in person 
today and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let 
us comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your kind 
understanding that our church is beginning phase one of the re-opening of our doors. Fr. 
George is deeply appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship services.  
 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good 
standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron 
("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Grave Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.122-125): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: By Your Cross, O Lord, You destroyed 
death; to the thief You opened paradise. The myrrh bearers’ sorrow You 
transformed into joy, and You sent Your apostles forth to proclaim that You 
had risen from the dead, Christ our God, bestowing on all the world Your 
great mercy. 
 
3. Hymn for Callistratus the Martyr & his 49 Companions – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily awarded 
by You the crowns of incorruption, in that they contested for You our 
immortal God. Since they possessed Your power, they defeated the tyrants, 
dashing the demons’ powerless displays of defiance. O Christ God, at their 
fervent entreaties, save our souls. 
 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by 
your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
5. Kontakion – (Hymnal-pp.224-227): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: O unfailing protection of Christians, and our 
faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not ignore 
our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal 
to you in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy 
supplication, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor you. 
 

 



SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Luke 24:12-35) 
But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these 
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
Himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing Him. And He said to them, "What are you discussing with each 
other while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered Him, "Are You the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 
days?" He asked them, "What things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 
the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed Him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified Him. But we had hoped that He was the one 
to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find His body 
there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels 
who said that He was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb 
and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see Him." Then He 
said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter into His glory?" Then beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, He interpreted to them the things about Himself in all the 
scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, He walked 
ahead as if He were going on. But they urged Him strongly, saying, "Stay with 
us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So He went 
in to stay with them. When He was at the table with them, He took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and 



they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. They said to each 
other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was talking to us on 
the road, while He was opening the Scriptures to us?" That same hour they 
got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, 
and He has appeared to Simon!" Then they told what had happened on the 
road, and how He had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (2 Corinthians 6:1-10) 
As we work together with Him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of 
God in vain. For He says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and 
on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; 
see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, 
so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we 
have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of 
spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons 
of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in 
ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as 
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as 
punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 5:1-11) 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd 
was pressing in on Him to hear the word of God, He saw two boats there at 
the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing 
their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and 
asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then He sat down and 
taught the crowds from the boat. When He had finished speaking, He said to 
Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 
Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 
nothing. Yet if You say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done this, 



they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they 
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 
came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter 
saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I 
am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with Him were amazed at the 
catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not 
be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.”  When they had 
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed Him.  
 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE 
(TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY):   

“Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your Name; 
deliver us, and forgive our sins, for Your Name’s sake.” 
                                                                                  (Psalm 79:9) 

 
“Reflection by Metropolitan Jeremiah of Gortynos and Megalopolis”  

(continued from back cover) 
 

With what I have told you, my beloved, I 

also want to tell you in our situation, to 

guard against the enemy coronavirus, to 

take safe measures against it and to repent 

and ask God to forgive us our sins. The 

“enemy” has done and continues to do 

great damage to our Greece, and to 

humanity as a whole. 



3. But others again say that they intentionally constructed this evil for us, in 

order to destroy us. In regard to this I cannot say anything, because I have 

not studied the issue. But even if the coronavirus was made for us by satanic 

minds, I see the danger that exists in my house and therefore it must be 

guarded. The enemy threw the poison at my house, but I must first disinfect 

it to live in it. My Christians, I finally tell you to beware of the evil, because it 

is a reality and it is about our human life, which God has given us, and we are 

obliged to preserve it. Together with our attention and the observance of the 

measures, which the doctors point out to us, let us not omit our prayers to 

the Panagia and let us all go and confess our sins. 

4. At the time when I am writing this, I remembered an old dialogue between 

an atheist and a monk: “Unfortunate creature”, the atheist said to the monk, 

“you uselessly occupy yourself with prayers and afflictions. Everything they 

told you is a lie, regarding the existence of hell. There is no other life.” And 

the monk said to him: “And what if there is another life? What will become 

of you then? If it does not exist, I do not suffer any harm for what I do. What 

will become of you however, if another life exists?” The example seems 

somewhat irrelevant, but it is also somewhat relevant. 

Do not miss church on Sunday with your children. I pray that our Panagia will 

bless you and your families. 

With many blessings, † Metropolitan Jeremiah of Gortynos and Megalopolis  



 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

For my reflection this week, I wish to emphasize that Metropolitan Alexios 
has issued Covid-19 safety guidelines that include: 1) Everyone's temperature 
will be taken before entering the church by a designated person. If anyone's 
temperature is above 100.4 F, you will be kindly asked to return home.  2) 
Everyone's hands must be sanitized after entering the church, a hand 
sanitizing station will be provided. 3) Everyone over the age of 2 must wear a 
mask during the entire service (except when taking communion.) Please bring 
your own mask from home.  
 
Parishioners have expressed concern that some adult parishioners are 
choosing to ignore the third requirement, explaining to ushers and 
parishioners that “God will not allow anyone attending church to become sick 
with Covid-19.” I affirm God does not harm us. However, we can infect one 
another and as such are called to follow the safety guidelines of our Hierarch 
which He based using CDC, medical, and civil directives, and common sense. 
 
This morning, I give emphasis to Metropolitan Alexios’ safety precautions. I 
am reinforcing them by sharing a thoughtful and timely reflection from 
Metropolitan Jeremiah of Gortynos and Megalopolis (Church of Greece) that 
appears on the front and back covers of today’s Liturgical Guide and inside it. 
 
Please read the following article that clearly disproves the claim that people 
who go to church without masks or that it is safe to wear them improperly 
are not endangering others. I am not a judge nor a policeman. Read, reflect, 
pray, and then choose either to comply or if you are not willing, to pray from 
home via live streaming. This will protect all of us and allay the concerns of 
parishioners who share they are afraid to come to church because they 
observe that not everyone is practicing the safety guidelines.  
 



My brothers and sisters in Christ, focus on Metropolitan Jeremiah’s words: 
“With what I have told you, my beloved, I also want to tell you in our 
situation, to guard against the enemy coronavirus, to take safe measures 
against it and to repent and ask God to forgive us our sins. Yes, we are all 
God’s beloved. Jesus said “to the Jews who had believed in Him, ‘If you 
continue in My word, you are truly My disciples; and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free.’” (John 8:31-32) 
 
This week, a physician informed me that when we wear masks and social 
distance in public, studies reveal if we do get sick with the virus, we suffer a 
lighter case and recover faster, since the masks slow the rate of infection. I 
love everyone and serve you gladly, and because I do, kindly ask everyone to 
follow this request. If you choose not to, I still love you but ask you to help us 
ensure to those who are waiting for us to comply with wearing masks at 
church to do so, so that they might return with their families. Plus, I feel safer 
like those wearing them. In so doing, we offer our love and respect to others. 
 
At the end of the following news article from www.telegraph.co.uk, I share 
photos of how to wear your mask properly.  
 

Greece Considers Lockdown for Mount Athos 
After Priests Flout Covid Rules 

 

The Supreme Court took drastic new measures on Tuesday for people who 
break Covid regulations 

 

By Anthee Carassava, Athens, 22 September 2020 • 9:07pm 
 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/


 
Mount Athos is the holiest site in Greek Orthodoxy  Credit: 

Dimitris Tosidis/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images 
 

Greece’s Supreme Court on Tuesday ordered prosecutors across the nation to 
arrest and potentially jail people who flout the country's mandatory mask rule, 
hoping to stamp out a rising tide of objectors, including Priests, resisting the use of 
face covers. 

The surprise decree marks the toughest measure yet to be imposed as Greece 
grapples with a roaring comeback of the deadly virus after infections in the past 
month alone quadruple, surging to over 16,000 amid harrowing forecasts compiled 
by the World Bank that the death toll could soar to over 6,500 by the end of the 
year. 

It comes after 10 monks in Greece’s most secluded monastic community 
tested positive for the coronavirus, prompting authorities to consider imposing a 
lockdown on the 2,000-year-old northern peninsula, a sacred spiritual retreat.  

Health officials contacted by The Telegraph said at least one of the infected monks, 
aged 85, had been transferred to a local hospital for urgent medical attention. The 



rest, including a hermit in a cave nestled on the southern tip of the craggy 
peninsula, were ordered to remain in isolation. 

None of the infected monks wore face masks, according to local reports. 
 

 
 

Mount Athos is strictly off-limits to women Credit: AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis 
 

Two of Mount Athos’ 20 monasteries, including St. Paul’s, have also been placed in 
quarantine while abbots on Tuesday held crisis talks with senior health officials 
who have rushed to the region to consider imposing a sweeping lockdown on the 
tiny 400 square miles religious state. 

“The fear is that the number of cases is far greater than those already detected,” 
Dimitris Tsiodras, an infectious disease expert and head of the government’s Covid-
19 medical response team told reporters. “The prospect of shutting down Mount 
Athos is open.” 

A major centre of Orthodox Christianity, visited by Prince Charles and his father, 
The Duke of Edinburgh, a Greek-born prince, Mount Athos is a semi-autonomous 
republic that operates similarly to Vatican City. 



Its ports and borders are carefully secured, barring all women, even female animals 
with the exception of cats, from entering. Its 2,500 male residents insist the Virgin 
Mary is the only female presence permitted. 

How the eight monks were infected remains unclear. But the outbreak, pundits 
and experts suggest, underscores growing resistance to the use of masks, which 
have become mandatory since the country started recording a surge in Covid-19 
infections earlier this month. 

Religious leaders, including Priests and Prelates, have been on the forefront of 
Greece’s so-called “deniers” movement, urging the country’s 10-million-strong 
flock to put their faith and trust in God instead of health precautions urged by 
doctors.  

The resistance movement has swelled in recent weeks, including thousands of 
parents who now refuse to heed government orders to send their children to 
school with proper face coverings. 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 



"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for 
updates and photos. 

 
On this the 825th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to 
thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are 
just a handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit 
brings others into His service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, 
Georgia area for the glory of God! 

 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 
 

Sunday, September 27 (First Sunday of St. Luke): 
  7:45 am Orthros Service  
  9:00 am Divine Liturgy 

      11:00 am    Let’s EATTM    Join us at Broadway Diner, 535 S. Glynn St.,  
                            Fayetteville, GA 30214. Dutch Treat and open to all!  

 
 

Youth Religious Education Class Reminder: This afternoon, we encourage 

our parents to share the digital religious education lessons their teachers 

emailed. Next Sunday, students and parents in each class will join their 

teachers in a Virtual Religious Education Lesson as we did last Sunday. 

Thanks for helping us teach our Orthodox faith to our youth. 
 
 

  3:00 pm Sunday Adult Religious Education Discussion 
 

Our class asked that we spend one more lesson discussing 
the important topic of “loving our neighbor.”  

  Click here to join Zoom Conference Call 
Your continued support and mutual encouragement 

are essential and appreciated! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83553907847
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640�


The following reflection was written by Metropolitan Jeremiah of Gortynos and 
Megalopolis*1 and is reprinted from www.johnsanidopoulos.com.      +Fr. George Tsahakis 

I will begin the ecclesiological sermons that I promised you, my beloved Christians of our 
Metropolis, but I consider it necessary to write to you a little more about the coronavirus. 

1. We were at peace in other respects, but this evil has befallen us, which is reaping humanity. The 
doctors told us to take measures to protect ourselves from the evil, and the two basic measures are 
to keep our distance from each another and to wear the protective mask when we leave our homes 
and are among one another. The means were accepted and blessed by our Church and we received 
an order to transfer them to you. This I did as your Bishop. In fact, as you will remember from last 
year, along with these things I told you to pray and show repentance for our sins. Whatever evil 
that takes place is because of our sins. “Repent, my Christians,” I said to you and I say to you. For 
even if the coronavirus were to be fought, another evil would come upon us, if we do not repent. 
But you do not care, because you do not associate the various evils with sin. Anyway! … 

2. Now, however, many tell us that what is said about the coronavirus is a lie. There is no 
coronavirus and we do not need to be afraid nor guard against it and we should make 
supplications for it to leave. It does not exist! If only, my Christians, a thousand times if only it were 
so. But here we see people dying. And last year, when we were guarded in our homeland, we had 
a few victims, but now that we are not guarded, the victims have increased. We hear it and we see 
it. Regarding this I remembered a historical situation from the Old Testament, which I quickly 
remind you of. The Prophet Jeremiah cried out to the people of Judea to repent, for otherwise evil 
would come upon them if they did not repent. And evil came, for behold, the Babylonian dynasty, 
in the sixth century, led by Nebuchadnezzar, who threatened Judea that he would destroy it. But 
there were also false prophets, who did not preach repentance to the people, to be saved from 
danger, like Jeremiah, but they said that his preaching was a lie, it was a lie that the Babylonians 
will bring evil to them, but instead they will always have peace in their nation. And Jeremiah 
replied to them, “Peace, peace, they say, when there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14). In fact, the false 
prophets exhorted the people to contempt for the power of the mighty Babylonians and to revolt 
against them. On the contrary, Jeremiah told the Israelites to stand down 
wisely, to guard against the enemy, to engage peacefully in their work, 
and to repent of their sins. The false prophets, however, with their 
thoughtless and unwise preaching, led the people into danger, until the 
evil came! In 586 B.C. Judea was destroyed.  - Continued Inside Bulletin 

*1His Eminence Jeremiah (Fountas) of Gortyna and Megalopolis is 
the Metropolitan of the Metropolis of Gortyna and Megalopolis. 
The Metropolis is located in the Arcadian area of the Peloponnese 
peninsula of Greece. He has been the Metropolitan of Gortyna and 
Megalopolis since 2006.  

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/
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