
  

 

  

Pastoral Message from Fr. George for 7/17/20 Weekly  

  

 

  



 

Archbishop Elpidophoros Interview with BBC about Hagia Sophia 

This past weekend, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros was 

interviewed by the BBC’s Julian Marshall concerning the conversion of 

Hagia Sophia into a mosque. Below is a transcript of the 

interview. Read More 

 

 

Official Statement of the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) 

We need to work together to convince President Erdogan not to 

convert Hagia Sophia into a mosque in Istanbul. Hagia Sophia was 

built as a Church and a pride of Greek Orthodox Church which 

commands the loyalty of Greek Orthodox Christians counting some 

300 million in Greece, Turkey and around the world. Russian Orthodox 

Church which is a splinter of Greek Orthodox continues to jointly have 

a sacred sentiment for Hagia Sophia. Read More  

 

 

  

GreekFest Zoom Planning Meeting on Tuesday, July 21, 6:45 p.m. 

  

https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=b66d3d0180&e=54f1bd311e
https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=8b3ab86dcc&e=54f1bd311e


The meeting next week gives all our parishioners an equal opportunity 

to voice their recommendations about this year’s event we scheduled 

for Saturday, September 19th. To date, four informal suggestions have 

been mentioned without specific back-up (i.e. projected costs, 

revenues, volunteers needed, specific tasks, etc. to help evaluate 

feasibility). 

 

They include 1) hold out to see what Dixie Hangar let’s us do – hence, 

do nothing for now…, 2) have a drive-through take-out menu and use 

the church as our kitchen and distribution point for orders placed in 

advance one or more Friday afternoons, 3) defer any event until next 

year, or 4) consider doing something else at another time. 

 

At our Zoom Meeting, Maria Cahill will facilitate discussion on 

recommendations that have costs/revenue projections to share with 

our parishioners. To keep meeting time and discussion manageable, 

only recommendations she receives in writing in advance of the 

meeting will be considered. 

 

It is critical that you email her at mariacahill@att.net by Monday, July 

20th at 5:00 p.m. if you have a recommendation you wish our parish 

family to vote on. Again, it could be to wait for the Hangar, do a take-

out, do nothing, or do something else. 

 

If no recommendations are received from those planning this year’s 

event or anyone else wishing to volunteer ideas, we will cancel the 

September 19th event and postpone any effort until next year, when 

mailto:mariacahill@att.net


 

the pandemic hopefully will be over and or more manageable. To join 

the Zoom Videoconference Meeting on Tuesday, July 21, at 6:45 

p.m.,click here for the link for the meeting. 

  

  

 

 

  

  

Dear Saint Christopher Outreach Ministry Supporters, 

 

We hope you are all doing well during these unprecedented times. On 

behalf of Saint Christopher Outreach Ministry, please accept our 

sincerest gratitude for your support of our 1st annual golf event in 2019. It 

has been an interesting year and while we have had challenges both 

personally and professionally, we are excited to announce we are moving 

forward with our 2nd annual event. We've changed the name of the 

tournament - now the South Atlanta Golf Classic - benefitting Saint 

Christopher Outreach Ministry, The Bedford School and The Joseph 

Sams School. Link to the golf website: SouthAtlantaGolfClassic 

 

https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=d037b719d7&e=54f1bd311e
https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=907bdcfddd&e=54f1bd311e


Same as last year, we will be playing at the Flat Creek Golf Club in 

Peachtree City, Georgia on Monday, August 24, 2020. If you've had a 

chance to play golf this year and experienced social distancing as it 

applies to golf courses, this event will follow similar protocol. The format 

is the same as last year, with the exciting helicopter ball drop capping off 

the day's event. This year we've made it easier for you to participate in 

the helicopter ball drop - we'll be using a digital software this year, where 

you can go online, purchase your golf ball and receive your numbered 

golf ball directly online via PC or mobile. This is a great and easy way to 

support the event so tell your friends!  Each numbered golf ball is $20 or 

6 for $100. The golf ball dropped from the helicopter landing closest to 

the marker will receive $1000. To participate in the Helicopter Ball Drop, 

pay and receive your numbered golf ball online, go to 

SouthAtlantaGolfClassicBallDrop 

  

Attached you will find the flyer that lists our prices for this year's 

sponsorships. We've reduced the cost of many sponsorship 

packages. Breakfast and lunch are included for all golfers. Given the 

CARES Act guidelines that provide incentive for charitable contributions 

applicable for 2020 only, this is a great opportunity for you to consider 

supporting us once again. Saint Christopher Outreach Ministry is a 

501(c)(3) organization, so your contributions are tax deductible. Please 

see the attached link to provide insight about your donation and to 

discuss with your CPA New Rules for Charitable Contribution Deductions 

Under the CARES Act 

 

As always, we truly appreciate your support and look forward to seeing 

you again this year.  If you would like to speak with me directly I can be 

https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=05eb5c13d2&e=54f1bd311e
https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=b2f65b40b2&e=54f1bd311e
https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=b2f65b40b2&e=54f1bd311e


 

reached at TFarmakis@att.net, 404-428-7006 or contact Maria Cahill at 

MariaCahill@att.net, 770-630-5527 for sponsorship information. 

 

Sincerely, 

Tom Farmakis and Maria Cahill 

  

 South Atlanta Golf Classic Co-Chairs 

Saint Christopher Outreach Ministry  

 

 

mailto:TFarmajis@att.net
mailto:MariaCahill@att.net


  



  

 

CLEANING TEAM KUDOS 

 



 

As the “chairman” of the cleaning crew for our services, I want to applaud 

my helpers in this endeavor. Kirk and Dedee Panayis, Victor and Julie 

Torres, Charles Costas, Jeanie Ellinas, Maria Cahill, Bill Wiley, Stephen 

Butler, and anyone else I have unintentionally missed by name, I thank 

you all for your participation and help in keeping our faithful protected 

from unwanted illness. I also want to thank the Sarantis family, Panayis 

family, and the Torres family for buying and donating cleaning 

supplies for our cleaning tasks. All of your stewardship and service are 

greatly appreciated. Glory to our Great God and Saviour!!!  

 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

I want to applaud all of you for your faithful stewardship to God’s church, 

in spite of this terrible disruption in our lives of COVID-19! Our June 

stewardship has been a little less than the amount that was pledged. 

However, we are close to our projected goal. 

We must continue to honor our Great God and Saviour with our time, 

talents and treasures. 

I pray that all of you remain well and strong, and that we can ALL be 

together again very soon at St. Christopher’s Church. 

 

Sincerely, Lydia(Jeanie) McGee 

Stewardship Chairman 

 

 



  

 

Church Re-Opening Guidelines 
 

 

During the first phase of the re-opening of St. Christopher 

Church, a limited number of households will be permitted 

at each worship service by following two simple steps. 

   

Extra services will be offered to accommodate our St. 

Christopher Parish Family if your first choice is not 

available. 

   

Step 1: Click here to Read and Agree to 

"Returning to Worship: Important Information" 

   

Step 2: Click here to "Pre-Register for Services" 

  

*Please note that unless you pre-register, you will not be permitted to 

enter into the Church. We cannot accommodate walk-ins at this time. 

 

 

https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=f65b16275d&e=54f1bd311e
https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=f65b16275d&e=54f1bd311e
https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=356a77f534&e=54f1bd311e


   

 

Isaiah 43:1 "Don't fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 

by name; you are Mine." 

  

  

National Philoptochos 2020 Virtual Biennial Convention 

August 21-22, 2020  

-Registration link forthcoming 

-$50 – Registration Fee for Delegates & Observers 

-Chapters may register an unlimited number of members 

-A maximum of three voting delegates per chapter 

 https://www.philoptochos.org/.  

  

Cleveland Elementary School benefitted from our grant program called 

Operation Classroom that provided teachers with a total of $3000 

toward classroom needs. Congrats! 

  

   

 

 

 

 

Introducing Philoptochos Member of the Week: Costas Soulakos 

 

https://saintchristopherhoc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca&id=12d357b0f4&e=54f1bd311e


  

 

Costas hails from Athens Greece. He attended Georgia Tech where 

he graduated with both Bachelor and Master of Mechanical 

Engineering degrees in the early 80’s. 

 

While working at an attorney client’s office in an Atlanta firm, he met 

his dear wife Tammy who was interning for the attorney.  They married 

in 1992 and have two lovely children, Angelique and John, who are the 

cause of a major rift in their family:  Georgia Tech vs Georgia! 

 

Costas is a man of varied interests. Not only does he serve as chanter 

and videographer for St. Christopher, but during his spare time he 

enjoys going to the beach, fishing, and attending to his many rental 

properties. He is also a wonderful chef…his favorite food is Moussaka. 

His favorite movies are the James Bond thrillers and he enjoys playing 

with his grandpup, SOTO. 

 



 

Did you know that Costas was the Editor of BASHARAT (the Shriners’ 

monthly magazine) for 8 years? Also he and a group of fellow 

Rotarians were instrumental in automating production of the Peachtree 

City Rotary Phone Book. Those computer skills of his were really put 

to good use! 

  

Quotable Quote from Costas:  

“Don’t hold your head with both hands!” 

(Ask him what this means!) 

  

 

 



  



  

 

Comfort During Uncertain Times 

  



 

Fr. George will be blessing the Prayer Shawls to be shared with the 

Orthodox Christian Ministry Center (OCMC) and Cancer Treatment 

Center of America (CTCA) at our first Prayer Shawl Blessing of 2020 on 

Sunday August 16th, in honor of the Feast of the Dormition of the 

Theotokos. Although the OCMC has had to reschedule most of their 

Mission Teams for 2020, we hope their Prayer Shawls will be used to 

assist the efforts of some of their long-term Missionaries. CTCA has 

continued the treatment protocols of many of their patients throughout the 

Pandemic. We hope the shawls and lap blankets will provide hope and 

comfort for those being treated for cancer.     

  

It has been some time since I had a fairly accurate list of those 

participating in this ministry. Please contact me if you plan to provide 

shawls or lap rugs for the blessing in August. For information about 

joining this ministry, receiving a Prayer Guide, or to get yarn, please 

contact me at (678) 877-9115 or sbkleto@gmail.com. 

 

Sending prayers for good health to all, 

  

Susan Kleto 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Leader 
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Click Image for Online Giving  

 

For questions, please email communicatios@sainchristopherhoc.org 

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729. 

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions 

 

 

  

  

   Click image to view our parish calendar 
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