
July 10, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Today, the Turkish President signed a decree that converts Hagia Sophia, the 
foremost Christian Cathedral in the entire world for nearly 1,000 years, into a 
mosque. So many emotions are being felt and expressed, including rage and 
sorrow, from around the world.  
 
In response, I have been praying and asking God to deliver His Temple from this 
captive action, through the prayers of the Theotokos, St. Christopher, and our 
precious martyrs and saints. I join your prayers and rejoice that we can express 
our views freely and in support of our Mother Church. 
 
I offer three responses for our personal reflection and consideration as we pray 
for God’s deliverance from the deep wound inflicted upon the Church today… 
  

1. The Message of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Archdiocese of America 
today (see text below) 
 

2. Order of Saint Andrew of the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s Message today 
 

3. “The Funeral Oration of the Roman Empire” Delivered on May 28, 1453, 
the day before the City was overtaken by the Ottoman Turks. The 
Emperor’s call for strength and faith just prior to the inevitable defeat of 
the City of Constantinople is inspiring; I find solace in his words offered 
more than 500 years ago.  
 
I firmly believe that Hagia Sophia, one of the most beautiful churches 
ever built, will be reclaimed by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, when 
He so chooses. More importantly, the Body of Christ – the Church 
Militant and the Church Triumphant – will prevail and be victorious 
when our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ returns at His Second and 
Glorious Return. We shall live with Him in His Kingdom forever.  

 
With fear of God, with faith and with love, let us persevere!  
 
Faithfully yours, +Fr. George Tsahakis, 7.10.20 

https://www.archons.org/-/order-laments-decision-hagia-sophia-to-mosque


The Funeral Oration of the Roman Empire 
Delivered on May 28, 1453 

 

 

xOn Monday, May 28, the Romans knew that their 
moment of truth was upon them. There was a 
weird calm from the Turkish camp. The Sultan had 
ordered a day of rest before the final assault. 

Those in the city who could be spared from 
manning and patching up the battered walls took 
to the streets in prayer. Constantine ordered that 
icons and relics from churches and monasteries be 
carried round the walls while the church bells rang. 
Constantine led the procession.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The walls of Constantinople today 
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When it was over he assembled his ministers, officers and soldiers and addressed 
them. There are three accounts of what he said. The first and shortest of them is 
contained in a letter of Leonardo of Chios, the Latin Archbishop of Lesvos, 
addressed to Pope Nicholas V on August 19, 1453. Leonardo had been present 
during the last weeks of Roman Constantinople and he reported to the pope 
some six weeks after the capture of the city, while his memory was still fresh. 

The two other and longer versions of Constantine's speech are mainly 
elaborations and extensions of Leonardo's text. One purports to be from the pen 
of George Sphrantzes, who must certainly have heard the speech though he 
makes no mention of it in his memoirs. It is to be read only in the extended 
version of those memoirs compiled in the sixteenth century by Makarios 
Melissenos. The third version is given in the Greek Chronicle of the Turkish 
Sultans, also of the sixteenth century. 

The speech as related by Leonardo of Chios is thus the most reliable account. This 
was Constantine's last public speech and can serve, as Gibbon observed, as 'the 
funeral oration of the Roman Empire.' 

 

 
 

Saint Constantine XI the Ethnomartyr, Last Emperor of the Romans (reigned from 
1449 - May 29, 1453 AD)  
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"Gentlemen, illustrious captains of the army, and our most Christian comrades in 
arms: we now see the hour of battle approaching. I have therefore elected to 
assemble you here to make it clear that you must stand together with firmer 
resolution than ever. You have always fought with glory against the enemies of 
Christ. Now the defense of your fatherland and of the city known the world over, 
which the infidel and evil Turks have been besieging for two and fifty days, is 
committed to your lofty spirits. 

Be not afraid because its walls have been worn down by the enemy's battering. 
For your strength lies in the protection of God and you must show it with your 
arms quivering and your swords brandished against the enemy. I know that this 
undisciplined mob will, as is their custom, rush upon you with loud cries and 
ceaseless volleys of arrows. These will do you no bodily harm, for I see that you 
are well covered in armor. They will strike the walls, our breastplates and our 
shields. So do not imitate the Romans who, when the Carthaginians went into 
battle against them, allowed their cavalry to be terrified by the fearsome sight 
and sound of elephants. 

In this battle you must stand firm and have no fear, no thought of flight, but be 
inspired to resist with ever more herculean strength. Animals may run away from 
animals. But you are men, men of stout heart, and you will hold at bay these 
dumb brutes, thrusting your spears and swords into them, so that they will know 
that they are fighting not against their own kind but against the masters of 
animals. 

You are aware that the impious and infidel enemy has disturbed the peace 
unjustly. He has violated the oath and treaty that he made with us; he has 
slaughtered our farmers at harvest time; he has erected a fortress on the 
Propontis as it were to devour the Christians; he has encircled Galata under a 
pretense of peace. 

Now he threatens to capture the city of Constantine the Great, your fatherland, 
the place of ready refuge for all Christians, the guardian of all Romans, and to 
profane its holy shrines of God by turning them into stables for fit horses. Oh my 
lords, my brothers, my sons, the everlasting honor of Christians is in your hands. 

You men of Genoa, men of courage and famous for your infinite victories, you 
who have always protected this city, your mother, in many a conflict with the 



Turks, show now your prowess and your aggressive spirit toward them with manly 
vigor. 

You men of Venice, most valiant heroes, whose swords have many a time made 
Turkish blood to flow and who in our time have sent so many ships, so many 
infidel souls to the depths under the command of Loredano, the most excellent 
captain of our fleet, you who have adorned this city as if it were your own with 
fine, outstanding men, lift high your spirits now for battle. 

You, my comrades in arms, obey the commands of your leaders in the knowledge 
that this is the day of your glory -- a day on which, if you shed but a drop of blood, 
you will win for yourselves crowns of martyrdom and eternal fame." 

 

 

Aerial view of Hagia Sophia today 

All the people of the City then gathered into the Church of Hagia Sophia to pray 
for deliverance and celebrate the Divine Liturgy. After everyone, including the 
Emperor, received Holy Communion, they asked forgiveness of one another. 
Many kept vigil the entire night, while others prepared for the final showdown 
against Sultan Mehmed and his Ottoman hordes. 

Emperor Constantine himself then went back to his palace at Blachernae to ask 
forgiveness from his household and bid them farewell before riding into the night 
to make a final inspection of his soldiers at the wall. He then kept vigil at the 
palace the entire night praying to God. 
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Emperor Constantine crowned by 
Christ as a martyr (drawing by 

Photios Kontoglou) 

The next day the decapitated head and body of the Emperor was found amidst 
other decapitated corpses. We know it was taken to the Sultan to affirm that he 
was the new ruler of the Roman lands and the conqueror of Constantinople. Then 
there are differing accounts as to what happened to the body. Some say it was 
given to the Christians to give an emperor his proper burial, while others say the 
Sultan packaged the head and sent it throughout the lands of Persia, Arabia and 
Asia Minor as a symbol of his victory. Maybe both accounts can be reconciled 
however. 
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The Lamentation of Greece and Orthodoxy 
over the body of Emperor Constantine, 

painted by Photios Kontoglou. 

Since the erection of the statue of Emperor Constantine IX in Athens, every year 
on May 29th the Greeks gather and offer a memorial service in his honor. His 
reverence has reached the point where he is honored as a Saint of the Orthodox 
Church. 

 

 

The statue of Emperor 
Constantine in Athens 
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"To deliver the city it is not my own right nor any other person of her 

residents, because it is our common decision to die all of us and not to 
spare our life."  

- Emperor Constantine's reply to Sultan Mehmed when asked to deliver the City 
without a fight 

 

 
 
 

"Breaking down the doors with axes, the Turks entered the Church [Hagia Sophia] 
and dragged the fugitives off to slavery. Two by two, the men were tied together 

with cords, the women with belts, without consideration for age or station. 
Scenes of indescribable horror ensued. The icons of Saints were shorn of their 
jewels and smashed. The gold and silver Church vessels were seized, the altar 
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cloths used for caparisons. Topped with a Janissary's cap, the crucifix was paraded 
in mockery. The conquerors used the altars as tables; when they themselves had 
finished eating on them, they turned them over to the horses for feed troughs or 

used them as beds on which to assault boys and girls."  
 

--The Fall of the Roman Empire, A Chronicle by George Sphrantzes (translated by 
Marios Phillipides) 

 
Reprinted with thanks from johnsanidopoulos.com/2009/05/funeral-oration-of-roman-

empire.html 
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News Release 

Contact: PRESS OFFICE 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 19, 2020 
 
Today, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros convened a special session of the 
Holy Eparchial Synod, and with great sorrow and heartfelt anguish informed its 
members of the decision made by the Turkish government earlier today to 
convert Hagia Sophia of Constantinople into a mosque. 
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For Orthodox Christians around the globe, and also for the entire Christendom, 
Hagia Sophia, Constantinople, and the Ecumenical Patriarchate are sacred 
spiritual centers and comprise a repository of our Christian Faith and tradition. 
Therefore, we call the Turkish government to respect the pan-Orthodox and pan-
Christian consciousness, which today has been deeply wounded by this decision. 
 
We hope that this decision is not a manifestation of the deterioration in the 
stance of the Turkish government toward the Ecumenical Patriarchate and other 
religious minorities in Turkey. 
 
The hierarchy, the clergy, the monastics, and the faithful people of our Holy 
Archdiocese are deeply distressed, and pray fervently that peace, love, and well-
being will prevail in that region and that the Turkish government annuls this 
decision. 
 
From the Chief Secretariat of the Holy Eparchial Synod 
 
------------- 
 
ΑΝΑΚΟΙΝΩΘΕΝ ΤΗΣ ΙΕΡΑΣ ΕΠΑΡΧΙΑΚΗΣ ΣΥΝΟΔΟΥ 
 
10 Ιουλίου 2020 
 
Ἡ Ἱερὰ Ἐπαρχιακὴ Σύνοδος συγκληθεῖσα σήμερα ἐκτάκτως ἀπὸ τὸν Σεβ. 
Ἀρχιεπίσκοπο κ. Ἐλπιδοφόρο, μὲ βαθεῖα θλίψη καὶ 
συντετριμένη καρδιὰ πληροφορήθηκε τὴ σημερινὴ ἀπόφαση τῆς Τουρκικῆς 
Κυβερνήσεως περὶ μετατροπῆς τῆς Ἁγίας Σοφίας Κωνσταντινουπόλεως σὲ 
ἰσλαμικὸ τέμενος. 
 
Γιὰ τοὺς ὀρθοδόξους ὅλου τοῦ κόσμου, ἀλλὰ καὶ γιὰ ὅλο τὸν χριστιανικὸ κόσμο ἡ 
Ἁγία Σοφία, ἡ Κωνσταντινούπολη καὶ τὸ Οἰκουμενικὸ Πατριαρχεῖο ἀποτελοῦν 
ἱερὰ πνευματικὰ κέντρα καὶ παρακαταθήκη τῆς πίστεως καὶ τῆς παραδόσεώς 
μας. Καλοῦμε λοιπὸν τὴν Τουρκικὴ Κυβέρνηση νὰ ἐπιδείξει σεβασμὸ στὴν 
πανορθόδοξη καὶ παγχριστιανικὴ συνείδηση, ἡ ὁποῖα σήμερα πληγώθηκε μὲ τὴν 
ἀτυχὴ αὐτὴ ἀπόφασή της. 
 
Ἐλπίζουμε αὐτὸ νὰ μὴ σημάνει καὶ ὑπαναχώρηση καὶ ἐπιδείνωση τῆς στάσης τῆς 
Τουρκικῆς Κυβερνήσεως ἔναντι τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου καὶ τῶν λοιπῶν 



χριστιανικῶν μειονοτήτων τῆς Τουρκίας καὶ μία ἀρνητικὴ στροφὴ στὸ σεβασμὸ 
τῶν θρησκευτικῶν ἐλευθεριῶν. 
 
Ἡ ἱεραρχία, ὁ ἱερὸς κλῆρος, οἱ μοναχοὶ καὶ ὁ πιστὸς λαὸς τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας 
εἶναι ἀνήσυχοι καὶ προσεύχονται θερμὰ γιὰ τὴν ἐπικράτηση τῆς εἰρήνης, τῆς 
ἀγάπης καὶ τῆς εὐημερίας στὴν περιοχή, ἀλλὰ καὶ γιὰ τὴν ἀναθεώρηση τῆς 
θλιβερῆς αὐτῆς ἀπόφασης. 
 
Εκ της Αρχιγραμματείας της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου 
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