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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, May 17, 2020 
ON THIS DAY, THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA, THE SUNDAY AFTER MID-
PENTECOST, THE CHURCH REMEMBERS JESUS COMING TO THE WELL OF JACOB, 
FATHER OF ALL PATRIARCHS, AND ASKING FOR A DRINK OF WATER FROM THE 
HANDS OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN WHO REFUSED TO SERVE HIM, SAYING THAT 
JESUS HAD NO DEALINGS WITH SAMARITANS. BUT THE WISE CREATOR, SAY THE 
WORDS OF THE ORTHROS SERVICE TODAY, CHANGED HER HEART THROUGH THE 
SWEETNESS OF HIS WORD; AND HAVING RECEIVED IT SHE CRIED OUT AND 
PROCLAIMED TO ALL: “COME AND SEE THE KNOWER OF SECRETS, GOD HIMSELF 
WHO HAS APPEARED IN THE FLESH SO THAT MANKIND MAY BE SAVED BY HIM.” 
WE ALSO COMMEMORATE TODAY all our Fathers among the saints who served as 
Archbishops and Patriarchs of Constantinople; The Holy Apostles Andronicus and 
Junia; Holy Godbearing Nectarius, the Builder of the Holy Monastery of Varlaam of 
Meteora; Theodotos the Martyr of Ancyra & the 7 Virgin-martyrs; Athanasios, 
Archbishop of Christianopolis; The New Martyrs of Batak, Bulgaria; and Nicholas 
the Younger who was martyred in Metsovo, Epirus. Through their holy intercessions, 
O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Thank You for Your Understanding 
As we continue to stay home for church services until the CDC and federal, 
state, and local authorities advise us it is safe to worship publicly again, we 
appreciate your kind understanding that our church doors are closed except for 
a few parishioners assisting Fr. George during worship services. Thank you 
for joining us today via live streaming video.  
 

Reflection About Today’s Religious Theme: 
Jesus came to the well of Jacob, Father of the Patriarchs, and asked for a drink 
of water from the hands of the Samaritan Woman who refused to serve Him, 
saying that Jesus had no dealings with Samaritans. But the Wise Creator, say 
the words from the Orthros Service today, changed her heart through the 
sweetness of His words, so that she sought to obtain from Him the Water of 
Everlasting Word; and having received it she cried out and proclaimed to all: 
“Come and see the Knower of Secrets, God Himself who has appeared in the 
flesh so that mankind may be saved by Him.” 

 
SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 

 

1./2./11. Hymn for the Feast of Pascha (our Lord's passover from death to life): 
Sung three times after the opening of the Divine Liturgy, before the Small 
Entrance, and after the distribution of Holy Communion:  Christ is risen from 
the dead, by death trampling down upon death, and to those in the tombs He 
has granted life. 
 
3. Small Entrance Exclamation of the Priest: 
On the occasion of today’s feast, the Priest intones the following at the Small 
Entrance: “In your choirs, bless the Lord, you of Israel’s wellspring. Save us, 
O Son of God, who did rise from the dead, we sing to You: Alleluia!” 
 
4. Resurrectional Hymn  - Fourth Tone (Today) – (Hymnal-pp.110-113): 
Sung after the Small Entrance: The joyful news of Your resurrection was 
proclaimed by the angel to the women disciples. Having thrown off the curse 
that fell on Adam, they ran elatedly to tell the apostles: Death has been 



vanquished; Christ our God is risen from the dead, blessing all the world with 
His great mercy. 
 
5. Hymn for Mid-Pentecost – (Hymnal-pp.166-167): 
Sung after the Small Entrance: In the midst of this Paschal season, Savior, let 
my thirsty soul partake of the waters of true worship; for You call out inviting 
all: Let those who thirst come to me and drink. O Fountain of Life, Christ our 
God, glory to You. 
 
6. Hymn for Archbishops & Patriarchs of Constantinople – (not in Hymnal): 
Sung after the Small Entrance: O illustrious leaders and shepherds of 
Byzantium, you have been regarded throughout different ages as wise 
Hierarchs. Wherefore, the Church of Christ praises the manner of your life. 
Through her, as eminent luminaries, you give light to those who cry out, 
“Glory to her who aided you, glory to Him who crowned you, glory to Him 
who, through you, affirmed the Orthodox faith.” 
 
7. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from 
your venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and 
earth, O famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs 
you chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by 
your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

8. Kontakion of Pascha – (Hymnal-pp.274-277): 
Sung after the Small Entrance: Into the grave You descended, Immortal One, 
yet You destroyed the power of Hades, and as victor You arose, O Christ our 
God; You proclaimed to the Myrrh Bearing Women a greeting of joy, You 
brought peace to Your Holy Apostles, and to the fallen You granted 
resurrection. 
 

9. Megalynarion (Hymn to the Theotokos) – (Hymnal-pp.304-307): 
Today , the following hymn is sung instead of "Axion Estin" or "Truly it is 
proper to call you blessed...": The Angel cried aloud to the Lady full of grace,  
Rejoice O Pure Virgin, again I say rejoice, your Son has resurrected, from the 



grave on the third day. Be glad, and exultant, divine gate of the light. For your  
Son, namely Jesus, having set within the tomb, rose and is shining more 
brightly than the sun, and He has fully illumined the faithful, O Lady full of 
the Grace of God.  
 

10. Communion Hymn – (Hymnal-pp.318-319): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of 
“Aineite” or “Praise the Lord”: Receive the Body of Christ; drink from the 
font of immortality.  
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but that 
we might engrave them on our hearts. – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:1-10) 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid Him.” Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that He must rise 
from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.  
 
Epistle Reading (Hebrews 7:26 – 8:2) 
26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike 
the other high priests, He has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 



for His own sins, and then for those of the people; this He did once for all 
when He offered Himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who 
are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than 
the law, appoints a Son Who has been made perfect forever. 8Now the main 
point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, One Who is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2a 
minister in the sanctuary and the true tent that the Lord, and not any 
mortal, has set up.  
Gospel Reading (John 4:5-42) 
So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired 
out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan 
woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to 
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria/’ 
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered 
her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our 
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks 
drank form it?” Jesus said to her, Everyone who drinks of this water will 
be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 
water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 
this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to 
draw water.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 
The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You 
are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 
true!” The woman said to him, “Sir I see that you are a prophet, Our 
ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place where 
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 



me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship 
him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth. The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming” (who is 
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus 
said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” Just then his 
disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, 
but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with 
her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said 
to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever 
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were on 
their way to him. Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat 
something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know 
about.” So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought 
him something to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months 
more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see 
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving 
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that the sower and reaper 
may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 
another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others 
have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” Many Samaritans 
from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told 
me everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritan came to him, they 
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more 
believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, 
and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 
 



THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who hears 
say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who 
wishes take the water of life as a gift.” (Rev. 22:17) 

 
PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 

30So they said to Him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may 
see it and believe You? What work are You performing? 31Our ancestors ate the 
manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.’”. (John 6:30-31) 
In Jesus’ ministry on earth, He offered spectacular evidence of Who He is. He 
gave His followers bread. He offered great healings. He taught them love, mercy, 
and forgiveness like today’s Holy Gospel revealed. 
 
That was more than 2,000 years ago, yet today, incredibly, the story is the same 
for us . . . Jesus has done so many things to bless us – in our families, our homes, 
our vocations, our parish, and our inclusion in His Holy Body with unconditional 
love and patience. What will it take to prove to us that our Risen Lord, Jesus 
Christ, is God . . . that we should submit to His Will and follow Him every 
moment of each day? How many more miracles and signs will He have to offer 
before we truly believe that He is God and gives us eternal life? 
 
As we depart today, let us not discount the wonderful things that our Risen Lord 
has done for us. Today, and all this week, let us give thanks for His blessings in 
our lives. Each day let us that our Lord for His divine providence and ask that He 
enable us to see His efforts to shape and change us according to His Will.  
 
“No, Lord, we do not need another miracle or mighty deed to believe. We can 
truly believe right now, right here, and without doubt that Jesus Christ gives us 
life today, . . . and forever and ever.” AMEN! 
 



Message from Metropolitan Alexios for Today 

May 11, 2020 

 

To the Clergy of the Metropolis of Atlanta: 

 

My Brothers in the Lord, 

  

Χριστός ἀνέστη! Ἀληθῶς ἀνέστη! 

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen! 

I greet you with love and joy in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

May 19th is the memorial date for the Greek Genocide in Pontus, and so I ask all our 

communities to offer a Trisagion for the victims of the Genocide on Sunday May 17th, 

printing the article below in your weekly bulletins, and offering a few words. 

  

The Greek Orthodox Genocide in Pontus refers to the systematic extermination of the 

native Greek subjects of the Ottoman Empire before, during and after World War I 

(1914-1923) from Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. 

  

It included massacres, forced deportations and death marches, summary expulsions, 

boycotts, rape, forced conversion to Islam, conscription into labor battalions, arbitrary 

executions, and destruction of Orthodox Christian cultural, historical and religious 

monuments. According to various sources, approximately 1 million Ottoman Greeks 

perished during this period.  

  



All Greek males aged between 21-45 were forcibly conscripted into labor battalions Most 

of them perished under appalling conditions being forced to work around the clock with 

little food or water. In 1915, under the advice of German military personnel. 

  

These Greeks were not permitted to take anything with them. Goods in their shops were 

later sold by Ottoman authorities. They were deported to the interior and to Muslim 

villages where they were forced to choose between Islam or death. 

  

According to figures compiled by the Ecumenical Patriarchate, by 1918, 774,235 Greeks 

had been deported from their homes, many of them to the interior of Turkey, never to be 

seen again. 

  

May our Risen Lord, who trampled upon death, offer repose to the souls of these victims, 

and may we never forget this tragic event. I remain, 

Paternally yours with love in the Risen Lord, 

  
+ A L E X I O S 
Metropolitan of Atlanta 
 

 

 "Follow" & Like" our Facebook page. Check for updates and photos.  
 

On this the 806th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each of 
you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, 
women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will 
experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build 
His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640�


 



 



COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

 

   Sunday, May 17 (Sunday of the Samaritan Woman): 
  7:30 a.m.     Orthros Service 
  9:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 
     10:15 a.m.     Memorial Service - Per Metropolitan Alexios' request to all Metropolis  
   Clergy, we will offer a Memorial Service for The Victims of the Greek Orthodox  
   Genocide in Pontus (see historical account inside bulletin) along with Memorial  
   Prayers for Emanual & Mary Ellinas & Theodoros Sarantis. 
  3:00 p.m.    Virtual Coffee Hour – Use one-click to join your parish family! 

 

   

Message from Metropolitan Alexios Regarding Safety 

Guidelines for Re-opening Churches 

May 13, 2020 
 
My Beloved co-celebrants in the Lord, esteemed Parish council Presidents and members, 
Philoptochos Presidents and members, Reverend Monastics and faithful, 
 

Christ is Risen! 
 
I greet you my beloved with love and joy in the name of our Resurrected Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ! I pray that this message finds you well, as we arrive to the mid-point of 
Pentecost! 
 
Our society today is dealing with the pandemic of COVID-19, which is an infectious and 
deadly virus. We must consistently think about other people: relatives, co-workers, 
strangers--as well as ourselves, in order to create a safe society. In our great country, it is 
impossible for us all to be the same, for even the land, that we live in has mountains, 
valleys, small and large cities. Each place has different requirements and different rules to 
live by, for all to be safe. 
 

To read the rest of His Eminence's letter and review the Metropolis 
protocols, please click here. 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://saintchristopherhoc.org/news/virtual-pascha-glendi
https://mcusercontent.com/d843d668dde012c7ea79d97f4/files/a235167b-07a4-4310-8915-f4a650d2d9cb/Safety_Guidelines_for_Church_Reopenings_FINAL_02.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/d843d668dde012c7ea79d97f4/files/a235167b-07a4-4310-8915-f4a650d2d9cb/Safety_Guidelines_for_Church_Reopenings_FINAL_02.pdf


Sunday of the Samaritan Woman - May 17, 2020 
One of the most ancient cities of the Promised Land was Shechem, also called Sikima, located at 
the foot of Mount Gerazim. There the Israelites had heard the blessings in the days of Moses 
and Jesus of Navi. Near to this town, Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia in the nineteenth 
century before Christ, bought a piece of land where there was a well. This well, preserved even 
until the time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. Later, before he died in Egypt, he left that 
piece of land as a special inheritance to his son Joseph (Gen. 49:22). This town, before it was 
taken into possession by Samaria, was also the leading city of the kingdom of the ten tribes. In 
the time of the Romans it was called Neapolis, and at present Nablus. It was the first city in 
Canaan visited by the Patriarch Abraham. Here also, Jesus of Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes 
of Israel for the last time. Almost three hundred years later, all Israel assembled there to make 
Roboam (Rehoboam) king. 

When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at midday to this city, which is also called Sychar (John 
4:5), He was wearied from the journey and the heat, and He sat down at this well. After a little 
while the Samaritan woman mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to draw water. As she 
conversed at some length with the Lord and heard from Him secret things concerning herself, 
she believed in Him; through her many other Samaritans also believed. 

Concerning the Samaritans we know the following: In the year 721 before Christ, Salmanasar 
(Shalmaneser), King of the Assyrians, took the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel into captivity, 
and relocated all these people to Babylon and the land of the Medes. From there he gathered 
various nations and sent them to Samaria. These nations had been idolaters from before. 
Although they were later instructed in the Jewish faith and believed in the one God, they 
worshipped the idols also. Furthermore, they accepted only the Pentateuch of Moses, and 
rejected the other books of Holy Scripture. Nonetheless, they thought themselves to be 
descendants of Abraham and Jacob. Therefore, the pious Jews named these Judaizing and 
idolatrous peoples Samaritans, since they lived in Samaria, the former leading city of the 
Israelites, as well as in the other towns thereabout. The Jews rejected them as heathen and 
foreigners, and had no communion with them at all, as the Samaritan woman observed, “the 
Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans” (John 4:9). Therefore, the name Samaritan is used 
derisively many times in the Gospel narrations. After the Ascension of the Lord, and the descent 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was baptized by the holy Apostles and 
became a great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called Photine, and her feast is kept on 
February 26.      

- Reprinted from goarch.org                         +Fr. George Tsahakis 
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