
 

“Show yourself in all respects a model of good works, and in your teaching show 
integrity, gravity, and sound speech that cannot be censured; then any opponent 
will be put to shame, having nothing evil to say of us.” (Titus 2:7-8) 

 

 
 

Click to view an amazing outing our youth enjoyed last Saturday. 
 

https://vimeo.com/466996431
https://vimeo.com/466996431
https://vimeo.com/466996431
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Adult Religious Education Lesson for Sunday, October 18 
 

 

On Sunday, October 18, our Adult Religious Education Class will 
discuss the video "How Christians Can Save Politics" and its 
Companion Guide, “Demonizing the Other: How Christians Can 
Build A Healthier Society”. 

Click here to join Zoom Conference Call 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYzRJwh5qX0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/documents/2020/10/Be_the_Bee_152_Workbook.01.pdf
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/documents/2020/10/Be_the_Bee_152_Workbook.01.pdf
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/documents/2020/10/Be_the_Bee_152_Workbook.01.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83553907847
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THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
spirit within me.”   (Psalm 51:10)  

 
 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 

I wish to share an insightful story about a man on a boat. He is not alone 

but acts as if he were. One night, without warning, he suddenly begins 

to cut a hole under his seat. 

The other people on the boat shout and shriek at him: “What on earth are 

you doing? Have you gone mad? Do you want to sink us all? Are you 

trying to destroy us?” 

Calmly, the man answers: “I don't understand what you want. What I'm 

doing is none of your business. I paid my way. I'm not cutting under 

your seat. Leave me alone!” 

What the fanatic (and the egotist) will not accept, but what you and I 

cannot forget, is that all of us are in the “same boat.” Scriptural verses 

that inspire us to live in mutual harmony include: “If it is possible, so 

far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” (Rom. 12:18) 

“Therefore, my brothers, let us set an example to our kindred, for their 

lives depend upon us, and the sanctuary—both the temple and the 

altar—rests upon us.” (Judith 8:24) 
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“Your Own from Your Own” 

Archimandrite Nikon Koutsidis wrote the following reflection reprinted from 
https://pemptousia.com. It reinforces this past Sunday’s Adult Religious 
Education lesson that focused on forgiving others.  

 
 

One time when Jesus was going to Jerusalem, He wanted to stop at a 
Samaritan village. He sent messengers to prepare for His arrival, but the 
Samaritans were unwilling to accept Him, because He was on His way to 
Jerusalem. “When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, ‘Lord, 
do You want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them as Elijah did?’. 
But Jesus turned and rebuked them. ‘You do not know of what spirit you 
are; the Son of Man has not come to destroy souls, but to save them’” (Luke 
9:54-56). 
 

https://pemptousia.com/


5 
 

This is why it’s necessary for us to know, on each occasion: 
 

* what we are asking of Christ and how we are asking it; 
 

* what we are offering to Christ and how we are offering it. 
 

In the middle of the Divine Liturgy, just before he blesses the bread and 
wine to change them into the Body and Blood of Christ, the Priest 
proclaims: 
 
“We offer You Your Own from Your Own, in all things and for all things”. 
 
These words mean: 
 
“The gifts (the bread and wine) are Yours, from among Your creations (the 
whole world). We offer them to You in accordance with what Your Son 
taught us (in all things) and for everything You have done for us (for all 
things). 
 
So, it is not enough for us to offer our gifts to God as if we were fulfilling 
some obligation, or to ask for something. 
 
We offer gifts to Christ: 
 
* In order to express to Him our thanks/gratitude for everything He’s 

done and suffered for us, particularly for the Cross, the Tomb and the 
Resurrection. 

 
* And because He commanded and instructed us to do so. 
 
The Lord says: First comes forgiveness and reconciliation with those who 
have something against us. Then comes the material or spiritual offering 
to Christ. Any prayer from a heart full of malice does not ascend to 
heaven. 
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Our participation in the Divine Liturgy requires effort: rectification of our 
passions and confession to a spiritual guide. Only then, if we are well-
pleasing to Christ, can we ask anything of Him, with boldness and free 
speaking. 

-------------------------------------------- 

Looking Ahead to This Sunday,10/18 (St. Luke the Evangelist): 

  7:45 am   Orthros Service  

  9:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

  1:30 pm   Virtual Religious Education Lesson for 3 year old’s - 2nd grade 

  2:00 pm   Virtual Religious Education Lesson for 3rd through 5th Grades 

  2:30 pm   Virtual Religious Education Lesson for Middle & High School 

             3:00 pm   Virtual Adult Religious Education Discussion 

 

Click here to view classes, teachers, and schedule 
for 2020-2021 Religious Education Year 

https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/news/our-youth-religious-education-classes-begin-sunday-september-20th
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/news/our-youth-religious-education-classes-begin-sunday-september-20th
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/news/our-youth-religious-education-classes-begin-sunday-september-20th
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