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ON THIS DAY, THE TWELFTH SUNDAY OF SAINT LUKE, WE 
REMEMBER Macarius the Great of Egypt (+390); Mark, Bishop of 
Ephesus (+1444); Arsenius of Corfu (+959); Makarios of Alexandria 
(+394); Makarios, Hierodeacon of Kalogera, Patmos; Removal of the 
Honorable Relics of Saint Gregory the Theologian; and Branwallader, 
Bishop of Jersey. Through their holy intercessions, O God, have 
mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 

Welcome, Visitors and Newcomers, to our Parish! 
We invite you to enter your name, mail/email addresses in our Guest Register (near 
the entrance) if you are interested in joining and assisting with our mission’s 
development. We want to keep you informed of our schedule and location of 
services. You and your family are welcome; we look forward to knowing you. We 
invite you and your family to join and assist us often! 
 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 
canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to 
partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of 
today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 
SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the Second Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.118-121): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The angelic powers appeared at Your 
tomb, the soldiers guarding it became as dead men, and Mary stood at Your 
grave seeking Your most pure body. But You made hell a captive; You were 
untouched by its might. You came to the Virgin and granted life. O Lord, 
Who rose from the dead, glory to You. 
 

3. Hymn of St. Makarios Whom We Remember Today – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: As a citizen of the desert and an angel incarnate 
and a wonderworker you shone forth, O Makarios our God-bearing father. 
Since you received the spiritual gifts by fasting and vigilance and prayer, 
you can cure those who are ailing and heal the souls of those who run to you 
with faith. Glory to Him who gave His might to you; glory to Him who 
placed a crown on you; glory to Him who operates through you, providing 
cures to all. 
 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

5. Kontakion sung in anticipation of the Presentation of the Lord (to be 
celebrated 2/2)  (Hymnal-pp.250-253): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: For our salvation You took flesh and You 
sanctified the Virgin¹s womb; You blessed the aged Simeon as You lay 
resting in his arms; and having come to save us all, O Christ our God, to these 
troubled times, bring Your lasting peace. Give strong and undaunted faith to 
all Your people, O only lover of mankind. 
 



SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.                       – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:19-31) 
“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After 
He said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent Me, so I send you.’ When He had said 
this, He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.’ But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of 
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in His hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in His side, I will not believe.’ A week later His disciples 
were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see My hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in My side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 
Thomas answered Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have 
you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in His name.” 
 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Col. 3:4-11) 
4When Christ Who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 
with Him in glory. 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: 
fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 



6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are 
disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you were 
living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, 
malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 
10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is 
no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!  
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 17:12-19) 
At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who 
stood at a distance and lifted up their voices and said: “Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us.” When He saw them He said to them, “Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one 
of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a 
loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now he 
was a Samaritan. Then said Jesus: “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the 
nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” And He said to him: “Rise and go your way; your faith has 
made you well.” 
 

MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
“For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may 
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.” (2 Cor. 4:15) 

 
PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 

 

How do you select your priorities? What criteria do you use to choose 
them? The older I become and more experience I gain, the easier it is for 
me to see that there’s an emptiness in pursuing anything less than God’s 
call. Without a doubt, our culture influences us towards independence 



and self-fulfillment. At the same time, we seek God and pray regularly, 
we study His Word, and yet we wonder why He still seems so distant. 
Perhaps our culture has trained us to pursue goals that do not bring us 
closer to God. Perhaps the goals we choose for ourselves undermine the 
relationships we are to have with God and with others He places in our 
paths. 

What are some of our misguided goals? Where our culture says, “Seek 
your place in the world!” our God says, “Seek the kingdom of God.” 
Where our culture bids us to “Find yourself!” God calls us to “Lose 
yourself, and so find life.” Where our culture calls us to “Be your own 
self-made person!” our God calls us to “Become members together of 
one body.” Where our culture teaches us to “Look to your own needs and 
interests!” God calls us to “Have the attitude of Christ Jesus, Who took 
on the nature of a servant.” Where our culture promises, “You can have 
it all!” God calls us to “Consider it rubbish, that we might gain Christ.” 
Where our culture mandates, “Be at the top of your game!” God calls us 
to “Be crucified with Christ.” 

When we perceive our existence as a call from God – rather than as a 
search for self – we free ourselves from the quicksand of self-oriented 
ambition and find our ultimate purpose in life. 

That’s where spiritual clarity is found – not in knowing what we are 
looking for, but in answering Christ’s call and abiding in Him. 
 

On this the 789th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue 
to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like 
we are just a handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves to 
serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of 
growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His new 
church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God!  
 

 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for updates and photos. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640�


 “World Watch List of 2019” 
 

This week we continue reviewing the 50 countries where it’s most dangerous to follow Jesus. May we 
offer prayers in support of their efforts and pray for God’s peace and good will to prevail! 

 

 
 



 



COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

      7:45 am    Orthros Service 
          9:00 am    Divine Liturgy/Memorial Service - Nick Christodoulopoulos  
        & Athena Christodoulou & Memorial Luncheon 
   11:15 am    Religious Education Classes (note delayed time) 

   12:00 pm    Philoptochos General Meeting (note delayed time) 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
 

 
 

Oath of Office (left to right): Tom Farmakis, Steve Theodorakis, Maria Cahill, Lydia McGee, Julie Skouteris, Fr. 
George Tsahakis, Tammy Soulakos, Stephen Sarantis, George Psihountas, and Bill Wiley 

 

January 12, 2020 Parish Council Meeting Highlights: 
At the first meeting following their Oath of Office, members elected 2020 Parish Council officers: 

   Stephen Sarantis, President 
   Julie Skouteris, Vice President 
   Tammy Soulakos, Treasurer 
   George Psihountas, Assistant Treasurer 
   Tom Farmakis, Secretary 

Maria Cahill was appointed Finance Committee Chair. 
Stephen Butler confirmed he will continue to chair the Security Committee. 
No one has volunteered to become the Newsletter Chair. 
Members scheduled the first General Parish Assembly for Sunday, February 9, 2020, at 10:45 a.m. 
The 2020 Golf Classic for Monday, August 24, 2020 at Flat Creek Golf Course. 
 
We congratulate our Parish Council and St. Christopher Outreach Ministry Committee officers and members 
and thank them for their efforts to serve St. Christopher Church. May God bless them always. 
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