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September 2019 

As we approach the beginning of a new church year on September 1st, I urge you to reflect and then 
 choose at least one new goal for your spiritual life for the next twelve 
 months. Please encourage every adult in your household to join you in doing 
 the same. 
 
 While the following suggestions may not appear to be “spiritual”, remember 
 that Orthodoxy teaches that we live our lives in Christ by choosing to 
 offer His love and mercy as part of our daily routine. Rather than “simply  
 do Church on Sundays”, our every moment can be a life offered in 
 witnessing His Word, sharing His mercy, serving Him and His children, 
 offering hospitality and fellowship to those we encounter, and seeking 
 communion with Him through the Eucharist and the Holy Sacraments of 
 the Orthodox Church.  
 
 Certainly our lives are filled with demands and pressures... working to keep 
 up with our supervisor’s expectations, fulfilling our financial obligations, 

finding time to raise our children, overcoming health issues and limitations, commuting to work, 
overcoming depression and addictions, confronting negative behaviors of those who harass or dislike 
us, just to mention a few. There seems to be no time for ourselves. Rather than living “more of the 
same”, consider choosing more opportunities within our reach. 
 
Consciously choosing a new pursuit, we can improve our spiritual outlook and remind ourselves that we 
live for God and not manna. Replacing low priority or unnecessary routines with a 
practice aimed at nurturing our inner spirit and sharing with others will reinforce 
similar responses from those we love and live with. There is no shortage of 
possibilities...the following suggestions are just a few to get us started in choosing a 
new and life-enhancing spiritual direction.  
 
 

Will it be reading a few verses from the Bible just before bedtime, or awakening each 
morning with a short reading on the life of the daily saint? For some, seeking to fast 
either on Wednesday or Friday (or both) will be a challenge. We could commit to participate every 
Sunday morning in the Divine Liturgy and engage in communal fellowship afterwards. Why not choose 

So Many Choices! 
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to invite a new or existing parish family to our monthly “Let’s EAT!” outing and get to know each 
other better. Be sure to ask your children what lessons they learned in Religious Education. Likewise, 
share insights from our adult classes with family and friends. Call someone you missed seeing in 
church and offer an encouraging word since they may have been working or traveling. Save a church 
bulletin to give them the following Sunday if you know the icon on the cover may be their patron saint 
or an upcoming event would be of special interest.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For those who take a ten-minute power nap during the day, closing your eyes and offering a prayer 
that includes thanking God for specific blessings you have - before asking for His help and guidance - 
will reassure us of His presence and restore us when we have become distracted. Before heading 
home from work, call your spouse and ask if you could help out by stopping at the grocery or drug 
store for needed items or pick up laundry at the drycleaners. 
 
Once you return home from work, let your first act be a warm exchange of hugs and kisses with your 
spouse and children. Or if you live alone, call a family member who lives apart from you to reconnect 
with loved ones. Surprise your spouse or friend with a random act of kindness like a few flowers or 
simply some unexpected words of support and encouragement. Refrain from running through the day’s 
struggles and complaints; help set the dinner table with words of mutual support, admiration, and 
appreciation. A stroll in your yard or walk in the neighborhood after dinner will help improve your 
family communications. Our pets want to be included as well! Let them spend extra time exploring and 
sniffing... which in turn gives you more rest and fresh air, as well as additional time to enjoy each 
other’s company. Avoid fretting over a laundry list of chores needed to be done... praise and thank 
God you live in this wonderful nation and without persecution to be free to choose to be part of His 
Holy Vineyard. Teach your family history to your children and express your hopes and dreams if they 
are old enough to understand. In turn, you will plant seeds to prepare them for their future 
contributions to build up and sustain God’s creation and kingdom on earth. Express both fulfilled and 
unfulfilled desires; be willing to ask for help as needed. Pray together and reassure each other. Be 
thankful! 
 
One evening each week, designate time for a date with your spouse. If you have children or 
grandchildren, choose a special activity with each of them separately to give them opportunities to 
talk about their day or week. If your children are grown or you don’t have any, plan an outing with a 
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friend or neighbor. Choose someone who may live alone or whose relatives live far off. Rather than 
wait to be invited to go to a movie or concert, take the initiative and call someone yourself. Outings 
can be as simple as shopping together or going to the park or library.  
 
Each month choose a “hands of love” moment by visiting a shut-in or a family or friend in the nursing 
home. If you enjoy cooking or baking, call ahead and 
tell someone you prepared extra food and want to 
visit. At the grocery or drug store, select a greeting 
card for an upcoming birthday or anniversary of 
someone you know or make a homemade card with your 
little ones and teach them the joy of giving of 
themselves. Church baking days are infrequent but so 
helpful and entertaining... commit to volunteering even 
if for only an hour. Learn to crotchet a prayer shawl 
and donate it to our Philoptochos ministry so that 
others can feel the embrace of God’s love around 
them as they struggle with hardship. Pray for 
prisoners and those being persecuted or in harm’s way. 
Write letters to remind soldiers serving abroad at 
Christmas, Pascha, and Thanksgiving that you care for 
them and their families; commend them for their sacrifices and service. Console the bereaved, visit 
the lonely, and welcome visitors in your neighborhood, at work, or in our parish. 
 
When planning vacations, seek the address of an Orthodox parish nearby and after the service 
introduce yourself to the Priest. Share greetings from Fr. George and our parishioners. Be sure to 
take photos or jot a few notes about their special ministries and local practices that we could 
consider adopting to improve our parish. Share our efforts to build our church and invite new 
acquaintances to visit us if they travel to Georgia. 
 
Carve out of your schedule a few moments each day to be mindfully aware of the present; allow 
yourself the freedom to not fret over the past or worry about the future. Remember the Psalmist’s 
words: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, 
though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea...” (Psalm 46:1-2) 
Pray the Jesus Prayer as you relax and temporarily lay aside the cares of the world by inviting the 
Holy Spirit to fill your thoughts and inner spirit. Speak to God and listen for His reply. “Be still and 
know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.” (Psalm 46:10) Focus 
on God’s love, peace, mercy, and forgiveness.  
 
Speaking of forgiveness, resolve to meet and reconcile with persons you have hurt or who have hurt 
you. The freedom you both gain will carry you to the heights of God’s angels. They will rejoice over 
your returning the hundredth sheep who had been lost to the green pastures of our parish and its 
refreshing oasis of hospitality and acceptance. 
 
Of course, you already may be involved with one or more 
ministries of our parish, such as Philoptochos, Choir, 
Religious Education, or GreekFest. We hope you will 
continue these worthy efforts. My aim in adding a new 
spiritual challenge is to “shake the bushes” and remind us 
that our “routine” lulls us into thinking we already are 
fulfilled. Adding a new discipline creates a healthy tension 



 

to nudge us into using dormant talents and learning new ones to offer in service to our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Finally, the areas I have suggested are in addition to our current daily prayers, family sharing, and 
devotional practices. At first glance, they might appear to be burdensome or even impossible... that’s 
why I suggested you choose just one to ensure you can make it become part of your life. And when 
you’ve made a choice, tell your spouse, your children, your friend, and yes, your Priest. When others 
know you are seeking to grow and try something new, they can easily offer words of encouragement 
and celebrate your progress... not in the role of a judge but as your brother or sister in Christ. In 
turn, you might inspire them to do the same! 
 
In anticipation of the spiritual fruits to be harvested by our individual and collective efforts, I ask 
you to read aloud what St. Paul the Apostle teaches us in Ephesians 1:2-14 as the spiritual blessings 
of choosing a life in Jesus Christ: 
 
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, just as He chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless 
before Him in love. He destined us for adoption as His 
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good 
pleasure of His will, to the praise of His glorious 
grace that He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 
of His grace that He lavished on us. With all wisdom 
and insight He has made known to us the mystery of 
His will, according to His good pleasure that He set 
forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
gather up all things in Him, things in heaven and things 
on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of Him Who accomplishes all things 
according to His counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live 
for the praise of His glory. In Him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and had believed in Him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the 
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of His glory.” 
 
May God bless you with the wisdom and strength to choose a new spiritual discipline to help you grow 
even closer to Him and His Holy Body at the beginning of every new church year, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
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Very Rev. Fr. George J. Tsahakis   
Chancellor, Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta   
Pastor, St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Visit the St. Christopher’s Online Parish Calendar at  
www.saintchristopherhoc.org/Calendar.php  

for up-to-the-minute details about upcoming events and services! 
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Peachtree City GreekFest 
Saturday, September 21, 2019 

 
SPONSORSHIPS SOLD AS OF 8/29/2019 

 
 

We Need Your Help to Make Our GreekFest 
Ticket Sales a Success! 

Here’s 3 Ways You Can Sell Tickets: 
 

1. Paper Tickets — check them out from Emilia Moraitis,  
  (678) 749-1550 or distribute ticket order form fliers.  
 
2. Online Tickets and Sponsorships — 

www.PeachtreeCityGreekFest.org 
 
3. Social Media — invite your Facebook friends to attend our event 
  (search “Peachtree City GreekFest 2019” in your account and  
  “Share” the event with you Facebook friends). 
 

We have 300 tickets to sell and we need everyone’s help! 
 

*** Sponsorship brochures and ticket forms are also on our saintchristopherhoc.org 
website and on the table in the Narthex at church! *** 

Sponsorships Cost # Total SOLD 

Olympian $5,000.00 1 $ 5,000.00 0 

Athenian $2,500.00 5 $12,500.00 2 SOLD 

Spartan $1,200.00 6 $ 7,200.00 1 SOLD 

Agapi $  600.00 7 $ 4,200.00 2 SOLD 

OPA! $  300.00 40 $12,000.00 0 

          

Individual Tick-
ets 

$  65.00 200 $13,000.00 25 

          

Gross Revenue     $53,900.00   

http://www.PeachtreeCityGreekFest.org


  Page 6 

 
Be proud to show your support of our parish and have your name printed in the  

GreekFest Program!! 
 

Our Family is blessed to offer a sponsorship of:  □ $25.00  □ Other_______ 
 
 

Name to be printed in Program: ________________________________________________________ 
 
**Deadline for inclusion and recognition in program is September 16th  
Payment methods: Cash, Check, Credit Card 
Please make checks payable to St. Christopher’s earmarked for GreekFest Patron Sponsorship 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS – 2019 
 

       OPA!  - $300 
 2 TICKETS WITH RESERVED SEATING PROGRAM RECOGNITION 
 TITLE/NAME MENTION BY EMCEE DURING EVENT 

AGAPI - $600 
4 TICKETS WITH RESERVED SEATING PROGRAM RECOGNITION TITLE/NAME MENTION 
BY EMCEE DURING EVENT 1/8 PAGE AD IN PROGRAM 

SPARTAN - $1200 
10 TICKETS WITH RESERVED SEATING PROGRAM RECOGNITION TITLE/NAME MENTION 
BY EMCEE DURING EVENT 1/4 PAGE AD IN PROGRAM 

ATHENIAN - $2500 
10 TICKETS WITH RESERVED SEATING PROGRAM RECOGNITION TITLE/NAME MENTION 
BY EMCEE DURING EVENT 1/2 PAGE AD IN PROGRAM 

OLYMPIAN - $5000 
10 TICKETS WITH RESERVED SEATING PROGRAM RECOGNITION TITLE/NAME MENTION 
BY EMCEE DURING EVENT FULL PAGE AD IN PROGRAM 
 

Please help support OUR GreekFest by selling sponsorships! 
Ticket sales and Sponsorship information available at: 
Saintchristopherhoc.org & peachtreecitygreekfest.org 

Patron Sponsorship 

St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church 
GreekFest 2019, September 21st 
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GreekFest 2019 Updates 
~~Mark your calendars: GreekFest is September 21, 2019~~ 

 

 
Online Volunteer Sign-Ups 

now available. 
                 Please visit: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D4CA4A62FA4FE3-greekfest 
Access Code is GF2019 

 

~ Volunteers are the “heart” of St. Christopher’s ~ 
Please help us make the 2019 GreekFest the best ever! 

TOGETHER WE CAN! 

 

Your GreekFest Quad-Chairs are: 
Dina Tagalos Kearns – dinatagaloskearns@gmail.com 

Julie Skouteris – gsjs401mg@gmail.com 

Julie Torres – plantfoodnutrition@gmail.com 

Anna Andreeva-Naydenova – anna_nayd@yahoo.com 

 

Tickets and Sponsorships Needed 
Purchase online at: 

www.PeachtreeCityGreekFest.org 

GreekFest 2019 Quick Facts 
 

We need approximately 105 volunteers to have a successful GreekFest –  

we need everyone’s help! 

Don’t wait to be asked to help – volunteer your time and talents! 

Everyone is welcome on baking/prep days – even if you don’t know what you’re doing, 

we have teachers to help you! 

If you work, consider taking Friday off to come and help with set-up and prep work! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
Thank you for helping to make GreekFest 2018 an enjoyable experience for our guests! 
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Saturday, September 21, 2019 
 

If you are interested in being a committee chair – please contact the 
Managing Chair. We need everyone’s help in order to have a  

successful event. Thank you! 
 

In order to have a successful event – we need EVERYONE’S help from volunteering to chairing a 
committee, volunteering to help on a committee, selling tickets and sponsorships, to inviting family 

and friends to enjoy this beautiful evening with us! 
 

Remember this event benefits our Building Fund which will help bring us closer to our dream of 
building on our property!  

 
Sign Up Genius is up and running for this year so you and your family can sign up to help on a 

committee/baking days, etc. 
 

GreekFest Chairs – 2019 
Dina Tagalos-Kearns Julie Skouteris 

Julie Torres   Anna Andreeva-Naydenova 
 

SAVE THESE DATES: 
Preparing and Baking of Kourambiethes, Koulourakia, and Melomakarona  

Saturday, September 14th – 10:30 am (following the Liturgy) 
 

Preparing and Baking of Baklava Preparing and Cooking of Dolmathes 
Monday, September 16th - 5:00 pm Wednesday, September 18th – 5:00 pm 

Managing Chair – Dina Kearns (470) 277-2126 
Kitchen Equipment – Frank Sakkas & George Skouteris 
Grills – Frank Sakkas & Yianni Vasiliadis  
Appetizers – Presbytera Marinda & Becky Butler 
Service Line – Eva Sarantis & Dina Kearns 
Food Prep/Cooking at church – George Skouteris  
     & Pete Kleto 
Desserts – Pat MacDougall & Susan Kleto 
Gyros – Walter & Chuckie Smith/ Broadway Diner 
 
Managing Chair – Julie Torres (678) 979-6449 
Set up/Tear Down of Facilities – George Psihountas 
Bar – Steve Sarantis    
Sanitation Engineer – Charles Costas    
Childcare – Helen Psihountas  
Decorations – Helen Psihountas 
Photography – Jackie Sarantis 
Pastry Table – Dedee Panayis 
Golf Carts/Parking 
 
 
 

Managing Chair – Anna Andreeva Naydenova  
(770) 301-7675 
Silent/Live Auction – Shannon Johns, Josh & Jamie  
       Patrick  
Cultural Table – Jeanie McGee  
Greek Bazaar – Becky Butler & Julie Jackson Poulos  
Welcome Wine Table – Marcy &Stu Price 
Graphic Design/Ticket Design – Tammy Soulakos &  
         Christine Zavlanos 
 
Managing Chair – Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722 
Publicity/Promotions – Cynthia Cromartie  
Sponsorships/Donations – Julie Skouteris 
Patron Sponsorships – George Psihountas 
Tickets & Check In – Emilia Moriatis 
Finance – Julie Skouteris 
Volunteers & Paid Help – Julie Skouteris 
Hosts & Hostess’ Chair  – Julie Skouteris 
MC  & Event Timeline – Julie Skouteris  
Sound, Band, Anthems – Julie Skouteris  
Communications – Julie Skouteris  
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Hands of Love: September 

 
 
 
 
 

 

    All Sundays in September: Holy Cross School 

of Theology 
“For as rain comes down, or snow from heaven, and does not return until it saturates the earth, 
and it brings forth and produces, and gives seed to the sower and bread for food, so shall My 
word be, whatever proceeds from My mouth. It shall not return until it accomplishes whatever I 

willed, and I shall prosper your ways and My commandments.”  (Isaiah 55:10-11) 

 
Hands of Love, a ministry of our Philoptochos Society will 
be accepting monetary donations to benefit the School. 

 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts offers 
undergraduate and graduate education for men and women, leading to advanced 
degrees in Divinity and Theology. 
 
At Holy Cross, the only Greek Orthodox School of Theology in the United States, 
education is an integration of learning and faith. Its programs reflect the religious 
and cultural values of the Hellenic Orthodox tradition. 
 
Holy Cross strives to fulfill the need to educate the next generation of leaders, 
clergy, and laypersons who will exemplify the values and spirit of Orthodox 
Christianity in their chosen professions.  Learning, teaching, service, and worship 
activities develop the intellectual and spiritual potential of students.  The School 
affords the faculty the academic freedom to pursue teaching and scholarship.    
 

Yours in Christ,  
 
Anna Andreeva-Naydenova, Hands of Love Chair 

“For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore, I 
command you to do this word which says, You shall 

surely  open  your hands to your brother,  to your poor 
and  needy in your land.“  (Deut. 15:11) 

Basil for Feast of the Exaltation of the  

Holy Cross, September 14th 
 
Calling all Basil: Please bring your Basil sprigs or plants to church by 
1:00 pm on Friday, September 13th.  Be sure to place the sprig stems in 
water in the refrigerator.  If you need to bring your basil the previous 
Sunday, please make sure that only the stem is in the water, no leaves. 
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The following families are scheduled to prepare Prosfora this month:  

PROSFORA BAKERS: PLEASE BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS! To aid Fr. George in his 
preparations, please have your Prosfora offering to the church NO LATER THAN  

7:30 am for morning liturgy’s and 4:00 pm for evening Liturgy’s.  
Presbytera Marinda appreciates everyone’s help and if needs arise, please contact her at  

mtsahakis@comcast.net or (770) 381-1842. 

Sunday, Sept. 1 (due Sun., Sept. 1 by 7:30 am) Helen Psihountas & Julie Skouteris 

Sunday, Sept. 8 (due Sun., Sept. 8 by 7:30 am) Costas & Tammy Soulakos/Lydia McGee 

Saturday, Sept. 14 (due Sat., Sept. 14 by 7:30 am) Georgia Lungaro/Claudia Sliwinski 

Sunday, Sept. 15 (due Sun., Sept. 15 by 7:30 am) Susan Kleto/Effie Sakkas 

Sunday, Sept. 22 (due Sun., Sept. 22 by 7:30 am) Dedee Panayis/Milena Taylor 

Sunday, Sept. 29 (due Sun., Sept. 29 by 7:30 am) Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis/Becky Butler 

September Prosfora Baking Schedule 

 
 
 
 

 
“Go into the world and proclaim the Good News to the whole creation.” (Mark 16:15) 

 
Congratulations to our new Philoptochos Board! We look forward to another great year. 
 
President: Helen Psihountas 
Vice President: Dina Kearns 
Secretary: Cynthia Cromartie 
Treasurer: Dedee Panayis 
Asst Treasurer: Katie Wilson 
Hospitality: Pres. Marinda Tsahakis and Pat MacDougall 
 
Calendar of Meetings: 
September 15 General Meeting  October 20 Board Meeting 
November 17 General Meeting  December 15 Board Meeting 
January 19 General Meeting  February 16 Board Meeting 
March 15 General Meeting  April 19 Board Meeting 
May 17 General Meeting   June 21 Board Meeting 
 
Dates to Remember: 
September 15 General Meeting 
September 21 GreekFest 
October Watch for Appetizer and Pastry Sale baking dates TBA at General Meeting 

Look for your Pastry order form! 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Helen Psihountas, Philoptochos President 

 Philoptochos News and Updates  

1st Annual 

Fanouropita 

Raises $1240.00  

for the 

Metropolis 

Youth Fund!!! 

mailto:mtsahakis@comcast.net
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Schedule for Greet and Close Teams – September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     

“All parishioners 
are encouraged 
to volunteer at 
least twice a 

year.”  
 
 
 
 
 

 
* To volunteer (or if you are unable to fill your position, please contact another 
member of the team to arrange a swap and enter the change) go to https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eafae2ca3fe3-volunteer 
  

• VOLUNTEER 1:  Please be at church no later than 7:30*  
• VOLUNTEER 2:  Vacuum, etc.*  

• VOLUNTEER 3:  Bathrooms, etc.* 
(*Refer to instructions posted on the entry table or the refrigerator for related duties.) 

 
Thank you for your commitment to St. Christopher Greet and Close Committee!  
Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083, cynthia.cromartie@harrynorman.com and  

Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663, Tammy@soulakos.org 

 

Date Volunteers 

9/1 

Greeter: Paulette Malloy 

Volunteer 2: Donna Chan 

Volunteer 3: Jeanie McGee 

9/8 

Greeter: Gail Ericsson 

Volunteer 2: Becky Butler 

Volunteer 3: Stephen Butler 

9/15 

Greeter: Maria Cahill 
Volunteer 2: Stephen Butler 

Volunteer 3: Please Volunteer* 

9/22 

Greeter: Stephen Butler 

Volunteer 2: Please Volunteer* 

Volunteer 3: Jeanie McGee 

9/29 
Greeter: Susan Kleto 

Volunteer 2: Please Volunteer* 

Volunteer 3: Please Volunteer* 

The outpouring of love exhibited by the gifts of 
Prayer Shawls and Blankets at our blessing on Sunday, 
August 18th reached a new high point.  We have now 
been making Prayer Shawls for 10 years and record 23 
items were blessed this time.  Many thanks to our 
friend, Mildred Mason who provided 16 shawls, adding 
to the 3 she had already sent in for 19 gifts.  
Donations by Faye Georgeo, Julie Skouteris, and 
Susan Kleto were also greatly appreciated.  Newly 
designed cards were also sent with the shawls and 
blankets to CTCA. 
 
Our next blessing of shawls will be in December when 
we partner with Promise Place to provide physical and 
spiritual support to the women they are assisting. 
 
Please keep the following guidelines in mind since we 

want the recipients to feel that their shawl was made 
specifically for them.   Consistency in the size and 
finish of the shawls is important because we often 
give multiple shawls to one organization.  Please 
remember also to secure your loose yarn ends so your 
shawl or lap blanket looks finished. Yarn color choice 
is also important as we are trying to uplift the spirits 
of the recipients of the shawls and blankets.  
 
Please contact Susan Kleto at  
(678) 877-9115 or sbkleto@gmail.com 
to either become a participant in this 
ministry, to receive yarn, to receive 
sew-in labels, to receive a Prayer 
Guide, or if you have any questions or 
suggestions for improving this 
ministry. 

Amazing Gifts of Love 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eafae2ca3fe3-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eafae2ca3fe3-volunteer
mailto:cynthia.cromartie@harrynorman.com
mailto:Tammy@soulakos.com
mailto:sbkleto@gmail.com


 

Stewardship - Cheerful Giving 

 
Our church is in a busy period – we are being asked to offer our time, talents, and treasures for 
many things – the Golf Tournament, Prayer Shawls, GreekFest, Fanouropita, etc. and we may feel 
overwhelmed by being asked to give for all of these things – BUT… 
 
God wants us to be a Cheerful Giver! 
Scripture teaches us that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). God doesn’t just ask us to give, 
he desires that we would do so willfully. We can give without doing so willfully or cheerfully. It seems 
to me there are three kinds of giving: grudge giving, duty giving, and thanksgiving. Grudge giving 
means “I have to”; duty giving means, “I ought to”; thanksgiving means, “I want to”. 
 
When we give cheerfully, we are showing where our love is truly placed. If our love is for our money, 
our stuff, or our time, then the last thing we want to do is give it away. If our love is for the Lord, 
we can give freely because our joy and happiness are in Him and not our time, talents, or treasures.  
 
Our money, like everything else, actually belongs to God. Psalm 24:1 reads, “The earth is the Lord’s 
and everything in it.”  
 
All of our time, talents, and money belong to the Lord. We shouldn’t think that He simply wants a 
small portion of our time on Sunday or a small percentage of our money. Rather, we are to prayerfully 
consider how we spend each minute and every dollar that the Lord entrusts to us. May we be good 
stewards of our time, talents, and treasures for the glory of God! 
 
Thank you for giving abundantly to our church! 
 
 
Faithfully,  
Julie Skouteris, Stewardship Chair 
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Parish Financial Update 
 

Financial gifts and expenses are shown below through July.  Stewardship gifts are still tracking well 
to the budget.  Expenses are still being controlled to budgeted levels.  Budget numbers will be 
adjusted in the months following for the addition of our part-time administrative assistant.  We still 
have two months remaining of our Archdiocesan prepayment but are clearly positive without 
it.  Thank you for your continued support of our Operations.  Please contact George Psihountas, 
Treasurer, or Steve Sarantis, Assistant Treasurer, if you have any questions. 
 

  

     YTD 

Activity   YTD  Budget 

      

Total Op. Income  $91,722  $87,952 

      

Operating Expenses $83,697  $82,009 

      

YTD Net   $8,025   

Actual Net due to  
prepays $9,015 

  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%209.7
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Golfing Brings Joy to Our Community 
 

Coming together as a community to support our families and friends is indeed a worthy 
cause.  Blessed by perfect 
weather, the support of Father 
George, Presbytera Marinda, and 
so many of our parish family who 
volunteered and gave so much of 
their time and talents to help 
our success, the 1st Annual St. 
Christopher Golf Classic did not 
disappoint.  In addition to raising 
money for our building fund, we 
worked closely with our friends 
from The Bedford and Joseph 
Sams Schools to help raise 
money to support children in our 
community.  For this we are 
humbled and say, "Glory to God!" 
 
It was a beautiful day for 
golf.  With the help of 34 
corporate sponsors and 
supported by over 50 golfers, 
the day provided fun and 
enjoyment for all, topped off by 
the Grand Finale Helicopter Ball 
Drop to close the event.  On 
behalf of the Golf Committee, I 
want to thank everyone for their 
tireless support in bringing our 
first event to a successful 
conclusion. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Tom Farmakis 

 

 
 
Enjoying the playground 
after Religious 
Education and the 
Fanouropita Luncheon! 
Evie, Sophia, Nicholas, 
Alexander, Ana, and RJ, 
under the watchful eyes 
of Steven and Pete, with 
plenty of room for more. 
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842  
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842  
Tammy Soulakos, President (404) 625-4663 
Julie Skouteris, Vice President (770) 253-2722 
Jeanie McGee, Secretary (404) 405-5370    
George Psihountas, Treasurer (770) 298-4496  
Stephen Sarantis, Assistant Treasurer (770) 719-1133   
Stephen Butler (770) 461-1800 
Maria Cahill (770) 830-5527    
Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006  
Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887 
 
MINISTRY LEADERS:  
Altar Boys and Myrrh Bearers: Fr. George Tsahakis (770) 381-1842 
Building Committee Chairman: George Zavlanos (770) 253-6767  
Building Fundraising Committee: Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006   
Chantors: George Skouteris (770) 253-2722   
Choir: Jeanie Ellinas (678) 360-4559   
Church Maintenance/Facilities: Stephen Sarantis (770) 719-1133   
Church Supplies Ordering: Pat MacDougall (770) 486-0580  
Education, Culture, & Youth Diakonia Committee: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663  
Facebook: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877   
Finance Committee: Steve Wilson (770) 597-0263 
Greek Orthodox Youth of America (GOYA): Sheryl Vasiliadis (770) 252-7881 
Greet and Close Teams: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Hellenic Dance: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877  
Hellenic Language: (No teacher available at this time) 
H.O.P.E./J.O.Y.: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877 
         Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951 
Inventory and Assets: Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887 
Newsletter: Susan Kleto (678) 877-9115    
Outreach Committee: Jeanie McGee  (404) 405-5370 
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF): Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493  
Peachtree City GreekFest 2019: Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722 
         Julie Torres (678) 979-6449 
         Dina Tagalos Kearns (470) 277-2126 
         Anna Andreeva-Naydenova (770) 301-7675 
Personnel: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663   
Philoptochos: Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493  
Prosfora/Kolyva/Artoklasia: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842  
Publicity Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Real Estate Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Religious Education Program: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877 
St. Christopher Bookstore: Becky Butler (770) 461-1800 and  
         Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951 
St. Christopher Library: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842  
Stewardship Committee: Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722  



 Page 16 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 Ecclesiastical New Year 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:30 am Blessing of Five 
Loaves & September 
Commemorations 
10:45 am Luncheon in Honor 
of Becky & Stephen Butler’s 
50th Wedding Anniversary 

2 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

5 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oil and Wine 
Allowed 

7 
 
Sacrament of 
Marriage 
 
 
 
 
 

8 Nativity of the Theotokos & 
Sunday Before Holy Cross  
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
10:45 am Rel. Ed. Classes 
(for all ages) 
11:45 am Parish Council Mtg. 
1:30 pm St. Christopher 
Outreach Committee Mtg. 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10  
 
Metropolis 
of Atlanta 
Fall Clergy 
Retreat -  
DRC 

11 
 
Metropolis of 
Atlanta Fall 
Clergy Retreat 
-  
DRC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

12  
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
Metropolis of 
Atlanta Fall 
Clergy 
Retreat - 
DRC 
 
 
 
 
 

13  
 
Bring Fresh Basil to 
Church before 1:00 
pm for use in 
Procession of Cross 
on Saturday 
morning (7/14) 
 
Metropolis of 
Atlanta Fall Clergy 
Retreat -  
DRC 
Oil and Wine 
Allowed 

14 The Elevation of 
the Venerable and 
Life-Giving Cross 
 
7:45 am Orthros/
Procession of the 
Holy Cross 
9:15 am Divine 
Liturgy 
10:30 am PTC 
GreekFest Baking of 
Kourambiedes/
Koulourakia/
Melomakarona 
Strict Fast 

15 8th Sunday of St. Matthew 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
10:45 am Rel. Ed. Classes 
(for all ages) 
11:30 am Philoptochos 
General Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16  
5:00 pm 
Baklava 
Preparation 
for PTC 
GreekFest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18  
 
5:00 pm 
Dolmathes 
Preparation for 
PTC GreekFest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

19  
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 PTC GreekFest  
 
ALL DAY: 
9:00 am: 
Preparations,  
Set–up, Decorations 
(Watch and listen 
for preparation 
activities and 
announcements)  
 
YOUR HELP IS 
NEEDED!! 
 
6:00 pm Potato and 
Veggie Prep. For 
TourlouTourlou 
Oil and Wine 
Allowed 

21 PTC GreekFest 
 
ALL DAY:  
8:00 am Food 
Preparation, 
decorating the 
Hangar, preparing 
for our guests 
 
6:00—10:00 pm 
PTC GreekFest 
Dixie Wing 
Commemorative Air 
Force Hangar, 
Falcon Field 
 
6:00 pm Appetizers 
7:00 pm Dinner 

22 1st Sunday of St. Luke 
 
7:45 am Orthros  
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:30 am PTC GreekFest 
Clean Up at Airport Hanger 
 
 
 

23 
 
5:00 pm 
October 
Newsletter 
Article 
Deadline 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

25  
Fr. George will 
offer Orthros 
and Divine 
Liturgy at 
Archangel 
Michael Chapel, 
Metropolis of 
Atlanta 
8:00 am 
Orthros 
9:00 am Divine 
Liturgy 
Strict Fast 

26 Falling 
Asleep of St. 
John the 
Theologian 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 2nd Sunday of St. Luke 
 
7:45 am Orthros  
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Memorial Service - 
1 yr. for Irene Christodoulou 
and 6 mo. For Athanasios 
Christodoulou 
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
10:45 am Rel. Ed. Classes 
(for all ages) 
12:00 pm “Let’s Eat”, 
Broadway Diner, Fayetteville 

30  
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