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ON THIS DAY, THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF ST. LUKE, THE CHURCH 
COMMEMORATES Acepsimas the Bishop, Joseph the Presbyter, & 
Aeithalas the Deacon, Martyrs of Persia (+4th cent.); Dedication of the 
Temple of the Holy Great Martyr George in Lydda (+284-305); Holy 
Father and New Hieromartyr Gregory of Neapolis; Theodore the 
Confessor, Bishop of Ancyra; George of Neapolis the New Martyr 
(+1797); and Winifred of Treffynnon. Through their holy intercessions, O 
God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 

Welcome, Visitors and Newcomers, to our Parish! 
We invite you to enter your name, mail/email addresses in our Guest Register (near the 
entrance) if you are interested in joining and assisting with our mission’s development. 
We want to keep you informed of our schedule and location of services. You and your 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


family are welcome; we look forward to knowing you. We invite you and your family to 
join and assist us often! 
 
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good 
standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron 
("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Third Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.106-109): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be 
glad, for the Lord has shown the mighty power of His arm. He has trampled 
down death by death, becoming the firstborn of the dead. He has delivered us 
from the depths of hell and has granted to all the world His great mercy. 
 

3.  Hymn for Today’s Holy Martyrs – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily 
awarded by You * the crowns of incorruption, in that they contested for You 
our immortal God. * Since they possessed Your power, they defeated the 
tyrants, * dashing the demons' powerless displays of defiance. * O Christ 
God, at their fervent entreaties, save our souls. 
 

4.  Hymn for St. George – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: As the one renowned for setting captives 
free and for defending those in poverty, the physician of the sick and the 
champion of emperors, great and victorious Martyr George, intercede with 
Christ our God, beseeching Him to save our souls. 
 

5. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by 
your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

6. Kontakion – (Hymnal-pp.224-227): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: O unfailing protection of Christians, and our 
faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not ignore 



our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal 
to you in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy 
supplication, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor you. 
 
SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, 
but that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:19-31) 
“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After He said this, 
He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent Me, so I send you.’ When He had said this, He breathed on them and said 
to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ But Thomas 
(who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 
them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in His hands, and put my finger in the 
mark of the nails and my hand in His side, I will not believe.’ A week later His 
disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see My hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in My side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas 
answered Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed 
because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.’ Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in His name.” 

 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Gal. 1:11-19) 
For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was 
proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I did not receive it from a human 



source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently 
persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. I advanced in 
Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far more 
zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. But when God, who had set me apart 
before I was born and called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal His 
Son to me, so that I might proclaim Him among the Gentiles, I did not confer 
with any human being, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were already 
apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards I 
returned to Damascus. Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit 
Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days; but I did not see any other apostle 
except James the Lord's brother.   
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 16:19-31) 
Luke 16:19    “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every day.   20 And at his gate lay a poor man 
named Lazarus, covered with sores,   21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with 
what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his 
sores.   22 The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried.   23 In Hades, where he 
was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus 
by his side.   24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 
agony in these flames.’   25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during 
your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.   26 Besides all 
this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from 
there to us.’   27 He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s 
house —   28 for I have five brothers — that he may warn them, so that they 
will not also come into this place of torment.’   29 Abraham replied, ‘They 
have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’   30 He said, ‘No, 
father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’   
31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 



THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
“Refrain from anger and forsake wrath. Do not fret — it leads 
only to evil.”        (Psalm 37:8) 

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
   

On Saturday, November 9th, His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios will host the 

2019 Archangel Michael Feast and Honors Banquet at Annunciation 

Cathedral at 7:00 p.m. He will recognize two parishioners from each of our 

74 parishes in the Metropolis of Atlanta who are the living examples of the 

Orthodox Christian life and the journey of Theosis. This special annual event 

thanks all devoted stewards of faith, time, and talents, “who first give 

themselves to the Lord by the will of God.” 

If you wish to join us for the banquet, please telephone JoAnne Mertzanis, 

404/634-9345, x4 by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, November 4th. As Chair of the 

Event, Fr. George ensures our faithful will be seated next to each other, and 

we always have great fun and fellowship that evening. 

Likewise, next Sunday, November 10th, His Eminence will preside over the 

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at Annunciation Cathedral, 2500 Clairmont Road, 

NE, Atlanta, GA 30329. In respect for our Hierarch, Fr. George, the Cathedral 

Clergy, and Visiting Clergy will assist our Metropolitan. Fr. George invites our 

parish families to travel the extra distance to 1) offer respect to our Hierarch 

(like we did yesterday when we offered the Divine Liturgy in commemoration 



of our Archbishop’s Name Day), 2) honor all the Archangel Michael 

Honorees who will be in attendance, including our two parish honorees – 

Faye Georgeo and Dedee Panayis – whom we congratulate in advance, and 

3) share and witness the progress of our parish with Cathedral parishioners 

and the faithful from our 74 Metropolis parishes who will be in attendance. I 

thank our faithful for supporting the early Divine Liturgy yesterday, the 

Philoptochos Pastry Sale prep, the 313 Dividend Drive Open House with our 

neighboring businesses, and Georgia Tassopoulos’ funeral at the Cathedral. 

Her son, Tim, has been supporting our parish and its building fund even 

though he is not a parishioner here. My brothers and sisters in Christ, it is 

his example and the generosity of our non-parishioner friends and 

supporters that are enabling us to reach our fundraising goals. Thus, I hope 

you will reconsider “not coming” next Sunday to the Cathedral – when we 

get to give extra of ourselves. In so doing, God blesses us with more than we 

could ever expect. Indeed, it is opportunities like next Sunday at the 

Cathedral that we share our love and progress with others. When we do, we 

learn of opportunities we may offer to assist them. God’s giving is never 

one-way; like Him, may we mutually share with our fellow brethren and 

come to understand that when we do, we gain so much more from God and 

others. We lose nothing when we give a little of our time. In fact, that is 

what we have been doing for 16 years – thanks be to God and to you and all 

in our midst. With this sharing spirit, we honor God and His Holy Body. Amen! 



Congratulations to our 2019 Archangel Michael Parish Honorees! 
 

 



Today is “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”  
 
… the custom of offering the Five Loaves monthly 
reminds us of the generosity and multiplication of the 
gifts of fish and bread that our Lord multiplied and 
shared with all present. Through this Orthodox Service, 
we return thanksgiving to God for multiplying our own 
gifts and hence, the icon of this miracle has been 
selected as our logo for “Parish Thanksgiving 
Sunday”… the first Sunday of every month! 

 
 

On this one-year anniversary of our “Parish 
Thanksgiving Sundays,” Faye Georgeo made our five 
Artos (loaves of bread) for the Service of the Blessing 
of the Five Loaves in thanksgiving to God for His 
blessings of life, health, and countless gifts to each of 
us. Faye also spearheaded today’s “Lunch & Learn” 
luncheon that will be enjoyed by all. We thank Faye, those who brought 
food, and those who helped her set up and will clean up.  

Likewise, today we thank God and 
celebrate Name Days, Birthdays, 
Wedding Anniversaries, and other 
special occasions that occurred 
recently or during the month of 
November. The Artos (blessed sweet 
bread) will be distributed to everyone 
during our luncheon. Join us! 
Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating their special events today and thanks to all who offered our 
parish their gifts for God to use and multiply.  



 “World Watch List of 2019” 
 

This week we continue reviewing the 50 countries where it’s most dangerous to follow Jesus. May 
we offer prayers in support of their efforts and pray for God’s peace and good will to prevail! 

 



The Consecration of the Temple of the Holy Great Martyr George in Lydda 
(continued from back cover of bulletin) 

 

The next day the Martyr was again brought for trial, and after not being persuaded to sacrifice to 
Apollo, through his prayers he destroyed the idols within the temple, and then he was beheaded by 
the sword. The servant of the Saint then took his most honorable relic, together with his will, and 
went to Palestine, where he reverently and honorable buried his sacred body, along with other 
Christians. Thus, he was satisfied with having completed everything he was ordered to do by the 
Saint. 
 

Not much time passed, and piety shined forth, and the renowned Constantine the Great, the 
emperor and equal to the apostles, reigned. Then the pious who loved the Holy Martyr George 
took the opportunity to build a most-graceful and most-beautiful Temple for him in Lydda, and 
they translated from an unknown place, where the much-contested body of the Martyr was to be 
found previously, worthy of much light, and they treasured it in this newly built Temple. And with 
the placement of this relic the consecration of the Temple took place, on this the third day of the 
month of November. The relic of the Saint then gushed forth an ever-flowing spring of miracles, for 
those who approached him with faith.* Thus God glorifies those who glorify Him. From that time 
the holy Church of Christ annually celebrates on this day, the translation of the relic of Saint 
George, to the glory and praise of Christ our true God, as well as His Great Martyr George.** 
 
Notes: 
 

* A church built in Lydda during the reign of Emperor Constantine I (reigned 306–337), was 
consecrated to “a man of the highest distinction”, according to the Ecclesiastical History of 
Eusebius of Caesarea; the name of the patron was not disclosed, but later he was asserted to have 
been George the Great Martyr, who is annually celebrated on April 23rd. This consecration 
occurred on November 3rd. By the time of the Muslim conquest in the seventh century, a basilica 
dedicated to the Saint in Lydda (called Lod) was in existence. Remains of this church can be seen in 
sections of the adjacent mosque. The church was destroyed in 1010 but was later rebuilt and 
dedicated to Saint George by the Crusaders. In 1191 and during the conflict known as the Third 
Crusade (1189–1192), the church was again destroyed by the forces of Saladin, Sultan of the 
Ayyubid dynasty (reigned 1171–1193). In 1268 the Mamelukes built a mosque on the ruins of the 
church; it was named El-Omari, as other mosques that were built on top of ruined churches. 
Toward the end of the nineteenth century, the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem received 
permission from the Ottoman authorities to build a church on the site of the previous basilica. The 
Ottoman authorities stipulated, that part of the plot be made available for a mosque. The 
reconstruction of the church started in 1870 and was completed by 1893. It was built over the ruins 
of the Crusader church from 1191. On its south side is the Great mosque (El-Khidr). The current 
Church of Saint George incorporates only the northeast corner of the older basilica. The prayer hall 
of the adjacent mosque contains a column that once stood in the nave of the basilica. The church 
contains the sarcophagus of Saint George. 
 

** This sacred relic also exudes a beautiful fragrance and healing myrrh till this day.  



 

 



On this the 779th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank 
each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a 
handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings 
others into His service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area 
for the glory of God!  
 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for updates 
and photos. 

 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

 

Sunday, November 3 (5th Sunday of St. Luke & Parish Thanksgiving Sunday – Daylight 
   Savings Time ended at 2:00 am this morning): 
      7:45 am   Orthros Service 
      9:00 am   Divine Liturgy, Blessing of Five Loaves (Artoklasia) & November  

Commemorations, followed by Lunch & Learn Sunday  
       11:00 am     Lunch & Learn Sunday (thanks to Faye Georgeo and all who brought  

      Food to offer for today’s luncheon – our youth and their parents will go 
      first since they will eat in the kitchen before classes begin) 

        11:15 am   Religious Education Classes (for all ages) 
        12:00 pm   Parish Council Meeting & Philoptochos Baklava Prep 

       1:45 pm   St. Christopher Outreach Ministry Meeting 
 

 

NEXT SUNDAY… 
 

Join us next Sunday, November 10th at Annunciation Cathedral in Atlanta 
to honor our Metropolis Archangel Michael Honorees (including our two 
parish Honorees – Faye Georgeo and Dedee Panayis). His Eminence 
Metropolitan Alexios will preside at the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, 
assisted by Fr. George and Cathedral and Visiting Clergy beginning at 9:30 
a.m. at 2500 Clairmont Road, NE, Atlanta, GA 30329. 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement 
are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
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