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Growing up as a child, my parents did not sanction their children’s complete submission 
to television. Instead, their approach taught me to ask them to “Tell my brothers and 
me a story.” In turn, they taught us about our family, the Bible, and our faith. Their 
children’s stories instilled cherished memories. Sometimes, they invented their own 
stories; looking back, their efforts helped us expand our personal outlook on the world 
at large. Their perspective enriched my view of life. 

 
Toward that aim, I am using a series of photos to remind us of the power we possess 
to inspire others. Consider the parking 
deck in the first photo… it is a place where 
I can leave my car parked while I board a 
plane to reach my destination.  
In like manner, I can park my other tasks 
long enough to engage you with this story. 
 
Like the high cost of the airport’s short-
term parking, metaphorically “leaving my 
car there to offer you a story” requires me 
to limit other pressing needs and delay 
them; I will need to re-prioritize my time 
to ensure completion later. Likewise, it will 
cost you, since you must give up time from your leisure, your family, or your hobby to 
read my story. This “cost” may be considered too expensive or perhaps of no value. 
The choice is yours; but like I discovered as a child, learning new stories brings me 
knowledge and helps me comprehend new ideas and pursuits. 
 
What story could I choose to share? This photo from the Atlanta airport reveals a 

Do You Have Time for a Story? 
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magnificent background – covered outdoor roofing providing shelter over the many 
drivers hurrying to bring their family and friends to their drop-off points. 

 
 The photo reveals many possibilities… the heavy  
  stress on drivers and airport personnel, the    
  congestion from continuous passenger drop-offs, 
  the need to ensure luggage is not lost, policemen 
  enforcing strict airport safety controls, and 
  buses, vans, and cars competing for limited  
 traffic lanes. Isn’t this like our life – whether we 
  as individuals, families, company workers, or 
  parish families – we are barraged daily with 

competing and stress-laden priorities… we have limited time and limited space and 
resources for everyone to accomplish all of them. 
 
Fortunately for me, upon arriving early at the airport, I made a conscious decision to 
relax and savor the present moment of not only arriving unexpectedly early, but also 
easily parking my car and without any delay going through airport screening and 
security. With almost 90 minutes at hand, I considered for a moment the possibility of 
asking to depart on an earlier flight; when I saw the long line for help from ticket 
agents, I lost interest and treated myself to brunch. After all, I, like you, control my 
time and priorities. Knowing I was embarking on a trip, I wanted to be nourished. As it 
turned out, I chose wisely… the weather during my flight was so turbulent no drinks or 
snacks could be served. 
 
Again, choosing brunch was a winning strategy. Not having eaten breakfast and almost 
choosing to miss lunch by departing early, I instead nourished my body and realized I 
gained peace of mind from the experience. How so? I credit my server who went 
beyond normal expectations to deliver my order quickly and in a positive and 
enthusiastic manner. I appreciated her helpfulness and 
desire to satisfy her customer’s dining experience. In 
this unfolding story, her zeal in offering her best to 
her customers stood out; I was reminded of St. Paul’s 
witness that “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-26) My server 
was telling me a story of who she was and what her 
priorities were. “Actions speak louder than words!” 
 
Following lunch, I passed an empty waiting area 
overlooking planes on the tarmac. It gave me pause to 
wonder how long before it would be overflowing with 
anxious passengers wondering if their planes would 
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depart on time; perhaps a few passengers hoped for the flight to not depart on time 
to ensure a successful transfer from a late arriving connection flight. 
 
Nearby, this empty hallway stood out to me because I rarely ever see any empty  

  spaces in the Atlanta airport during daytime hours. 
  Taking it in, I noticed the superbly cleaned appearance 
  of the shining floors, the beauty of the interior 
  decorations, and the appealing architectural features. 
  There is an overhead camera visible monitoring the 
  area. For a moment, I smiled inwardly. It reminded me 
  how our Almighty God always is aware of us; we are in 
  His abiding love. He loves us unconditionally and offers 
  His providential care even when we are not consciously 
  aware of His presence. 
 
  All of a sudden, the peace and solitude of this tranquil 
  scene changed. Just look at the stories being told in 
  the faces of my fellow passengers five minutes before 
  boarding. Passengers were making frantic calls to 
  check on future flights; lines were forming to ensure 
  early boarding to claim adequate overhead luggage 
  space. Most sadly for me, I looked and could not find 
  any connection between so many persons in such a 
  small space. I felt a lack of awareness of the presence 

of others even though we were 
packed in a small space. I longed for 
the possibility of spending a few 
moments exchanging stories with a 
new acquaintance… both to 
acknowledge the existence of “the 
other” and hopefully gain benefit 
from their experience. 
 
The month of November offers us 
the annual American holiday of 
“Thanksgiving”. Instead of waiting 
until Thursday, November 28th to 
share the blessings we are most 
thankful for, why not spend a few 
moments every day listening to the 
stories of those in our midst… what 
are their blessings, how did they overcome obstacles, and what counsel could they 
offer that would inspire and lead us to seek out and find the potential God has blessed 
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each of us with? I close with the words spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Then Jesus answered them, ‘My teaching is not Mine but His Who sent Me. Anyone 
who resolves to do the will of God will know whether the teaching is from God or 
whether I am speaking on My own. Those who speak on their own seek their own glory; 
but the One Who seeks the glory of Him Who sent Him is true, and there is nothing 
false in Him.” (John 7:17-18) In response, may the stories we share bring glory and 
honor to our Heavenly Father always. Amen. 
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Very Rev. Fr. George J. Tsahakis   
Chancellor, Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta   
Pastor, St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Visit the St. Christopher’s Online Parish Calendar at  
www.saintchristopherhoc.org/Calendar.php  

for up-to-the-minute details about upcoming events and services! 
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Please share this form or our website link with your family and friends who 

might want some delicious goodies and to support our Philoptochos! 
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Schedule for Greet and Close Teams – 

November 
 
Dear Parishioners: 
 
As you will note, there are plenty of opportunities for you to step forward 
and assist the Greet and Close Committee of St. Christopher this 
November. For just a small gift of your time, you will be providing an 
invaluable service to our parish! We welcome newcomers! 
 
Won’t you take a moment to sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090e4eafae2ca3fe3-volunteer ? 
  
 
*  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To volunteer or if you are unable to fill your position, please contact another member of the 
team to arrange a swap and enter the change into https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090e4eafae2ca3fe3-volunteer 
 
For assistance, email Cynthia.cromartie@harrynorman.com or call Cynthia at  
(678) 570-5083!  Thank you in advance for helping this worthwhile ministry. 

 

Faithfully Yours,  

 

Cynthia Cromartie 

Date Volunteers 

11/3 

Greeter: Please Volunteer* 

Volunteer 2: Please Volunteer* 

Volunteer 3: Jeanie McGee 

11/10 

Greeter: Please Volunteer* 

Volunteer 2: Please Volunteer* 

Volunteer 3: Please Volunteer* 

11/17 

Greeter: Please Volunteer* 

Volunteer 2: Please Volunteer* 

Volunteer 3: Jeanie McGee 

  

11/24 

  

Greeter: Please Volunteer* 

Volunteer 2: Claudia Sliwinski 
Volunteer 3: Please Volunteer* 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eafae2ca3fe3-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eafae2ca3fe3-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eafae2ca3fe3-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eafae2ca3fe3-volunteer
mailto:Cynthia.cromartie@harrynorman.com


  Page 7 

    Hands of Love: November 

All Sundays in November:  Ecumenical Patriarchate Charities 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hands of Love, a ministry of our Philoptochos Society, will be accepting monetary donations to 

support the Charities of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

 

The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople (modern day Istanbul, Turkey) is the seat of 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, primus inter pares or “first among equals” with other leaders of 

the various Orthodox Churches.   As the 270th Bishop of one of the Five Apostolic Sees of the Pentarchy, 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is considered a successor of Andrew The Apostle.  
 

His All Holiness is the direct administrative superior of dioceses and archdioceses serving believers in 

modern day Turkey, South and North America, West Europe, Australia, and New Zealand, as well as Mount 

Athos. Some of the issues recently addressed by the Patriarchate were the existence of Modern Slavery in the 

Americas, and the long-term impact of Global Wildfires. 

 

For more information about the Ecumenical Patriarchate please visit: www.patriarchate.org  
 

Anna Andreeva-Naydenova 

“Hands of Love” Philoptochos Ministry Chair 

“For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore, I command you to 
do this word which says, You shall surely  open  your hands to your broth-

er,  to your poor and  needy in your land.“  (Deut. 15:11) 
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The following families are scheduled to prepare Prosfora this month:  

 
PROSFORA BAKERS: PLEASE BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS! To aid Fr. George in his 
preparations, please have your Prosfora offering to the church NO LATER THAN 7:15 am for 
morning Liturgies and 4:00 pm for evening Liturgies. Presbytera Marinda appreciates everyone’s help 
and if needs arise, please contact her at mtsahakis@comcast.net or (770) 381-1842. 

Saturday, Nov. 2 (due Sat., Nov. 2 by 7:15 am) Fr. George Tsahakis 

Sunday, Nov. 3 (due Sun., Nov. 3 by 7:15 am) Dedee Panayis/Milena Taylor 

Sunday, Nov. 17 (due Sun., Nov. 17 by 7:15 am) Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis/Becky Butler 

Wednesday, Nov. 20 (due Wed., Nov. 20 by 4:00 pm) Pat MacDougall & Stella Christodoulopoulos 

Sunday, Nov. 24 (due Sun., Nov. 24 by 7:15 am) Helen Psihountas & Julie Skouteris 

Monday, Nov. 25 (due Mon., Nov. 25 by 4:00 pm) Costas & Tammy Soulakos/Lydia McGee 

Saturday, Nov. 30 (due Sat., Nov. 30 by 7:15 am) Georgia Lungaro/Claudia Sliwinski 

November Prosfora Baking Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 

“Go into the world and proclaim the Good News to the whole creation.” (Mark 16:15) 
 

Important Dates to Remember: Fall Pastry Sale   
 

Baklava  Saturday, Nov. 2nd - 9:00 am   Melomakarona   Saturday, Nov. 16th - 9:00 am
     Sunday, Nov. 3rd - 12:00 pm     and            Sunday, Nov. 17th - 11:30 am 
                  (if needed)    Kourambiedes  Monday, Nov. 18th - 10:00 am 
             (if needed) 
   Boxing of Pastries: Monday, November 18th - 5:00 pm 
                                                       Tuesday, November 19th - 5:00 pm 
       (if needed) 

 
Pickup Dates: Friday, November 22nd - 3:00 - 6:00 pm  

Saturday, November 23rd - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Look for your Pastry order form (p. 5) 

 
Calendar of Meetings: 
November 17 General Meeting  December 15 Board Meeting 
January 19 General Meeting  February 16 Board Meeting 
March 15 General Meeting  April 19 Board Meeting 
May 17 General Meeting   June 21 Board Meeting 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 

Helen Psihountas, Philoptochos President 

 Philoptochos News and Updates  

mailto:mtsahakis@comcast.net
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Most of us are extremely fortunate to feel safe and loved 
in our own homes.  Unfortunately, this is not true for many 
women and children in our area.  Promise Place is a source 
of refuge for women and children in Fayette County 
seeking protection from Domestic Violence.  On December 
15th, Fr. George will bless our next gift of prayer shawls. 
Through our shawls, we will get the opportunity to share 
our thankfulness to God for the blessings he has given us 
and our Christian strength with the women who are seeking 
protection and assistance from Promise Place.  We hope 
our shawls will help give these women the strength to make 
important changes in their lives.  
 
Rectangular shawls should be 24”- 30” wide 
and 68”- 72” long with fringe or some other 
decorative finish at each end.  Triangular 
shawls should be 60”- 72” across the longest 
side, 24”- 30” to the point with fringe along 
the two short sides or some other 
decorative finish all around. Please make 
sure your shawl is completed with no loose ends and the 
sew-in label attached. Shawls made of soft, cuddly yarns 
in comforting or bight colors will help make the 
recipients feel very special. 
 
Please contact Susan Kleto at (678) 877-9115 or 
sbkleto@gmail.com to either become a participant in this 
ministry, to receive yarn, to receive sew-in labels, to 
receive a Prayer Guide, or if you have any questions or 
suggestions for improving this ministry. 

Another Way to Share Thankfulness     Car Seat “Recycling” 

Opportunity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ever wondered what to do with your 
child’s (or grandchild’s) outgrown car 
seat?  If it has not expired, yes they 
come with expiration dates now, 
organizations like Promise Place can 
use them.  Promise Place tries to 
keep some on hand to aid in 
transporting children and mothers 
during crisis intervention  and also to 
provide when families are moving out 
of the group home.  Please let Susan 
Kleto know if you have a clean car 
seat you would like to donate.  It 
could be brought to church 
December 15th when we will be giving 
blessed Prayer Shawls to Promise 
Place.  

Parish Financial Update 

 
With 75% of the year behind us, we are pleased to report that YTD Stewardship is at 75.98%. 
While .98%(1%) may sound like a very modest increase amount, this is very encouraging as we are 
usually still catching up from the summer travel season at the end of the 3rd Quarter. Stewardship 
giving typically increases in the 4th Quarter as parishioners catch up on their pledges and share 
seasonal blessings with the Church. 
 
Expenses at the end of the 3rd Quarter are at 87.98%. This includes a few budget items that are 
paid for the year or paid at a higher percentage than 75% that will provide an offset by yearend 
bringing us to within our 10% budgetary threshold. We did also incur additional maintenance and 
office expenses this year, as well as hiring our part-time office administrator. 
 
Thank you for your continued stewardship and support. 
 
Steve Sarantis 
Assistant Treasure 

mailto:sbkleto@gmail.com
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842  
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842  
Tammy Soulakos, President (404) 625-4663 
Julie Skouteris, Vice President (770) 253-2722 
Jeanie McGee, Secretary (404) 405-5370    
George Psihountas, Treasurer (770) 298-4496  
Stephen Sarantis, Assistant Treasurer (770) 719-1133   
Stephen Butler (770) 461-1800 
Maria Cahill (770) 830-5527 
Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006  
Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887 
 
MINISTRY LEADERS:  
Altar Boys and Myrrh Bearers: Fr. George Tsahakis (770) 381-1842 
Building Committee Chairman: George Zavlanos (770) 253-6767  
Building Fundraising Committee: Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006   
Chantors: George Skouteris (770) 253-2722   
Choir: Jeanie Ellinas (678) 360-4559   
Church Maintenance/Facilities: Stephen Sarantis (770) 719-1133   
Church Supplies Ordering:  
Education, Culture, & Youth Diakonia Committee: Maria Cahill (770) 830-5527 
Facebook: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877   
Finance Committee: Steve Wilson (770) 597-0263 
Greek Orthodox Youth of America (GOYA): Sheryl Vasiliadis (770) 252-7881 
Greet and Close Teams: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Hellenic Dance: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877  
Hellenic Language: (No teacher available at this time) 
H.O.P.E./J.O.Y.: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877 
         Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951 
Inventory and Assets: Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887 
Newsletter: Susan Kleto (678) 877-9115    
Outreach Committee: Jeanie McGee  (404) 405-5370 
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF): Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663  
Peachtree City GreekFest 2019: Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722 
         Julie Torres (678) 979-6449 
         Dina Tagalos Kearns (470) 277-2126 
         Anna Andreeva-Naydenova (770) 301-7675 
Personnel: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663   
Philoptochos: Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493  
Prosfora/Kolyva/Artoklasia: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842  
Publicity Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Real Estate Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Religious Education Program: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877 
St. Christopher Bookstore: Becky Butler (770) 461-1800 and  
         Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951 
St. Christopher Library: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842  
Stewardship Committee: Jeanie McGee (404) 405-5370    
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wine and Oil 
Allowed 

2 Feast of St. 
Elpidophoris & 
Companion 
Martyrs 
7:45 am Divine 
Liturgy 
9:00 am Fall 
Pastry Sale 
Baklava Prep 
and Baking 
Turn Clocks 
BACK at 
bedtime 

3 5th Sunday of St. Luke 
2:00 am Daylight Savings 
Time Ends, 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Blessing of Five 
Loaves and November 
Commemorations 
11:00 am “Lunch and Learn 
Sunday” 
11:15 am Rel. Ed. Classes  
12:00 pm Parish Council Mtg. 
12:00 pm Fall Pastry Sale 
Baklava Prep and Baking (if 
needed) 
1:45 pm St. Christopher 
Outreach Committee Mtg. 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5  
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

7  
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wine and Oil 
Allowed 

9  
 
7:00 pm 
Archangel 
Michael 
Feast and 
Honors 
Banquet at 
Annunciation 
Cathedral, 
Atlanta 
 
 
 

10 8th Sunday of St. Luke 
 
No Services in PTC 
 
Archangel Michael Feast and 
Honors Weekend at 
Annunciation Cathedral, 
Atlanta 
 
8:00 am Orthros 
9:30 am Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wine/Oil 
Allowed 

14  
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15  
5:00 pm Orders 
for Fall Pastry 
Sale Due TODAY 
Nativity Fast 
Begins (11/15 - 
12/24) 
Divine Liturgy at 
Archangel Michael 
Chapel, Metropolis 
of Atlanta 
9:00 am Divine 
Liturgy 
Strict Fast 

16  
9:00 am Prep 
and Baking of 
Kourambiedes/
Melomakarona 
for Fall Pastry 
Sale 
5:00 pm 
November 
Newsletter 
Article 
Deadline 
Fish/Wine/Oil 
Allowed 

17 9th Sunday of St. Luke 
 
7:45 am Orthros  
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
10:45 am Rel. Ed. Classes  
11:30 am Philoptochos 
General Mtg./Prep and Baking 
of Kourambiedes/
Melomakarona  
 
 
Fish/Wine/Oil Allowed 

18  
10:00 am Prep 
and Baking of 
Kourambiedes/
Melomakarona 
for Fall Pastry 
Sale (if needed) 
5:00 pm Boxing 
of Baked Goods 
for Fall Pastry 
Sale 
Fish/Wine/Oil 
Allowed 

19 
5:00 pm 
Boxing of 
Baked Goods 
for Fall 
Pastry Sale 
(if needed) 
 
 
 
 
Fish/Wine/
Oil Allowed 

20 Eve of Feast 
of the Entrance 
of the 
Theotokos 
5:00 pm Great 
Vespers 
5:45 pm Divine 
Liturgy 
7:00 pm 
Community 
Dinner (fasting 
foods) 
Strict Fast 

21 Feast of 
the Entrance 
of the 
Theotokos 
(celebrated on 
the Eve of 
the Feast, 
11/20) 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
Fish/Wine/Oil 
Allowed 

22 
Divine Liturgy at 
Archangel Michael 
Chapel, Metropolis 
of Atlanta 
9:00 am Divine 
Liturgy 
 
3:00 - 6:00 pm 
Fall Pastry Sale 
Order Pick-Up at 
Church 
Strict Fast 

23  
 
9:00 am - 
12:00 pm Fall 
Pastry Sale 
Order Pick-Up 
at Church 
 
 
 
 
Fish/Wine/Oil 
Allowed 

24 13th Sunday of St. Luke 
 
7:45 am Orthros  
9:00 am Divine Liturgy/1 yr. 
Memorial for George 
Koutsounadis 
10:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
10:45 am General Parish 
Assembly 
12:45 pm Board of Elections 
Meeting (attendance required) 
1:15 pm “Let’s Eat”, 
Broadway Diner, Fayetteville 
Fish/Wine/Oil Allowed 

25 Feast of St. 
Catherine the 
Great Martyr 
of Alexandria 
5:00 pm Great 
Vespers 
5:45 pm Divine 
Liturgy 
7:00 pm 
Community 
Dinner (fasting 
foods)  
Fish/Wine/Oil 
Allowed 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fish/Wine/
Oil Allowed 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

28 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
 
Divine Liturgy 
at Archangel 
Michael 
Chapel, 
Metropolis of 
Atlanta 
9:00 am 
Divine Liturgy 
 
 

29 
Divine Liturgy at 
Archangel Michael 
Chapel, Metropolis 
of Atlanta 
9:00 am Divine 
Liturgy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

30 Feast of 
St. Andrew, 
the First Called 
 
7:45 am 
Orthros  
9:00 am Divine 
Liturgy 
 
 
 
 
Fish/Wine/Oil 
Allowed 
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