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[Fr. George thanks Presbytera Marinda, Tammy Soulakos, Helen Psihountas, and Gail Ericsson for 
participating in the 2018 Clergy Laity Congress in Boston in July. Together, we were in awe of His 
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios’ keynote address. It highlighted “challenges” the Orthodox Church 
is confronting. In response, I share an excerpt from His Eminence’s remarks to enable us to identify 
and respond to the challenges we face in our parish, in our families, and in the world at large. We 
pray for “many years” to our beloved Hierarch!]  
 

 
 
“Challenges are not unknown to our Orthodox Christian Church.  Please remember what happened to 
the Early Church at its very beginning.  The first Christians in the Apostolic times were a minority of 
a minority in their era and world; only the 12 Apostles with a small number of people.  They did not 
have any types of schools or seminaries as it so happened with its contemporary Judaism.  They did  

A Message from the 2018 Clergy Laity 

Congress in Boston 



 

not have strong financial resources.  They faced, almost immediately, persecution.  For the first 
three centuries, the early Christians were confronted not only by the reality of persecution, but also 
with the challenge of overcoming their need for survival and making Christianity a universal religion 
destined to embrace the whole of humanity.   
 
As we know, what followed after the first three centuries, and the possibility given to Christians to 
freely practice their faith, was an exponential expansion of the Christian Church all over the 
world.  But here again, in spite of astonishing progress, the Church faced serious challenges; heresies 
and schisms.  The Ecumenical Councils and the local synods, as well as the unique wealth of the 
writings of the great Church Fathers and theologians are eloquent witnesses of the magnitude and 
the seriousness of the challenges.  Needless to say that persecutions of the Christians continued to 
occur frequently throughout history reaching the truly unbelievable number of 30 million martyrs 
only during the 20th century.    
 
Since we are an integral part of the Orthodox Church, we are now facing our own portions of 
challenges.  
 
Challenge 1: The non-stopping change in everything.  It is well known that changes happened 
throughout history.   In today’s era, however, changes do not occur every century or every year, or 
even every month.   They occur every hour.   Communications, a basic function of human life, have 
become a matter of electronic media, texting has replaced fully articulated dialogue, knowledge and 
information has become an issue of googling, Twitter and Facebook.   The degree of irresponsible, 
distorted and falsified usage of language and communication has reached such a point of radical 
change and disconnection from the truth that sociologists and historians say that we have entered in 
a new era, the post-truth era.   Basic institutions like family have been radically altered.  A recent 
statistic, for instance, states that today we have in the United States 21 million children of only one 
parent. Even shopping is going through a complete transformation dominated by Amazon and online 
activities.    Lifestyles are more and more determined by the lifestyles of various celebrities, 
regardless of norms of elementary ethics.  This whole situation creates a sense of instability and of 
inability to plan and program things since often times before putting a plan into action the conditions 
related to it have already changed.   
 
Challenge 2: Economic pressure and poverty.  Economic pressure and poverty are universal phenomena 
with serious consequences not unknown to us.  For instance, the need for adequate income causes 
people to work in two professions, in essence pushing family life to a marginal status.   We have the 
sad experience of many family problems being caused by financial pressures.  On the other hand, we 
face phenomena like human trafficking or slavery involving 35 million women and children who are 
objects of financial labor and pleasure exploitations due to extraordinary conditions of poverty.    
Certainly, poverty, along with its accompanying consequences, one of them being violence, cannot be 
ignored by us.  And of course, the economic factor has been central as a challenge to our 
Archdiocese, as we are confronted by the complicated economic difficulties that we experienced in 
the last year.   
 
Challenge 3: Disconnecting from the Church. It has been noticed that in America, but much more so 
in Europe, the major Christian denominations are losing people.  Roman Catholic and Protestant 
communities, with a few exceptions, see their membership diminishing.  People are not becoming 
atheist or agnostic, but rather they simply do not want to be connected any longer to any organized 
religious body.  We also, as Orthodox Church, are affected by this phenomenon to a certain 
degree.  There are parishes in our Orthodox Church in which this disconnecting attitude occurs.  In 
our case, this happens particularly with a number of mixed marriages and among the young adults.   
People disconnecting from the Church is an alarming challenge not to be overlooked.  Added to some 
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changing demographic conditions, this disconnecting attitude might lead small parishes to extinction.   
 
Challenge 4: Attacks against the Christian Faith.  The attacks, frequently violent, against the 
Christian Faith and the proliferation of many religions like Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and other 
religio-cultural variations are a major challenge.  Atheism today is not what it used to be 30 or 40 
years ago.  On the other hand, religions other than Christian are becoming more militant and 
aggressive, not passive and neutral as in the past.  Young people of our Faith frequently tell us that 
in their colleges and universities there are classes and courses in which the presentation and 
promotion of anti-Christian ideas is a common practice, parallel to the proliferation of ideologies 
hostile to Christianity and to religions replacing Christianity.  Not to speak about what is happening 
in the press, with social media, television, and with movies and shows in terms of presenting 
inaccurate views and distorted information about articles of faith, and which even deal with 
Christianity in  sarcastic, humiliating, and ridiculing ways and language.   
 
In order to successfully confront the aforementioned challenges, we have to undertake a number of 
important tasks.  First, we have to become fully aware of where we are and what we are.  What our 
parishes are today are not the same as when they were initially founded by first generation 
immigrants who came mostly from villages and towns, having a homogenous population with an 
Orthodox and Hellenic identity.  The churches that our pioneer ancestors created here were 
originally something similar to what they had left in their place of origin, namely, Orthodox 
ecclesiastical institutions serving their practical needs, i.e. liturgies, baptisms, weddings, funerals, 
memorials, etc.  In addition, their parishes were places of tremendous social and psychological 
support and strength in an effort for survival in a new land of which most of them did not even know 
the language.   
 
Now we are in the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and even 6th generation.  The current conditions need parishes which 
are not self-limited closed entities serving elementary religious needs and merely supporting 
survival.  Thanks to the grace of God and to the hard work of our pioneer ancestors, we are now 
beyond the language of survival.  The conditions now require a form of a parish whose members, a) 
have a strong consciousness of an Orthodox identity and ethos, which make them different from our 
fellow Americans with whom, however, they fully share the big benefits and advantages of being 
citizens of this blessed country, and b) have an awareness that they have been called to an 
apostolic  mission of sharing the truth, the light, the joy, and the peace of the Gospel with the  
non-Orthodox people,  with whom they live in the same location or elsewhere.  Such a strong 
consciousness of Orthodox Christian identity and full awareness of apostolic mission require proper 
cultivation, education, and methodical training.   
 
Facing these grave situations and responsibilities, we urgently need the development of programs: 
 
a)  First, there is a need to develop programs for an adequate and attractive adult education related 
to the Orthodox Christian Faith.    How many of our parishes have established such programs?  The 
great Apostle Paul writing to the Philippians at the end of his life,  declared that now his urgent 
purpose was to learn Christ, and the power of His resurrection, and to share in His Passion (cf. Phil. 
3:10), clearly indicating that there is no ending in learning the inexhaustible wealth of faith in 
Christ.  Learning Orthodoxy is a matter of a continuous never ending education.  This is what the 
great Fathers of the Church did for the faithful of their time on a continuous, non-interrupted daily 
basis. 
 
b)  Next to developing programs for an Orthodox adult education, there is a greater need to 
seriously review what we do in introducing our children and young people to Orthodoxy as a Faith, as 
a lifestyle and as a superb cultural gift.   
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Children’s introduction to Orthodox Christianity is a big priority for us.  Properly developed and 
applied relevant programs, not only cover a vital need, they are also a strong antidote to some of the 
challenges which we mentioned before.  Needless to say, that what frequently happens in our 
parishes, namely, to offer the session of the introduction to Faith at a time parallel to the Divine 
Liturgy, needs thorough revision.   Such a practice deprives the children from attending the Divine 
Liturgy and creates a childless liturgical congregation which is not good.   
 
It is obvious that in our Church in America the activities and programs related to Orthodox religious 
education need review, strengthening and enhancing.   When, following objective statistics, 45% of 
the members of our Greek Orthodox population have at least one University or College degree, which 
means that they are advanced in education and knowledge, we cannot have limited knowledge of our 
Faith, or even sometimes exhibit an Orthodox illiteracy.  When the parents are deficient in terms of 
Orthodox knowledge, what then will happen to their children?  The necessity of dealing 
systematically and intensely with issues of proper Orthodox training and education for adults and 
for children constitute an urgent priority.  In this case today, we are in an advantageous position 
because plenty of Orthodox Educational material and relevant resources are available.  The question 
is if and how we use them.    
 
An equally urgent priority is the issue of dealing with the challenge of people disconnecting 
themselves from the Church and gradually distancing or even cutting themselves off.  The number of 
these people in our case might be relatively small compared to major Christian denominations here 
and in Europe.  The phenomenon, however, cannot be ignored, and the fundamental questions cannot 
be avoided, namely, what is the cause of distancing and disconnection?   A central answer may be the 
dissatisfaction with the function and activities of a parish, or that the parish has nothing else to 
offer in terms of participatory engagement except the Sunday liturgy.   Thus, here the question 
arises:  What can be done in order to improve the life and activities of a parish?   
 
There are parishes in which we notice an ongoing task to have as many parishioners as possible 
involved in various activities or special projects.   In my numerous visits throughout the country, I 
have encountered parishes which have developed various activities for the parishioners, especially 
for young adults.   There must be a way for the proliferation of all relevant information.   In this 
case, philanthropic tasks on a wide spectrum, special cultural events and athletic opportunities for 
the young, in addition to the annual festival, could also become instrumental in keeping the people 
connected to the Church.  The care for involving members of mixed marriages is another opportunity 
with great potential, especially since disconnection occurs frequently with mixed marriage families.   
 
There is an open field inviting all of us to work together in order to confront all challenges and to 
respond to the call of the Lord Who says to us: “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.”  
(John 20:21) This sacred task is certainly exciting but not easy.   Even our present financial and 
administrative difficulties play a very challenging role.  An equally very challenging role in our sacred 
task is the necessity to continue immediately the building of St. Nicholas.   But we are not an 
organization, a club, a corporation, or even a fraternity.  We are the people of God, we are His 
Church, we are the believers in Christ.  Our theme for this 44th Clergy-Laity Congress is, “All things 
are possible to the one who believes in Christ.” (Mark 9:23) All things are possible to us who believe 
in Christ including any challenge, including any social, cultural, psychological, or financial problems or 
even provocations coming from the contemporary world.  This remains true for us presuming that we  
are following the line of action of our God and Lord Jesus Christ, Who started and continued to the  
end His saving ministry by proclaiming the Gospel, by teaching and by healing (Matt. 4:23).    
Proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the truth revealed by Christ and healing the suffering is our 
mission and our strategic plan for the present, the future and forever.   
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Thus, facing reality, we certainly are in a position to say along with St. Paul, “I know how to be abased 
and I know how to abound, in any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 
hunger, abundance and want.   I can do all things in Christ and with Christ Who strengthens 
me.” (Philip. 4:12-13) 
 

Truly, “All things are possible to the one who believes in Christ”. (Mark 9:23) ” 

 Very Rev. Fr. George J. Tsahakis   
Chancellor, Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta  Pastor, St. 
Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church 

 
Save the Date – Saturday, September 29, 2018 

 

Our parish family has the opportunity to join parishioners from throughout the 

Metropolis of Atlanta for a unique and blessed event – the reception of the 

miraculous icon of Panagia Vimatarissa [from the Monastery of Vatopaidi on Mt. 

Athos] to the new Panagia Chapel at the Diakonia Retreat Center: 

 

 
 

This rare and joyous occasion will take the form of a procession with the icon of 

the Theotokos into our new Panagia Chapel, led by His Eminence Metropolitan 

Alexios of Atlanta, along with the Monks of Vatopaidi, the clergy of the Metropolis 

of Atlanta, and a parade group created especially for the event! 

 

Together, we will all have the opportunity to venerate the miraculous icon of our 

Lady, offer glory to our God and Creator, thanking those who made this day 

possible, and enjoying the fellowship of our Metropolis of Atlanta family. 

 

RSVP at www.atlmetropolis.org. You will not want to miss out on what will surely be 

a momentous and spiritually joyous event! For questions and additional information, 

please call Ethel Gjerde, (404) 634-9345.  
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Visit the St. Christopher’s Online Parish Calendar at  
www.saintchristopherhoc.org/Calendar.php  

for up-to-the-minute details about upcoming events and services! 

Peachtree City GreekFest 
Saturday, September 15, 2018 

 
SPONSORSHIPS SOLD AS OF 7/15/2018 

 

 
 

As you can see, we have a lot of work to do! 
EVERYONE NEEDS to SELL, SELL, SELL 

 

 

Remember: we are challenging every family to (at least):  
Sell 4 individual tickets and 1 OPA! 

 

Click below to go to our 2018 GreekFest website 
http://peachtreecitygreekfest.org/ 

 
Click the link below to get to our Sponsorship Page 

http://peachtreecitygreekfest.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/ 
GreekFest-Sponsorship-2018.pdf 

 
*** Sponsorship brochures and ticket forms are also on our  

stchristopherhoc.org website and on the table in the Narthex at church! *** 
 

Thank you for your efforts and support!!!! 
2018 GreekFest Quad Chairs: Tammy Soulakos, Dina Kearns,  

Helen Psihountas, Julie Skouteris 

Sponsorships Cost # Total SOLD 
Olympian $5,000.00 1 $ 5,000.00 DONE 
Athenian $2,500.00 5 $12,500.00 1 SOLD 
Spartan $1,200.00 6 $ 7,200.00 0 
Agape $  600.00 7 $ 4,200.00 0 
OPA! $  300.00 40 $12,000.00 1 SOLD 

         
Individual  
Tickets 

$ 65.00 200 $13,000.00 0 

         
Gross Revenue     $53,900.00  

http://peachtreecitygreekfest.org/
http://peachtreecitygreekfest.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/GreekFest-Sponsorship-2018.pdf
http://peachtreecitygreekfest.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/GreekFest-Sponsorship-2018.pdf
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  Peachtree City  

  GreekFest 2018 
 

Saturday, September 15th 
Dixie Wing Commemorative Air Force Hangar 

 

Upcoming Prep/Baking Dates: 
 

Prep for Spanakopita 
Thursday, August 2nd - 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 
Rolling for Spanakopita 

Saturday – August 4th – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 

Prep for Tiropita 
Thursday, August 16th – 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 
Rolling for Tiropita 

Saturday, August 18th – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 

Preparing and Baking of Kourambiethes, Koulourakia, and Melomakarona  
Saturday, September 8th – 10:30 am (following the Liturgy) 

 
Preparing and Baking of Baklava  

Monday, September 10th - 5:00 pm 
 

Preparing and Cooking of Dolmathes 
 Wednesday, September 12th – 5:00 pm 

 

** Come, Learn, and Enjoy Fellowship making the wonderful foods we share  
with our guests at GreekFest. Please look for other dates/events on the  

calendar on St. Christopher’s website, in the Parish newsletter, and via email!   
We need everyone to share their time and talents.  ** 

 
If you are interested in being a committee chair or on a committee, 

please contact Tammy Soulakos (tammy@peachcity.com) Dina Tagalos Kearns 
(dinatagaloskearns@gmail.com), Helen Psihountas (helenpsihountas@gmail.com), or  

Julie Skouteris (gsjs401mg@gmail.com). 

mailto:dinatagaloskearns@gmail.com
mailto:gsjs401mg@gmail.com
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Schedule for Sunday Greet and Close Teams – August 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 

 
If you would like to help but are unable to commit on a regular basis, please feel free to help 
clean up after services at your convenience. The more the merrier.  We greatly appreciate 
everyone's help and are always looking to add more team members to this ministry! 
 
Please call or e-mail Claudia Sliwinski (678) 633-9916, claudia.sliwinski@yahoo.com or Tammy 
Soulakos (404) 625-4663, tammy@soulakos.org . 

 
 

A big  
Thank You 
to all our 
volunteers 
who help 
keep our 
Church  

clean and 
tidy!  

 
 
 
 
 

The following families are scheduled to prepare Prosfora this month:  
 

 
PROSFORA BAKERS: PLEASE BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Presbytera Marinda appreciates everyone’s help and if needs arise, please contact her at  
mtsahakis@comcast.net or (770) 381-1842. 

Sunday, Aug. 5 (due Fri, Aug. 3 by 4:00 pm) Georgia Lungaro/Claudia Sliwinski 

Sunday, Aug. 12 (due Fri., Aug. 10 by 4:00 pm) Helen Psihountas/Julie Skouteris 

Sunday, Aug. 19 (due Fri., Aug. 17 by 4:00 pm)                            Dedee Panayis/Milena Taylor 

Sunday, Aug. 26 (due by Wed., Aug. 24 by 4:00 pm) Effie Sakkas/Susan Kleto 

Wednesday, Aug. 29 (due Tues., Aug. 28 by 4:00 pm)  Becky Butler/Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis  

August Prosfora Baking Schedule 

Date Volunteers 

8-5 

  

Tom Farmakis 

Claudia Sliwinski 
Dina Tagalos Kearns 

8-12 

  

Cynthia Cromartie 

Stephen Sarantis 

Victor & Julie Torres 

8-19 

  

Becky Butler 

Stephen Butler 

Susan Kleto 

8-26 

  

Pat Zenais Bassett 

Maria Cahill 
Georgia Lungaro 

mailto:mtsahakis@comcast.net
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Prayer Shawl 

Blessing has been 

changed to Sunday, 

August 26th.    
 
Please contact Susan Kleto 
at (678) 877-9115 or 
sbkleto@gmail.com if you 
have any questions, would 
like to receive a Prayer 
Guide, or have any 
suggestions for 
improving this 
ministry. 

Hands of Love: August 
For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore, I command 

you to do this word which says, You shall surely  open your hands to your brother,  
            to your poor and  needy in your land.“  (Deut. 15:11) 

All Sundays in August: Wellspring Living 
Wellspring Living provides transformative care to girls 12-17 and young women 18-32 in our area who 
are at risk or are victimized by sexual exploitation. Headquartered in Atlanta since 2001, it operates 
two phone lines, two residential programs, and a Women’s Academy. One of the four fund-raising 
Wellspring Living retail stores is in Peachtree City.  To learn more, check out wellspringliving.org   
or “Make it Zero” – a book by Mary Frances Bowley, founder of Wellspring Living. 
 
Hands of Love, a ministry of our Philoptochos Society, is accepting monetary donations 
and gift cards from Target, Walmart, Kroger, as well as household and individual 
needs items for this cause. Notes of encouragement with your 
donations are appreciated. Items on their current wish list are: 
• Laundry detergent, dryer sheets, sturdy rectangular laundry baskets.  
• Paper products - paper towel, toilet paper, facial tissue. 
• Dish detergent, soap and sponges; bleach wipes, multi-surface cleaner. 
• Swiffer dusters, rubber gloves. 
• Pajama sets (sizes up to 4x), no-show socks, slippers. 
• Bodywash, shampoo and conditioner (full size, brand-name); deodorant, hand lotion, lip balm,  
soft-bristle toothbrushes, toothpaste; gentle hand and bar soaps; feminine products, multi-blade 
razors. 
• Journals (no spiral binding), coloring books (not for children) and gel pens. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Anna Andreeva-Naydenova, Hands of Love Chair 

Preparations for the Playground Begin 
 

On Saturday, July 24th, “Kleto’s Krew” gathered to begin preparing 
the “backyard” for the new St. Christopher HOC Playground. 
Interfering tree branches were pruned and dragged away, and 
poison ivy and grass were sprayed to prepare the area for 
installation of the Playground Equipment.  Many thanks to Gail 
Ericsson, George Psihountas, Steve Sarantis, Chris Johns, and Pete 
and Susan Kleto for their 
efforts.   
 
Come join “Kleto’s Krew” for our 
next gathering on Saturday, 
July 28th to install the Safety 
Surface (i.e. Mulch) under the 
playground. No children can play 
‘til the mulch is laid!!  
 
Playground Blessing: Aug. 5th 

mailto:sbkleto@gmail.com
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“Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your  
power to do it.” (Proverbs 3:27) 

Our National Commitments -  
April: Sisterhood of Saint Basil Academy: Provides for the physical needs of the children of Saint 
Basil Academy as well as graduation costs, awards, and gifts. Amount determined by our Chapter. 
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC): Provides food, shelter, and economic self-
sufficiency to those in need. Amount determined by our Chapter. 
May/June: 75th Anniversary Founders Fund: Provides assistance to Greek Orthodox older adults 
and their families, continuing care facilities and special projects. Amount determined by Chapter. 
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF): Provides Orthodox Christian support to college students on 
campuses in the US. Amount determined by our Chapter. 
 
Upcoming Events -  
August-September get ready for Greek Fest! Let’s put our hands to work and devote all our time and 
talents to help make our Church shine for this amazing evening/weekend. 
 
National Ladies Philoptochos Conference -  
Gail Ericcson and I attended the conference held in Boston in July. We look forward to talking to 
everyone about the information shared at this event.  

-Ongoing initiatives such as: Women’s Heart Health, Feed the Hungry Program, Stop Bullying, 
Investigating Technology Safety in All Ages, Telephone Cancer Support Group, Children’s Medical 
Fund, and more.  

-Chapter Challenges were presented by communities across the country.  
-Many dynamic speakers gave inspirational talks, including Atlanta’s own Tim Tassopoulos, 

President and COO of Chick-fil-A, with the topic of “A Presentation on Servant Leadership”.  
-Tuesday morning, we had the privilege of touring Hellenic College/ Holy Cross School of 

Theology. In a word: BEAUTIFUL and a must see for al! 
 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Helen Psihountas, Philoptochos President 

 Philoptochos News 

and Updates 

 

Don’t want to cook? Let’s EAT™  

Tired of doing the dishes?  Let’s EAT™ 

Been meaning to eat out with your Family?  Let’s EAT™ 

Have you been putting off catching up with old friends?  Let’s EAT™ 

Wishing you had the opportunity to meet new friends?  Let’s EAT™ 

 

Join Us at Broadway Diner, 535 S Glynn St., Ste. 1009, Fayetteville 

  
              Sunday, August 26th, 12:00 pm 
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Parish Financial Update  
 The financial gifts and expenses through June are shown below.  Although we showed a large gain in operating net income, a 

good portion was due to a donation for a Special Event.  We have provided a special one-time calculation in the table for 
clarity.  For the month, normal financial gifts, specifically Stewardship, were well below budget.  However, operating expenses 
were controlled even better, and we were net positive for the month [last month the YTD net was ($-5,366)].  We will continue 

to track and report on this.  Thank you for your continued support of our Operations.  Please contact George Psihountas, 
Treasurer, or Steve Sarantis, Assistant Treasurer, if you have any questions. 

 

      
Faithfully,  
George Psihountas, Parish Council Treasurer 

   YTD YTD w/o 

Activity  YTD Budget Spec Event 

     

Total Op. Income $72,025 $68,786 $66,525 

     
Operating  
Expenses $73,514 $68,786 $70,541 

     
YTD 
Net  ($-1,490)  ($-4,016) 

Not a program 
Not a fundraising campaign 
Not an empty buzzword 

 
Stewardship is using our Time, Talents, and  

Treasures to build God’s Kingdom. All three are equally 
important! 

 

 

 
 Survival: I give a bit when I'm asked because I hope the church will be there if I need it, though with any luck I won't 
have to. My giving is a bit of an insurance policy, really.  
 Supermarket: I'm happy to pay for the bits of the church that I want to enjoy. I can ignore the unchallenging or boring 
parts of the church, and still enjoy some benefits.  
 Support: I think the Church is important and that I'm a member of the supporters' club, so I'm happy to play my part 
in sustaining it. 
 Subscription:  I see myself as a member of the church and want to contribute my fair share of the costs. Church 
membership is part of my identity, and others recognize that I play an important part in the life of the Church. 
 Submission:  My understanding is that if I am to be a Christian I should put God first in my life. My 
giving is more about God than the institution of the Church. 
 Sacrifice: My Christian calling is to be Christ-like. I really do believe that God 
'demands my soul, my life, my all'. Because God has given me so much, even his own 
Son, I want to give back, joyfully and sacrificially. 
 (Taken from St. Dunstan’s Catholic Church in Keynsham, England) 
 

Let us all strive to live Stewardship as a way of life; Sacrificing our Time, Talents, and Treasures 
to St. Christopher’s and one another! If we only give one or two aspects we are incomplete, only by 
giving all that we have and are do we realize the graciousness of our Lord! 
 
Thank you for your consistent and generous giving!  
Julie Skouteris, Stewardship Chair 

STEWARDSHIP 
IS 

A WAY OF 
LIFE! 
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842  
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842  
Tammy Soulakos, President (404) 625-4663 
Julie Skouteris, Vice President (770) 253-2722 
Jeanie McGee, Secretary (404) 405-5370    
George Psihountas, Treasurer (770) 298-4496  
Stephen Sarantis, Assistant Treasurer (770) 719-1133   
Stephen Butler (770) 461-1800 
Maria Cahill (770) 830-5527    
Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006  
Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887 
 
MINISTRY LEADERS:  
Altar Boys and Myrrh Bearers: Fr. George Tsahakis (770) 381-1842 
Building Committee Chairman: George Zavlanos (770) 253-6767  
Building Fundraising Committee: Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006   
Chantors: George Skouteris (770) 253-2722   
Choir: Jeanie Ellinas (770) 487-5740   
Church Maintenance/Facilities: Stephen Sarantis (770) 719-1133   
Church Supplies Ordering: Pat MacDougall (770) 486-0580  
Education, Culture, & Youth Diakonia Committee: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663  
Facebook: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877   
Finance Committee: Steve Wilson (770) 597-0263 
Greek Orthodox Youth of America (GOYA): Sheryl Vasiliadis (770) 252-7881 
Greet and Close Teams: Claudia Sliwinski (678) 633-9916 
Hellenic Dance: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877  
Hellenic Language: (No teacher available at this time) 
H.O.P.E./J.O.Y.: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877 
         Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951 
Inventory and Assets: Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887 
Newsletter: Susan Kleto (678) 877-9115    
Outreach Committee: Jeanie McGee  (404) 405-5370 
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF): Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493  
Peachtree City GreekFest 2018: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663 
         Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722 
         Dina Tagalos Kearns (470) 277-2126 
         Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493  
Personnel: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663   
Philoptochos: Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493  
Prosfora/Kolyva/Artoklasia: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842  
Publicity Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Real Estate Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Religious Education Program: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877 
St. Christopher Bookstore: Becky Butler (770) 461-1800 and  
         Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951 
St. Christopher Library: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842  
Stewardship Committee: Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722  
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Community Calendar August 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Dormition Fast 
Begins Today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

2  
 
10:00 am 
GreekFest 
Appetizers 
Preparation of 
Spanakopita 
Batter  
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
Strict Fast 

3 
 
6:00 pm 
Paraklesis 
Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

4 
 
9:00 am 
GreekFest 
Appetizers 
Rolling of 
Spanakopita 
 
 
 
 
 
Wine/Oil Allowed 

5 10th Sunday of St. 
Matthew 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Blessing of 
2018-2019 School Year/
Open House for Religious 
Ed Students and Teachers 
11:00 am Coffee 
Fellowship 
11:30 am Blessing of New 
Playground Equipment 
 
Wine/Oil Allowed 

6 Transfiguration 
of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus 
Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fish, Wine, and 
Oil Allowed 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

9  
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wine/Oil Allowed 

12 11th Sunday of St. 
Matthew 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Coffee 
Fellowship 
10:45 am Religious 
Education Classes 
11:45 am Parish Council 
Meeting 
1:30 pm SCOM Meeting 
 
Wine/Oil Allowed 

13 
 
 
5:00 pm 
September 
Newsletter 
Article 
Submission 
Deadline 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

14 
Dormition Fast 
Ends 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

15 The Dormition 
of our Most Holy 
Lady the 
Theotokos and 
Ever Virgin Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fish, Wine, and 
Oil Allowed 

16  
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

18 

19 12th Sunday of St. 
Matthew 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Coffee 
Fellowship 
10:45 am Religious 
Education Classes 
11:30 am Philoptochos 
Board Meeting 

20 21 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

23 
 
10:00 am 
GreekFest 
Appetizers 
Preparation of 
Tiropita Batter  
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strict Fast 

25 
 
9:00 am  
GreekFest 
Appetizers 
Rolling of 
Tiropita  

26 13th Sunday of St. 
Matthew 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Blessing of 
Philoptochos Prayer 
Shawls 
10:30 am Coffee 
Fellowship 
10:45 am Religious 
Education Classes 
12:00 pm Let’s Eat, 
Broadway Diner, 
Fayetteville (See p.10) 

27 28 29 Feast of 
Beheading of St. 
John the Baptist 
 
5:00 pm Great 
Vespers 
5:45 pm Divine 
Liturgy 
7:00 pm 
Community 
Dinner (bring 
Lenten Foods) 
 
 
Strict Fast 

30  
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wine/Oil Allowed 

 


