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Very Rev. Fr. George J. Tsahakis, Pastor
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The Folly of Seeking the Snails of Life
There is an old legend of a swan and a crane. A beautiful swan alighted by the banks of
the water in which a crane was wading about seeking
snails. For a few moments the crane viewed the swan in
stupid wonder and then inquired: “Where do you come
from?”
“I come from heaven!” replied the swan.
“And where is heaven?” asked the crane.
“Heaven!” said the swan, “Heaven, have you never heard
of heaven?” And the beautiful bird went on to describe
the grandeur of the Eternal City. She told of streets of gold, and the gates and walls
made of precious stones. Of the river of life, pure as crystal, upon whose banks is the
tree whose leaves shall be for the healing of the nations. In eloquent terms the swan
sought to describe the hosts who live in the other world, but without arousing the
slightest interest on the part of the crane.
Finally, the crane asked: “Are there any snails there?”
“Snails!” repeated the swan; “No, of course not.”
“Then,” said the crane, as it continued its search along
the slimy banks of the pool, “you can have your heaven. I
want snails!”
One truth from this parable is how we can choose to
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Pastoral Remarks From Fr. George:
The Folly of Seeking the Snails of Life
turn our backs on the blessings God has provided in our lives in search of the “snails of
life!” As we consider the potential harvests God has in store for us in 2019, may we not
sacrifice our time with God and our church family in favor of passing temptations that
lead us far from Him. None of life’s “snails” are worth turning from the love of God and
His Holy Body and risk forfeiting His everlasting Kingdom.
Snails can usurp our precious gift of the time we have been given by God. Choosing to
hunt for the snails in our daily life leads to waste and misuse of our time. Idleness,
chasing worthless pursuits, wasting time on the frivolities of life, spending time
worrying, being fearful, feeling bitter, and hating others robs us of our identity as
sons and daughters of God.
Time is valuable and not to be thrown away. As stewards of God’s creation and
guardians of our families, time should be used wisely and
carefully. As Christians, we are called by God to use our faith
in Him to bring beauty, goodness, and love to His world. Faith
is not for Sundays only; it enables us to be vibrant and share
God’s love and mercy every moment of our life. As we enter
the new year of 2019, may we leave the snails to the cranes
and seek the homeland of the swan:
“… you are citizens with the saints and also members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone.
In Him the whole structure is joined together and grows into
a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.” (Ephesians
2:19-22)

Very Rev. Fr. George J. Tsahakis
Chancellor, Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta
Pastor, St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church

Visit the St. Christopher’s Online Parish Calendar at
www.saintchristopherhoc.org/Calendar.php
for up-to-the-minute details about upcoming events and services!
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Hands of Love: January
For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore, I command you to do this
word which says, You shall surely open your hands to your brother,
to your poor and needy in your land.“ (Deut. 15:11)

Saint Christopher

Vasilopita Community Luncheon
January 6th, 2019 11:30 -1:00 p.m.
to benefit Saint Basil Academy
The Saint Basil Academy is the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America home for children in
need. It provides a loving Christian environment to nurture resident children into adulthood.
The Academy ministers to the whole child: mind, body, and spirit, to raise a healthy, wholesome, wellrounded Orthodox Christians, as well as productive members of society with vision and hope. Academy
students attend daily services and on Sundays, they are joined by local area parishioners for the Divine Liturgy
in the beautiful Chapel on campus.
Since its founding in 1944 in Garrison, New York along the Hudson River, St. Basil Academy has fulfilled its
mission supported exclusively by group and individual donors -The National Philoptochos Society, AHEPA,
Daughters of Penelope, and others.
St. Basil Academy provides: Full tuition for public or private school education • Medical and Dental care on
site • Professional clinician counseling services • 24-hour live-in residential counselor •All clothing and
personal items •Extracurricular activities and organized team sports using athletic fields, gymnasium, and
indoor swimming pool on premises.

For more information, please visit: stbasil.goarch.org
If you are unable to attend our Vasilopita Luncheon,
“Hands of Love” – a ministry of our Philoptochos Society will continue to accept monetary
donations for the children of the Saint Basil Academy throughout January.
Anna Andreeva-Naydenova, “Hands of Love” Ministry Chair
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January Prosfora Baking Schedule
The following families are scheduled to prepare Prosfora this month:
Saturday, Jan. 5 (due Sat., Jan. 5 by 7:00 am)

Pat MacDougall/Stella Christodoulopoulos

Sunday, Jan. 6 (due Sun., Jan. 6 by 7:00 am)

Costas and Tammy Soulakos/Lydia McGee

Sunday, Jan. 13 (due Sun., Jan. 13 by 7:00 am)

Effie Sakkas/Susan Kleto

Sunday, Jan. 20 (due Sun., Jan. 20 by 7:00 am)

Georgia Lungaro/Claudia Sliwinski

Sunday, Jan. 27 (Due Sun., Jan. 27 by 7:00 am)

Helen Psihountas/Julie Skouteris

PROSFORA BAKERS: PLEASE BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Presbytera Marinda appreciates everyone’s help and if needs arise, please contact her at
mtsahakis@comcast.net or (770) 381-1842.

Philoptochos News
and Updates
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Happy New Year to all! We have a fresh New Year to look forward to, and the Ladies of Philoptochos
welcomes you to join our membership and put faith into action. We look forward to serving our Lord
and Savior this year! Join us at our next General Meeting on January 20th.
Upcoming Events:
January 6, 2019

St. Christopher’s Annual Vasilopita Auction and
Luncheon (see p. 3)
January 20th: General Meeting

Your Sister in Christ,
Helen Psihountas, Philoptochos President

Don’t want to cook? Let’s EAT™
Tired of doing the dishes? Let’s EAT™
Been meaning to eat out with your Family? Let’s EAT™
Have you been putting off catching up with old friends? Let’s EAT™
Wishing you had the opportunity to meet new friends? Let’s EAT™

Join Us at Broadway Diner, 535 S Glynn St., Ste. 1009, Fayetteville
Sunday, January 27th, 12:00 pm
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Schedule for Sunday Greet and Close Teams – January
Date

Volunteers

1/6

Georgia Lungaro
Jeanie Lydia McGee
Julie and Victor Torres

1/13

Cynthia Cromartie
Julie Skouteris
Claudia Sliwinski

1/20

Becky Butler
Gail Ericsson
Tammy Soulakos

1/27

Tom Farmakis
Pat Zenais Bassett
Dina Tagalos-Kearns

A big
Thank You
to all our
volunteers
who help
keep our
Church
clean and
tidy!

We need more volunteers! Please make a New Year’s resolution to join this ministry.
We all enjoy a clean church, but a few are carrying the load. If you would like to
help but are unable to commit on a regular basis, please feel free to help clean up
after services at your convenience. The more the merrier.
Please call or e-mail Claudia Sliwinski (678) 633-9916, claudia.sliwinski@yahoo.com
or Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663, tammy@soulakos.org .

Bringing Hope to Those in Need
When the nine beautiful Prayer Shawls were blessed by
Fr. George on December 16th, Lynn Vickers, Board Member
for Promise Place, shared with us the successes they have
achieved in 2018. She also stressed so much more needed
to be done to assist the women and children seeking a
refuge from domestic violence. Our efforts brightened
Christmas for these women.
Our next Prayer Shawl blessing will be at Pascha. These
shawls will be going with an OCMC mission team. For this
reason, please make sure to use wool yarn.
Please contact Susan Kleto at
(678) 877-9115 or sbkleto@gmail.com
if you have any questions, need yarn for
a shawl, would like to receive a Prayer
Guide, or have any suggestions for
improving this ministry.
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Parish Council News
Parish Council Election Results
Congratulations to the following individuals who were voted in to serve on the Parish Council for a
term of 3 years: Tammy Soulakos, Tom Farmakis, and Steve Theodorakis. They will take the oath of
office on Sunday, January 13th, and join those already serving; Father George Tsahakis, George
Psihountas, Steve Sarantis, Steve Butler, Maria Cahill, Julie Skouteris, and Jeanie McGee. The
Parish Council will elect their officers at the Parish Council meeting to be held the same day.
Reminder - Amazon Smile is here – If you haven’t set this up – Please Do!!
Who doesn’t love to shop on Amazon.com?? Well now you have an opportunity to help our parish earn
extra $$ just for shopping! The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate to St. Christopher’s 0.5% of
the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Tens of millions of products on
AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for
AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and
subscription renewals are not currently eligible.
In order to set up St. Christopher as your charity, simply follow these steps:
Log into your account at smile.amazon.com,
You will be prompted to choose a charity, and
Select St. Christopher.
Happy Shopping!

Faithfully,
Julie Skouteris
V. President Parish Council

Parish Financial Update
The financial gifts and expenses through November are shown below. Stewardship gifts came in
very near the budgeted amount, and expenses were below budget, resulting in a slight positive net
for the month of ~$600. If you haven’t fulfilled your pledge for 2018, please do so before the end
of the year. Let’s finish the year strong and continue this upward trend into 2019.
Thank you for your continued support of our Operations. Please contact George Psihountas,
Treasurer, or Steve Sarantis, Assistant Treasurer, if you have any questions.
Activity

YTD

Budget

Total Op. Income

$125,476

$126,108

Operating Expenses

$132,614

$126,108

YTD
Net

($7,137)
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Looking to the New Year - Stewardship 2019
“Stewards of the Faith – All Things are Possible to the One Who Believes in Christ”

In the gospel of Mark, a father brings his epileptic son to Jesus in desperation saying “if you can do
anything, have compassion on us and help us.” Jesus replies to the father’s lack of faith. “If you can
believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” The father’s response is a prayer we can pray every
day: “Lord I believe; help my unbelief.”
His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios in explaining the 2019 Stewardship theme stated “As Orthodox
Christians we affirm our faith in Christ, a faith that makes the impossible possible, the unreachable
reachable, the non-achievable achievable. We know that our faith in Him leads us in our worship and
ministry. We are also led by the example of our Lord in seeing the limitless possibilities of our faith. His
life and ministry show us that belief in Him leads to healing, renewal, and hope. Belief in Christ defeats the
power of sin and death, transfigures our lives, and leads us on the path of salvation.”
By now every household should have received a Stewardship letter along with a Ministry and Pledge form
for 2019. This form serves two purposes first to ask for your commitment to offer your Time and Talents
in ministry. And second to ask for a pledge of your Treasures for the financial support and progress of our
Church and its mission.
Please remember that Orthodox Christian Stewardship reminds us that these gifts are not our own; that
we have a trusteeship over them and not an ownership. Our Church meets the financial needs of its
Ministries and Operating Budget through our Stewardship. Remember that we are Stewards of St.
Christopher’s and accept direct responsibility for the financial support and progress of our Church and its
mission.
In November 2018, our proposed 2019 budget was presented by our Treasurer George Psihountas, some of
you may be doubtful that we can support this proposed budget of $152,191 – but this is what we know – our
parish is generous, loving and active. We are asking to grow our budget by approximately 7% - 8%. With
this increase we will experience growing pains which are always difficult, but in order to continue to move
forward we need to move out of our comfort zone and put our faith in God to work! In other words BELIEVE THE IMPOSSIBLE IS POSSIBLE, THE UNREACHABLE IS REACHABLE, AND THE
UNACHIEVABLE IS ACHIEVABLE!!
When considering your Pledge (Treasures) – look at the amounts below. You may not think you can give
much, but when broken down in weekly increments – it makes it POSSIBLE, REACHABLE, AND
ACHIEVABLE!
$1500 (equal to $29 per week)
$3000 (equal to $58 per week)
$4500 (equal to $87 per week
$6000 (equal to $115 per week)
$12,000 (equal to $231 per week)
$25,000 (equal to $481 per week)
Prayerfully examine your personal circumstances and actively make a choice to put your faith into action in
gratitude by making a pledge of your Time, Talents, and Treasures for 2019. We are hopeful that you will
consider increasing your pledge from last year asking that you give sacrificially, meaningfully, and joyfully.
Please complete your 2019 Ministry and Pledge form and return to me as soon as possible or no later than
January 20th, 2019. In order to approve our 2019 budget at our February General Assembly, we need to
know what our pledges are. Please do not hesitate to contact me at gsjs401mg@gmail.com with any
questions.

We are deeply grateful for the loving generosity that you and your family provide. We thank you for your
offerings of Time, Talents, and Treasurers.
Faithfully,
Julie Skouteris, Stewardship Chair
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Orthodox Youth Mission Team (OYMT): Building a Heart for Missions in
Teens and Parishes

by Susan Sulich (11/12/2018)

If you are a high school or college student looking to participate in a mission service trip in the Orthodox Church, the
Orthodox Youth Mission Team (OYMT) welcomes you! Nine years ago,
a small group of parents, recognizing that no such opportunity existed
for their teens, enlisted the help of Fr. Luke Mihaly, pastor of Holy
Trinity parish in Danbury, CT, and long-time OCMC board member, to
help form OYMT.
OYMT is open to faithful youth and adults across all jurisdictions. Its
goal is to give young people the opportunity to put their Faith to work.
OYMT brings youth and adults together to encounter Christ and
deepen their personal relationship with Him through mission and
service. During a week-long summer mission trip, team members serve
in a cross-cultural setting working, worshipping, and living in
community with fellow Orthodox Christians.
OYMT has participated in several trips through the Appalachian Service Project (ASP). ASP’s goal is to help
impoverished people in Appalachia make their homes “warmer, safer, and drier.” Crews, consisting of 2 adults and 5
teens, are paired with a family for a week of relational ministry and home repair. ASP vets the work projects and
provides supplies, living quarters, and construction guidance. Adhering to the tenet of “meeting people where they
are,” ASP’s philosophy is in harmony with the beautiful model of Orthodox mission as witnessed by missionaries like
St. Innocent of Alaska and St. Nicholas of Japan.
Two years ago, OYMT approached OCMC about the possibility of the youth mission team being sent out on a shortterm OCMC trip. The work with ASP laid a good foundation, and OYMT had a fruitful experience in Napaskiak, AK,
where they had the joy of serving and making friends in the community under Fr. Vasily Fisher. The team assisted with
the running of youth and teen camps and also helped the village across the river, Oscarville, begin building a new
church.
OYMT provides an excellent training ground for people, especially youth, to experience and learn about relational
mission ministry. It’s also a chance to introduce them to the work and vision that is OCMC. To date, several OYMT
team members have expressed interest in exploring the possibility of short and long-term mission work through
OCMC.
OYMT also ignites a fire for missions in our Orthodox parishes. Because it involves high school youth, it also
necessarily involves their parents, extended families, and parishes. OYMT has become a vehicle for sharing the work
and enthusiasm for missions and the necessity of relational interaction to many Orthodox parish communities.
Plans are underway for 2019 to again have an all-Orthodox center with ASP. The trip will take place from July 6-14,
and OYMT is currently recruiting individuals and parishes who would like to be a part of this mission/service project.
On Nov. 15 and 16, a training session is taking place at OCMC in St. Augustine for adults who wish to learn how to
lead a team from their parish.
If you’d like more information about OYMT or want to join the 2019 youth mission trip, contact Fr. Luke Mihaly
at padreluke@aol.com or e-mail the OYMT team at oymt.info@gmail.com. You can see photos from previous trips
on the Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/oymt1/
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842
Tammy Soulakos, President (404) 625-4663
Julie Skouteris, Vice President (770) 253-2722
Jeanie McGee, Secretary (404) 405-5370
George Psihountas, Treasurer (770) 298-4496
Stephen Sarantis, Assistant Treasurer (770) 719-1133
Stephen Butler (770) 461-1800
Maria Cahill (770) 830-5527
Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006
Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887
MINISTRY LEADERS:

Altar Boys and Myrrh Bearers: Fr. George Tsahakis (770) 381-1842
Building Committee Chairman: George Zavlanos (770) 253-6767
Building Fundraising Committee: Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006
Chantors: George Skouteris (770) 253-2722
Choir: Jeanie Ellinas (770) 487-5740
Church Maintenance/Facilities: Stephen Sarantis (770) 719-1133
Church Supplies Ordering: Pat MacDougall (770) 486-0580
Education, Culture, & Youth Diakonia Committee: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663
Facebook: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877
Finance Committee: Steve Wilson (770) 597-0263
Greek Orthodox Youth of America (GOYA): Sheryl Vasiliadis (770) 252-7881
Greet and Close Teams: Claudia Sliwinski (678) 633-9916
Hellenic Dance: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877
Hellenic Language: (No teacher available at this time)
H.O.P.E./J.O.Y.: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877
Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951
Inventory and Assets: Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887
Newsletter: Susan Kleto (678) 877-9115
Outreach Committee: Jeanie McGee (404) 405-5370
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF): Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493
Peachtree City GreekFest 2018: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663
Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722
Dina Tagalos Kearns (470) 277-2126
Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493
Personnel: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663
Philoptochos: Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493
Prosfora/Kolyva/Artoklasia: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842
Publicity Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083
Real Estate Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083
Religious Education Program: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877
St. Christopher Bookstore: Becky Butler (770) 461-1800 and
Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951
St. Christopher Library: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842
Stewardship Committee: Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722
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Community Calendar January 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1 Circumcision
of Our Lord
Jesus Christ &
St. Basil the
Great

2

Thu
3
6:30 pm
Choir
Practice

7:45 am
Orthros
9:00 am Divine
Liturgy,
followed by
Blessing of
New Year &
Vasilopita

Fri

Sat

4
8:00 am
Service of
Great Hours

5 Eve/Vigil for the
Feast of the Holy
Theophany of Our
Lord & Savior Jesus
Christ
7:45 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine
Liturgy
10:15 am Blessing of
the Waters Agiasmos

Fast Free

Fast Free

Fast Free

Fast Free

Strict Fast

7 Synaxis of
John the Holy
Glorious
Prophet,
Baptist &
Forerunner
5:00 pm Great
Vespers
5:45 pm Divine
Liturgy
7:00 pm
Community
Dinner (nonfasting foods)

8

9

10

11

12
9:30 am Religious
Education Teachers
Planning Meeting (1st
of 2 in January)

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 12th Sunday of St. Luke

21

22

23

24

25

7:45 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
10:15 am Memorial Service Nick Christodoulopoulos
10:30 am Coffee Fellowship
10:45 am Religious Ed. Classes
11:30 am Philoptochos General
Mtg.

5:00 pm
February
Newsletter
Deadline

26
9:30 am Religious
Education Teachers
Planning Meeting (2nd
of 2 in January)

27 15th Sunday of St. Luke

28

29

30

31

6 Feast of the Holy Theophany
of Our Lord & Savior Jesus
Christ
7:45 am Orthros 9:00 am
Blessing of Waters – Agiasmos
9:30 am Divine Liturgy of St.
Basil
11:00 am Blessing of Five Loaves
& Jan. Commemorations
11:30 am Philoptochos Vasilopita
Luncheon (see p.3)

13 Leave-taking of the
Theophany of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ

6:30 pm
Choir
Practice

7:45 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
10:15 am Parish Council Oath of
Office
10:30 am Coffee Fellowship
10:45 am Religious Ed. Classes
11:45 am Parish Council Mtg.
1:45 pm St. Christopher
Outreach Mtg.

7:45 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
10:30 am Coffee Fellowship
10:45 am Religious Ed. Classes
12:00 pm Let’s Eat, Broadway
Diner, Fayetteville (See p.7)

6:30 pm
Choir
Practice
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