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Hands of Love: November         
For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore, I command you to do this word  

which says, You shall surely  open your hands to your brother, to your poor and   
needy in your land.“  (Deut. 15:11) 

All Sundays in November: Ecumenical Patriarchate Charities 
Hands of Love, a ministry of our Philoptochos Society, will be accepting  

monetary donations to support the charities of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
 
The Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul, Turkey is the seat 

of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, primus inter pares 
or “first among equals” with the other leaders of the various 

Orthodox Churches. 
 

His All Holiness is the direct administrative superior of dioceses 

and archdioceses serving believers in modern day Turkey, South 

and North America, West Europe, Australia and New Zealand as well as Mount Athos.   For more 

information about the Ecumenical Patriarchate please visit:  

https://www.patriarchate.org 
 

Yours in Christ,  

Anna Andreeva Naydenova, Hands of Love Chair 

Preparing  Christmas Hugs 
 
Our next blessing will be in December 16th and shared with the  ladies being assisted by Promise Place in 
Fayetteville.  Promise Place offers shelter and assistance to women experiencing domestic violence.  Our 
prayers and prayer shawls provide moral and emotional support and the knowledge they are special and 
cared about. 
 
Presbytera Renee Ritsi, OCMC, shared the following: “In September in Albania, at the 2018 Clergy Wives 
Retreat held at the Orthodox Theological Academy in Shen Vlash, Albania, about 60 women gathered to grow 
in Christ and have time for fellowship. For three days the women gathered in both small and large groups, 
discussing various topics around the theme of ‘Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies, Healthy Souls. ‘  At the final 
session on Sunday afternoon, various gifts for all the participants were made available.  In addition to the 
lovely prayer shawls the participants choose from handmade bracelets, wall hangings with quotes 
from the lives of saints in Albanian, and yarn with knitting needles. The shawls went quickly, and 
the women were very touched by the love and prayer that went into each shawl. “ 
 
Please contact Susan Kleto at (678) 877-9115 or sbkleto@gmail.com if you have any questions, 
need yarn for a shawl, would like to receive a Prayer Guide, or have any suggestions for 
improving this ministry. 
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