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How Do | Approach Life?

Growing up, | enjoyed watching movies portraying life in the western frontier of the U.S. A vital
means of public transportation was the stagecoach. | learned that passengers could purchase three
different kinds of tickets o first class, second class, or third class.

A First Class Ticket entitled you to sit down and stay seated, no matter what happened. If the

. = stagecoach got stuck in the mud or had trouble making it
up a steep hill or if a wheel fell off, the first -class
traveler remained seated.

A Second Class Ticket enabled one to sit down until
there was a problem, at which time the passenger had to
get off and stand to the side until the problem was
resolved. Once off the stagecoach, he stood to the side
and watched somebody else fix the problem. When the
situation was corrected, he could return to the

stagecoach and take his seat.

A Third Class Ticket meant that the
passenger could be seated until there
was a problem, and then he was
required to get off*
right; a third class traveler had to put
their muscles into solving the problem.

Now | etds reflect aph
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yourself: How do I approach life? \What perspective or attitude do | use in my daily life, and how do
I relate to Gododés Holy Church and those | encount e

For a moment, | challenge you to describe yourself using one of the three types of stagecoach
tickets as your mental framework. Thatds right, | ¢
Godds children approach our daily |ife and how we

Some of us mlght thlnk they have purchased a First Class Ticket. They just sit there, expecting to

’ : 4 || be catered to and waited on and pampered. Others may
decide they have bought a Second Class Ticket. They
prefer to ride along until there is a problem. Then they
bail out and become detached spectators. They get off,
stand to the side, and watch somebody else fix it. And
then others among us may think they have chosen a Third
Class Ticket. They ride along until something goes wrong,
and then they get off and push! They address whatever
problem or roadblock, so to speak, creatively, working on
the situation productively, and they help fix it. If this is
our mindset, this way of seeing ourselves enables us to
offer all of our energy (our time, talents, and treasures)
to the I mmediate task of solving whatever probl er
sl eeves and get the job done. 0

My brothers and sisters in Christ, these three ways of relating to life and the Church are not so new.
They are pictured throughout Holy Scripture in the words of Christ Jesus.

Indeed, to address this situation, Jesus shared with His
followersthewell -k nown parabl e of the
Samaritandé {3Duke 10: 25

Remember the Priest and the Levite in the story? They
thought they had oprivileged L\ /
want to get their hands dirty
under their fingernails. They
third class.

They were special people, important people, and considered
themselves to be holy people. They didndt need to
someone else see to it.o6 That was their guiding pt
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But the Good Samaritan realized that he had a ot hi
challenge in his journey, he knew exactly what he was supposed to do. He chose to get off and help

solve the problem, putting his shoulder to it, and he brought healing by rolling up his sleeves and

going to work.

Think about ité in this creative mindset that | a:t
is that othird class ticket holders do. 6 They dont¢
getting their hands dirty. They dondt mind taking

That 6s what made t hgoodb Gwadn8B8amat Pt deowas willing t
to serve, ready to live, and quick to address the problem. He was bold enough to deal with the

problem in a creative and rescuing way. He didnodt
didndt just stand off to the side and watch and c1
He didndt play the 0Bl ame Game! 6 No, he felt respc

troublesome situation lovingly, in the Spirit of Christ, and so even today, we call him the Good
Samaritan.

Asco-wor kers in Godés Holy Vineyard, we appreciate
people to have around.
Our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to approach life
as a Third Class Ticket Holder.

Hesaid, o For who I s greater, the one who s at the t a.
the table? But | am amonluke22:2i) as one who serves. O

CINGHTEN

FCHon 'ﬂ' hoch . oBut many who are first will be [ ast
S f i r $Matthew 19:30)
v
5 oéthe greatest among you must become
| eader | ke oMlake@h26) ser ves. 0

What answer would Jesus give to the queston o How do | appr
/ I f Ehdughout His earthly ministry, the Disciples and those He

encountered would see Him and hear F
One who serves. 6 And al ways, they wi

Remember how right after His baptism in the River Jordan, Jesus
journeyed into the wilderness to think and pray about the meaning of
His | ife and the method of His minis
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He be?6 That was the question He was grappling wit
ticket. He was tempted to go the route of power and pleasure and privilege. Instead, He chose the
way of the suffering servant. He chose a Third Class Ticket.

Having made that choice, consider what he did next. He went directly to the synagogue and read

aloud to the people what was to become the theme of His life. oThe Spirit of the L
because He has anointed Me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to

the capti ves and recovery of sight t olLukea8) b/ i nd, i

Simply put, Christ Jesus was announcing He would claim no privileged seat for Himself. He chose a
Third Class Ticket and He would respond to physical and spiritual challenges head  -on, all while
of fering what coutdabe 0 f |

Now, Il etds each of us afN
this reflection, o How do | appr o34 .
Compare and contrast your response with the
answer our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ would
prefer_ we give and use as our constant mindset
each and every moment. When troubles come,
when difficulties arise, when problems emerge,
we have been taught by Christ to get off and
push. We have seen Him roll up His sleeves and
go to work. As His children, He is expectant —— 2\
that we will ofollow Hi PR

and picking up our cross in His behalf, so that we can live and respond in His Spirit.

Let us continue further by asking ourselves o How do | r el at e t oThEGwuhdss Hol
that some people relate to the Church with the First Class
Ticket mindset. They sit lazily on the premises. No matter
what happens, they just sit there and expect somebody
else to do the work and cater to them.

Others relate to the Church like they have a Second Class
Ticket. They ride along enjoying the journey until there is
a difficulty or a problem. Then they bail out, stand to the
side, and become detached spectators. While they stand
there watching others working hard to solve the problem,
there is an added temptation, the lure to become a

0 Mo n émming arm-chair-quar t er back. 6 The temptation is to n
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