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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, July 23, 2017
ON

THIS DAY, THE SEVENTH
COMMEMORATES Phocas the

SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW, THE CHURCH
Holy Martyr, Bishop of Sinope (+404);
Ezekiel the Prophet (+587 B.C.); St. Anna of Levkadio; Pelagia the
Righteous of Tinos; Trophimos & Theophilios and the 13 others martyred in
Lycia; the Icons of the Most Holy Theotokos of Pochaev; and the Icon of the
Mother of God. Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us
and save us. Amen.

Welcome, Visitors and Newcomers, to our Parish!
We invite you to enter your name, mail/email addresses in our Guest Register (near the
entrance) if you are interested in joining and assisting with our parish’s development. We
want to keep you informed of our schedule and location of services. You and your family
are welcome; we look forward to knowing you. We invite you and your family to join and
assist us often!

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good
standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron
("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy.

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE
1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the 2nd Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.118-121):
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The angelic powers appeared at Your
tomb, the soldiers guarding it became as dead men, and Mary stood at Your
grave seeking Your most pure body. But You made hell a captive; You were
untouched by its might. You came to the Virgin and granted life. O Lord, Who
rose from the dead, glory to You.

3. Hymn of St. Phocas the Holy Martyr – (not in Hymnal):
Becoming a partner with the Apostles in way of
life and successor to their thrones, O God-inspired Saint, in the active life you
found an entrance to contemplation. Hence you rightly expounded the word of
truth, and you shed your blood in struggling for the faith, O Hieromartyr
Phocas. Intercede with Christ our God, beseeching Him to save our souls.
It is sung after the Small Entrance:

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout):
Made comely with garments woven from your
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your
intercessions with God, save us, your servants.
It is sung after the Small Entrance.

5. Kontakion – (Hymnal-pp.224-227):
O unfailing protection of Christians, and our
faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not ignore our
entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to you
in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, O
Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor you.
It is sung after the Small Entrance:

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books,
but that we might engrave them on our hearts.
– St. John Chrysostom

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:1-10)
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed
from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
Him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the
tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet
they did not understand the scripture, that He must rise from the dead.
Then the disciples returned to their homes.
Epistle Reading (Romans 15:1-7)
15We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and
not to please ourselves. 2Each of us must please our neighbor for the
good purpose of building up the neighbor. 3For Christ did not please
Himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you have
fallen on Me.” 4For whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Reading (Matthew 9:27-35)
27
As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying
loudly, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 28When He entered the
house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you
believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 29Then
He touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to
you.” 30And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered them,
“See that no one knows of this.” 31But they went away and spread the
news about Him throughout that district. 32After they had gone away, a
demoniac who was mute was brought to Him. 33And when the demon had
been cast out, the one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were
amazed and said, “Never has anything like this been seen in Israel.”
34
But the Pharisees said, “By the ruler of the demons He casts out the
demons.” 35Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and
curing every disease and every sickness.
THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY):

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
(Romans 12:2)

There is a story from the Desert Fathers about a young monk who
asked one of the old men of the desert why it is that so many people
came out to the desert to seek God and yet most of them gave up
after a short time and returned to their lives in the city.
The old monk told him, “Last evening my dog saw a rabbit running
for cover among the bushes of the desert and he began to chase the
rabbit, barking loudly. Soon other dogs joined in the chase, barking

and running. They ran a great distance and alerted many other dogs.
Soon the wilderness was echoing the sounds of their pursuit but the
chase went on into the night.”
After a little while, many of the dogs grew tired and dropped out. A
few chased the rabbit until the night was nearly spent. By morning,
only my dog continued the hunt. “Do you understand,” the old man
said, “what I have told you?”
“No,” replied the young monk, “please tell me father.”
“It is simple,” said the desert father, “my dog saw the rabbit.”
In Matthew 13:45-46, Jesus said “the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.” The merchant
understood at once the value of the commodity before him, and he
sacrificed everything to obtain it. What about us? Are we willing to
do the same?

"Follow" & "Like"

our Facebook page. Be sure to check our
status for updates and photos.
And on this the 665th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we
continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it
may seem like we are just a handful of men, women and children, if we
commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will
experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His
service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area
for the glory of God!

COMMUNITY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, July 23 (7th Sunday of St. Matthew):
7:45 a.m. Orthros
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy/Coffee Fellowship
10:45 a.m. Religious Educators Teachers Meeting
Thursday, July 27:
6:30 p.m.
Choir Practice
Sunday, July 30 (8th Sunday of St. Matthew):
7:45 a.m. Orthros
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
11:00 a.m. Let’s EAT!

Your continued support and mutual
encouragement are essential and
appreciated!

