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The Star Fisher is a book written by Laurence Yep. It is a touching novel about 
prejudice and acceptance. The story focuses on a Chinese-American family that 
struggles to live and fit in. I want to share a story from the book.  
 
Picture if you will an early morning along a California beach. An elderly man is walking 
along the edge of the water and stops occasionally, picks up something, and then 
tosses it into the ocean. He then walks a few steps more, picks up something, and 
tosses it into the ocean. A young jogger is running along and has been watching the 
man. Finally his curiosity gets the best of him and he stops and goes over to the old 
gentleman and asks: “Excuse me, what are you doing?” 
 
The man answered: “Well, I am saving the life of these star fish. The storm washed 
them ashore last night, the sun will be up in thirty minutes, and then they will all die. I 
am throwing them back into the water to save their lives.” 
 
The jogger was a bit astounded. “Old man,” he said, “don’t you know that you have 
thirty miles of beach ahead of you and that millions of those star fish were washed 
ashore last night? What possible difference do you think that you are going to make?” 
The old man took another step picked up a star fish, and with all his might hurled it 
into the ocean. He then turned to the jogger and said: “Well, son, I guess I made a 
difference in that one’s life.” 
 
What a great truth the old man in the story shared. He challenges us to consider what 
God teaches us and hopes we will come to know as we serve Him: “We can make a 
difference in the world.” 

We Can Make A Difference  

In The World 
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Our Risen Lord, before He ascended into Heaven on the 40th day following His 
Resurrection, assured us that God would send His Holy Spirit to live in us to give us 
life and to empower us as we continue to live here until we, like Him, are lifted to God’s 
eternal glory. Consider Jesus’ Disciples… what did their faith do for them and what did 
they do with their faith? 
 
50 days after Christ Jesus’ Resurrection on Pentecost, the Disciples began to share 
their lives and their experiences of Jesus Christ. They were amazed at the 
confirmation they received of what Jesus had promised. God continued to be alive and 
active in their lives, accomplishing things they could not imagine. People were 
responding to them. They were feeling powerful and alive. The presence of Jesus in 
their lives and the influence of His teachings upon them was stronger after the final 
disappearance of Jesus from the earth 
than it had been. Prior to that time, it 
had been His responsibility. Now they 
understood it to be theirs. The image 
of Jesus in their mind was more 
precious, the memory of His teachings 
was more vivid, because the Disciples 
were determined to remember as much 
as they possibly could of what He had 
said. They were determined to share 
who He was and what He had done as 
their Lord, going out with courage and 
commitment to turn the world upside 
down, to set it aright with the will of 
God. There is tremendous energy 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. Jesus assured us that dynamic 
is available to us when we claim it and allow it to be at work in us for God. 

Pastoral Remarks From Fr. George:  
We Can Make A Difference In The World 
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Pastoral Remarks From Fr. George:  
We Can Make A Difference In The World 

One of the implications of the experience of Pentecost is that when we are sure of 
this affirming power of God in our lives, we see ourselves and others in a different 
perspective. When we are sure that there is nothing in all creation that can separate 
us from the love of God Who gives us life, it is amazing how much easier it is for us to 
see, talk, and listen to each other differently. One of the amazing and perplexing 
experiences of Pentecost was that they were able to communicate in one Spirit. When 
we see ourselves and others in the perspective of God’s saving power and love, we are  

 freed from our desires to 
 manipulate or to use 
 someone else to satisfy 
 our own needs and ends. 
 We are freed from our 
 fear of having to save 
 ourselves from another 
 because of what we are 
 afraid they might do to 
 us. God can save us. When 
 we claim that it is possible 
 for us just to be and 
 therefore to be present 
 and to receive the 
 presence of another, a 
 tremendous energy 
becomes evident. Intimacy 

and the ability to communicate are powerful and enabling experiences of life. When we 
experience them, we feel we can turn the world upside down. We feel free to 
celebrate life as God intended. 
 
Jesus assured us of the presence and the power of 
God in our lives through the Holy Spirit. He assured 
us that through God’s Spirit, we can make a 
difference in the world. Since the original Pentecost, 
Christianity has made a difference. That same 
assurance is ours. We, too, can make a difference. 
Jesus waits for the response of our generation to 
assist Him in offering His saving grace to all. We 
must decide for ourselves… like the old man in the 
Star Fisher book’s story. We can make a 
difference in the world – one life at a time! Behold 
the man… Christ our Lord, God, and Savior! 

 
Very Rev. Fr. George J. Tsahakis   
Chancellor, Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta  
Pastor, St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church 
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The 3rd and 4th Grade Religious Education Class completed the 3rd grade 
book, which focused primarily on: 
 Increasing our knowledge of the teachings of our Orthodox faith by 

learning about the parts of the Divine Liturgy and the Holy Sacraments, 
 Learning how to live the Orthodox way at home, school and at church by 

reading Bible stories and learning about the lives of the saints, and  
 Studying how the Holy Trinity teaches us to share His love and 

teachings with our families, church, and world. 
 
  Currently, in the 4th grade book, 
  we are having fun exploring the 
  Bible by learning the differences 
  between the New and Old  
  Testaments and by navigating our 
  way through finding bible verses. 
 
  Sometimes classes will combine such as when the 3rd and 4th 
  Grade Class joined the 5th Grade Class.  They watched and 
  discussed the movie ‘Risen“ over the last several weeks.    
  Everyone enjoyed the movie and were inspired by its 
  message. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  A great time was also had by all our youth and  
  guests at our Glendi!  Thank you to the Kleto 
  and Meyerhoff families for all their efforts to 
  provide a fun time for everyone. 
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Visit the St. Christopher’s Online Parish Calendar at  
www.saintchristopherhoc.org/Calendar.php  

for up-to-the-minute details about upcoming events and services! 
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God’s Beauty and Light 
 
Abbot Tryphon, in his book ”The Morning Offering,” writes: 

The connection between the human artist and the Creator God, the ultimate Artist, can be found only 
in beauty.  True art and music are a reflection of the soul that is journeying into the heart of God and 
is a mirror of God’s beauty and light.” 
 

The nine beautiful prayer shawls that were blessed on April 22nd truly reflect God’s beauty and light.  Each 
shawl was created in praise of God and to share God’s love with our Orthodox brethren in Albania.  Thank you 
to all who shared their time and talents to create these lovely shawls.  If your shawl is still a work in progress, 
please keep working on it.  These shawls will not be delivered to the OCMC until June or July. 
 
Our next prayer shawl blessing will be in August as we celebrate the Feast of the Dormition of 
the Theotokos. As we have been privileged to do in the past, these shawls will be shared with 
Cancer Treatment Center of America (CTCA) in Newnan.  Please contact Susan Kleto at (770) 253
-8469 or sbkleto@gmail.com if you have any questions, would like to receive a Prayer Guide, or 
have any suggestions for improving the program. 

mailto:sbkleto@gmail.com
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Schedule for Sunday Greet and Close Teams – May 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 

 
If you would like to help but are unable to commit on a regular basis, please feel free to help 
clean up after services at your convenience. The more the merrier.  We greatly appreciate 
everyone's help and are always looking to add more team members to this ministry! 
 
Please call or e-mail Claudia Sliwinski (678) 633-9916, claudia.sliwinski@yahoo.com or Tammy 
Soulakos (404) 625-4663, tammy@soulakos.org . 

 
 

A big  
Thank You 
to all our 
volunteers 
who help 
keep our 
Church  

clean and 
tidy!  

 
 
 
 
 

The following families are scheduled to prepare Prosfora this month:  

 
PROSFORA BAKERS: PLEASE BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Presbytera Marinda appreciates everyone’s help and if needs arise, please contact her at  
mtsahakis@comcast.net or (770) 381-1842. 

Sunday, May 6 (due Fri, May 4 by 4:00 pm) Evangelos & Emilia Moraitis/Milena Taylor 

Wednesday, May 9 (due Tues., May 8 by 4:00 pm) Effie Sakkas/Susan Kleto 

Sunday, May 13 (due Fri., May 11 by 4:00 pm)                            Georgia Lungaro/Claudia Sliwinski 

Wednesday, May 16 (due Tues., May 15 by 4:00 pm)  Costa & Tammy Soulakos/Lydia McGee 

Sunday, May 20 (due Fri., May 18 by 4:00 pm)  Becky Butler/Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis 

Monday, May 21 (due Sun., May 20 by 9:00 am)  Helen Psihountas/Julie Skouteris 

Saturday, May 26 (due Fri., May 25 by 4:00 pm) Dedee Panayis/Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis 

Sunday, May 27 (due Sat., May 26 by 9:00 am) Pat MacDougall/Stella Christodoulopoulos 

May Prosfora Baking Schedule 

Date Volunteers 

05/06 

Becky Butler 

Maria Cahill 
Susan Kleto 

05/13 

Gail Ericsson 

Georgia Lungaro 

George Psihountas 

05/20 

Dina Tagalos Kearns 

Paulette Malloy 

Jeanie Lydia McGee 

05/27 

Pat Zenais Bassett 

Emilia Moraitis 

Julie Skouteris 

mailto:mtsahakis@comcast.net
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Hands of Love: May 
“ 

For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore, I command  
you to do this word which says, You shall surely  

open your hands to your brother, to your poor and  needy in your land.“  (Deut. 15:11) 
All Sundays in May: Midwest Food Bank - Peachtree City 

  
Midwest Food Bank (MFB), a faith-based, non-denominational nonprofit 501(c)(3) charitable 
 organization, was started in 2003 when the Kieser family 

 began serving about 10 food pantries in McLean County, IL. 
 from a building on their family farm. Now, eight 
 distribution centers combine to distribute $9.5 million of 
 food to over 1400 agencies each month.  
 
 Midwest Food Bank-Georgia 
 opened in October 2011.   
 During its first month, it 
 distributed over 550 cases of 
 food to nine local nonprofit 
organizations. Now MFB-
Georgia serves over 290 

nonprofits and distributes more than $1 million in food each month. 
These agencies are located in 43 different counties throughout 
5 states.   
 
St. Christopher’s Hands of Love is collecting non-perishable foods 
to support Midwest Food Bank-Georgia in its mission in Georgia and the 
Southeast. For more information: www.peachtree.midwestfoodbank.org/home. 

 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Anna Andreeva-Naydenova 
Hands of Love Chair 

Don’t want to cook? Let’s EAT™  

Tired of doing the dishes?  Let’s EAT™ 

Been meaning to eat out with your Family?  Let’s EAT™ 

Have you been putting off catching up with old friends?  Let’s EAT™ 

Wishing you had the opportunity to meet new friends?  Let’s EAT™ 

 

Join Us at Broadway Diner, 535 S Glynn St., Ste. 1009, Fayetteville 

  
              Sunday, May 27th, 12:00 pm 



  Page 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see  your good works and  

glorify your Father in Heaven." 

        (St. Matthew 5:16)  

 Calendar Dates  
 May 13  Mother’s Day Luncheon 
 May 19  Tentative: Midwest Food Bank Outreach Day 
 May 20  Baby Shower for Danielle (Dawkins)  and Loyd Moulton  
 June 3   Graduate Sunday 
 June 17  Father’s Day Luncheon 
 
 May Commitments and Philanthropy in Action 
 National News: 2017 Children's Medical Fund Luncheon Raises $450,000, Grants Totaling  
  $253,700 were Awarded at Luncheon; Remaining Funds to be Disbursed at Convention 2018. 
 Metropolis News: Our commitments to the Metropolis include the 75th Anniversary Founders’  
  Fund and OCF, Orthodox Christian Fellowship, the official campus ministry organization.  
 
Thank you for supporting our Saint Christopher Philoptochos Chapter membership drive. We want to 
encourage all ladies at Saint Christopher to join our group of dedicated women in our philanthropic endeavors. 
We welcome all!  
 
Thank you for your continued prayers. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Helen Psihountas 
Philoptochos President 

 Philoptochos News 

and Updates 

 

Please Join Us For a 
 

  
  

 Sunday, May 20th               St. Christopher  
 12:00 pm      Community Room 

 
For Danielle (Dawkins) and Loyd Moulton’s Baby 

Due July 3rd  
 

 
  

 
(please have large or bulky items shipped directly to Danielle and Loyd,  

but join us for the party!!) 
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Stewardship – What does it Mean to YOU? 
 

“How much do I owe” asked the parishioner. “For what?” I asked. “You know, for my church dues.” I 
truly did not know what to say next, so I asked a simple question: “How much have you been blessed? 
“A lot” they said, “but what has that got to do with anything? I just want to know how much of my 
money I have to give to the church as dues to be a member.”  
 
They failed to understand that Christ’s church does not sell “memberships” or charge “dues” and 
that everything “they” had was really a gift from God, their Father. Everything! Their life, their 
talents, their genetic composition, their life experiences, the people who loved them, the 
opportunities presented them for greatness, the chances to make a difference in the world, their 
stuff, and even their money. None of it was really theirs. They were merely a temporary steward 
(caretaker) of God’s gifts. Paradoxically, it is funny, because eventually we will give everything. When 
we die (on this earth) we will not take any of our stuff with us. You never see a hearse followed by a 
U-Haul trailer. So why not give it now and experience the joy that comes from helping someone else. 
(The first two paragraphs are taken from “HOW MUCH DO I OWE?” by Bill Marianes) 
 
Do we ever think about our relationship with the Church from the perspective of good stewardship? 
It is a challenging proposition.  We are to love and support, care for, and nourish all who are in it - 
those within and outside our circles, those who dress well and those who don't, those who are 
successful, and those who aren’t. Recognizing Christ's challenge, each day we need to look in the 
mirror and assess our life as a steward (caretaker) of all of the many gifts and blessings we have in 
order to be a good steward within the Church. 
 
Toward A Definition Of Christian Stewardship: the following lists are adapted from one prepared 
by Ron Nicola, "Stewardship - A Set of Basic Principles," The Word. 
 
1. Stewardship is our active commitment to use all our time, talent, and treasure for the benefit of 

humankind in grateful acknowledgment of Christ's redeeming love. 
2. Stewardship is caring for the needs of others. 
3. Stewardship is offering one's self to God as He offered Himself to us. 
4. Stewardship is what a person does after saying "I Believe . . . “as proof of that belief. 
5. Stewardship is learning how to be a responsible and concerned caretaker of Christ's Church; it is 

learning how to enjoy Church life and be happy in Church work, for in Her dwells the fullness of 
the Spirit of God. 

6. Stewardship is devotion and service to God and his Church as persons, as families, as deaneries, 
as diocese, as national Church, and as the Church universal. 

 
The Essential Elements Of Christian Stewardship: 
 
1. Acceptance of the belief that all life and life itself is a gift from God. 
2. Freedom to choose not to sin and freedom from the constraints, pressures, and temptations of 

the world that smother the expression of this belief.   
3. Life in the Spirit which is characterized by behavior that uses and nurtures the time, talents, and 

treasure entrusted to us by God. 
 
Faithfully, 
Julie Skouteris 
Stewardship Chair 



 

Parish Financial Update   
 

Christ is Risen!  Truly He is Risen! 
The figures through March are shown below.  There was a slight increase in the deficit between 
income and expense.  Income is trending slightly below budget.  We will continue to track and report 
on this.  Thank you for your continued support of our Operations.  Please contact George Psihountas, 
Treasurer, or Steve Sarantis, Assistant Treasurer, if 
you have any questions. 

  
    * Actual Deficit $670 after Archdiocese Allocation prepayment 
                                                      
Faithfully,                                          , 
George Psihountas 
Parish Council Treasurer 

     YTD 

Activity   YTD  Budget 

      

Total Op. Income  $32,153  $34,393 

      

Operating Expenses $35,535  $34,393 

      

YTD Net   ($3,382*)    
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Parish Council News 
 

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen! 
Help Us to Help You! 
As the Parish Council we are responsible for the collection of all monetary donations to ensure accurate 
financial reporting.  We are responsible for recording the contributions to each family’s contribution record 
and to the general ledger, and then depositing the funds in the bank as soon as possible.   
 
So how can you help us??? When you write a check for anything to the church whether it be Christian 
Stewardship, Building Fund Pledge, Bookstore, Paschal Offering, or any other donation, please, please, please 
put a comment in the memo section of your check to help ensure that we are recording your contributions 
correctly. This was also a recommendation from our Audit Committee and will help them in their work.  
 
Parish Council Retreat 
On Friday, April 27 and Saturday, April 28 we met as a Parish Council at the Pine Mountain Club Chalets 
Resort (all expenses were covered by us; no funds were used from church operating or any other fund.) 
At the retreat we discussed: 

Parish Council Norms and Expectations 
Parish Council involvement at worship/meetings/volunteer opportunities 
Reaching out to others 
Created vision statements for our church and our 501(C)3 
Discussed and brainstormed Building Fundraising ideas 
 

Of course, we also made time to retreat – to worship together, fellowship together, and break bread 
together. It was a time of renewal and rejuvenation. All of us feel truly blessed to be part of the Parish 
Council and always know that we are here to serve you.  
 
We are grateful to all of you for your offerings of time, talents, and treasures.  
 
Faithfully, 
Julie Skouteris, 
Parish Council Vice President 
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Save the Date:  

Saturday, September 15, 2018 

2018 Gross Revenue Goals 

 

This year we have a stretch goal of increasing our gross revenue 

Our goal as you see above is to have $53,900.00 in gross revenue 

 

In order to accomplish this we are challenging every family to (at least): 

Sell 4 individual tickets and 1 OPA! Sponsorship 

 

This year we added the Olympian Sponsorship – and Guess What?  

 We already have one!! 

 

If you have not signed up to be on a committee – please do so!!   

There is a sign up board in the narthex at church! 

 

We need everyone’s help in order to be successful in reaching our stretch goal! 

All sponsorship brochures and ticket forms are on the table in the Narthex at 

church and our website! 

 

2018 GreekFest Quad Chairs: Tammy Soulakos, Dina Kearns,  

Helen Psihountas, Julie Skouteris 

Sponsorships Cost # Total 

    

Olympian $5,000.00 1 $ 5,000.00 

Athenian $2,500.00 5 $12,500.00 

Spartan $1,200.00 6 $ 7,200.00 

Agape $  600.00 7 $ 4,200.00 

OPA! $  300.00 40 $12,000.00 

    

Individual Tickets $ 65.00 200 $13,000.00 

    

Gross Revenue   $53,900.00 
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842  
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
Fr. George Tsahakis, Protopresbyter (770) 381-1842  
Tammy Soulakos, President (404) 625-4663 
Julie Skouteris, Vice President (770) 253-2722 
Jeanie McGee, Secretary (404) 405-5370    
George Psihountas, Treasurer (770) 298-4496  
Stephen Sarantis, Assistant Treasurer (770) 719-1133   
Stephen Butler (770) 461-1800 
Maria Cahill (770) 830-5527    
Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006  
Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887 
 
MINISTRY LEADERS:  
Altar Boys and Myrrh Bearers: Fr. George Tsahakis (770) 381-1842 
Building Committee Chairman: George Zavlanos (770) 253-6767  
Building Fundraising Committee: Tom Farmakis (404) 428-7006   
Chantors: George Skouteris (770) 253-2722   
Choir: Jeanie Ellinas (770) 487-5740   
Church Maintenance/Facilities: Stephen Sarantis (770) 719-1133   
Church Supplies Ordering: Pat MacDougall (770) 486-0580  
Education, Culture, & Youth Diakonia Committee: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663  
Facebook: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877   
Finance Committee: Steve Wilson (770) 597-0263 
Greek Orthodox Youth of America (GOYA): Sheryl Vasiliadis (770) 252-7881 
Greet and Close Teams: Claudia Sliwinski (678) 633-9916 
Hellenic Dance: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877  
Hellenic Language: (No teacher available at this time) 
H.O.P.E./J.O.Y.: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877 
         Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951 
Inventory and Assets: Steve Theodorakis (404) 717-5887 
Newsletter: Susan Kleto (678) 877-9115    
Outreach Committee: Jeanie McGee  (404) 405-5370 
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF): Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493  
Peachtree City GreekFest 2018: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663 
         Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722 
         Dina Tagalos Kearns (470) 277-2126 
         Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493  
Personnel: Tammy Soulakos (404) 625-4663   
Philoptochos: Helen Psihountas (770) 298-4493  
Prosfora/Kolyva/Artoklasia: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842  
Publicity Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Real Estate Committee: Cynthia Cromartie (678) 570-5083   
Religious Education Program: Katie Wilson (404) 434-0877 
St. Christopher Bookstore: Becky Butler (770) 461-1800 and  
         Emilia Moraitis (678) 423-7951 
St. Christopher Library: Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis (770) 381-1842  
Stewardship Committee: Julie Skouteris (770) 253-2722  



 Page 14 

Community Calendar May 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 

4 5 

6 Sunday of the 
Samaritan Woman 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:45 am Religious Ed. 
Classes 
11:45 am Parish Council 
Meeting  

7 8 9 Feast of St. 
Christopher the 
Martyr (Name 
Day of our 
Parish) 
 
5:30 pm Great 
Vespers 
6:15 pm Divine 
Liturgy 
7:15 pm 
Community 
Dinner - No 
meat, fish, 
dairy, or eggs, 
please. Wine and 
oil are allowed. 
(See p. 5) 

10 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 

11 12 

13 Sunday of the Blind 
Man 
 
Mother’s Day 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
11:00 am Mother’s Day 
Luncheon (See p. 6) 

14 15 16 Eve of Feast 
of Holy 
Ascension 
 
5:00 pm Great 
Vespers 
5:45 pm Divine 
Liturgy 
7:00 pm 
Community 
Dinner (non-
fasting foods) 

17 Feast of Holy 
Ascension  
 
(celebrated on 
the Eve of 
Feast, 5/16) 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 

18 19 

20 Fathers of the First 
Ecumenical Council 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:45 am Religious Ed. 
Classes 
11:30 am Philoptochos 
General Meeting 
 
12:00 pm Philoptochos 
Baby Shower (See p. 9) 

21 Feast of Ss. 
Constantine & 
Helen 
 
5:00 pm Great 
Vespers 
5:45 pm Divine 
Liturgy 
7:00 pm 
Community 
Dinner (non-
fasting foods) 

22 23 
 
8:00 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine 
Liturgy  
Fr. George will 
offer services at 
Archangel 
Michael Chapel, 
Atlanta 

24 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 

25 26 Saturday of 
Souls before 
Pentecost 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine 
Liturgy followed 
by Memorial 
Service (bring 
Kolyva if you are 
able) 
 
 

27 Holy Pentecost 
 
7:45 am Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Vespers of 
Pentecost  
11:00 am Coffee 
Fellowship 
12:00 pm Let’s Eat, 
Broadway Diner, 
Fayetteville (See p. 8) 
 
 

28 
 
Memorial Day 

29 30 31 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
Practice 

  


